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 On May 17-19, 2018, the Falcon Play-
house performed the play, A Streetcar 
Named Desire by Tennessee Williams in 
the engineering building’s amphitheater 
in Scripps Ranch High School. This was 
the very first production done by the the-
atre program that is outside, and not in 
the actual theatre. Directed by Mr. Gar-
cia, with assistant director, Shayla Bau-
tista (11), and Ericka Li (11), the cast and 
crew members of the Falcon Playhouse 
are to put on a show that will mark his-
tory in the school’s theatre program.

 A Streetcar Named Desire is a dramatic 
play that takes place in 1947 in New Or-
leans. The story focuses on Blanche Dubois 
(Lauren Sheehan-Clark, 12) as she goes to 
New Orleans to stay with her sister, Stella 
(Kate Jones, 12) and Stella’s husband, Stan-
ley (Tommy Tran, 12). As Blanche spends 
the summer with her sister and brother-in-
law, she suffers a tragedy as she loses her 
grasp of her make-believe fantasy world 
where everything is okay, and is slowly 
dragged into the harsh realities of life.

 The play is a well-known heavy piece, 
due to its exploration of heavy themes 
such as domestic abuse, social hierar-
chies, pedophilia, race, and more. Tom-
my Tran (12), playing Stanley, says “This 
play is probably one of the best plays I’ve 
ever read, let alone been in. Every word, 
line, and prop have layers of meaning be-
hind them, and everything that we’ve put 
in only adds more nuances to what’s al-
ready there. Anyone who comes to see it 
really needs to watch with all three eyes 
open.” The cast and crew working on this 
piece have been working on it for over 
a month, and have learned new things 
about the play in every rehearsal, prov-
ing how there is so much richness and 
depth within its story. Kate Jones (12), 
playing Stella, states that “This show 
gave us a great opportunity to explore 
a really serious piece of theater, which I 
think is a great way to end our season and 
a fantastic way to send off our seniors.” 

Being a heavy piece, the directors 
casted very talented, mature senior ac-
tors to play the leads, such as Tommy 
Tran, Lauren Sheehan-Clark, Kate 
Jones, Griffin Seufert, Deanna Sali-
nas. This is the last show at Scripps 

Ranch for these actors, so serves as their 
swan song before they leave for college.

Being the first outdoors show, it has set a 
milestone of firsts for the theatre program at 
Scripps Ranch. With the show being outside 
at nighttime, Mr. Garcia, director of the play, 
loves the idea of how with the wind, sounds 
from the nearby freeway, and stars in the 
night sky, the play feels as if one was truly on 
the streets of New Orleans. Annelise Rowe 
(11), director of technical theatre, states, 
“There are many challenges to outdoor the-
atre [such as weather and set building], but 
every element of it also makes this challenge 
new and exciting. Everyday we are making 
progress which makes me more and more 
excited to see this set done and beautiful.” 
The way that the stage is outside but still 
manages to bring a theatrical feel to the set 
will challenge the traditional ways of the 
Falcon Playhouse and their previous shows.

The Falcon Playhouse  performed the 
play A Streetcar Named Desire on mid-May, 
2018. The show was performed in the amphi-
theater of the engineering building at Scripps 
Ranch High School for all to see, and it has 
been an intense and awe-filled night consist-
ing of drama, passion, and most importantly, 
a desire to share a message with the audience.

Shayan Nowzari
COY EDITOR

 The senior class of Scripps Ranch High 
School is moments away from graduating. 
While many are sad that our fellow Fal-
cons in the class of 2018 are leaving us, 
students must also send them off proudly. 
The seniors have worked incredibly hard 
for all four years of their high school ca-
reers, and all of it has finally paid off. 
Many seniors have been accepted to col-
leges where they can learn and grow as 
both students and individuals. Further-
more, each one of them is excited about 
starting a new chapter in their lives.

Some students have decided to stay in 
the state of California for college, a deci-
sion that does indeed hold merit, due to the 
wide range of college options in Southern 
California alone. SRHS students have been 
accepted to, and are deciding to attend, 
many schools in Southern California, rang-
ing from Miramar Community College to 

the University of California San Diego 
(UCSD). These students are determined 
to do well in each of their respective col-
lege paths, regardless of whether they 
have decided on a career path or not. 
Mi Tran (12), for example, is attending 
UCSD, and states, “I chose UCSD be-
cause it is the best public school in San Di-
ego right now. It is one of the top schools 
for biology major. Also, I like it when 
they also have a grad school (UCSD med 
school) attached to it since I’m planning 
on becoming a doctor.” Tran has both a 
major, and a career path in mind, allow-
ing her to focus in on her studies immedi-
ately upon starting college. Tran even has 
a specific vision of what she wants to do 
within her career. She states: “I’m major-
ing in Human Biology at UCSD because 
I love biology and physiology classes 
that I took/am taking in high school. I 
think the healthcare system is quite cor-
rupted and unreasonable in many things 
that they do, so I wanna be a part of it to 
see what I can change in my own way.”

Other students are not quite ready 
to make a full decision on their career 

paths yet, or have decided to wait to go 
to a four-year university. Some are using 
the opportunity to study at Miramar Com-
munity College so they can ease into life 
at a four-year college. One such student is 
Elizabeth Chavez (12), who says “I wanted 
to save money, get a quality education, and 
have time to adapt to college life before I 
enter a four year university. I will be study-
ing linguistics.” Besides studying linguis-
tics, Chavez also hopes to become involved 
in extracurriculars and various other extra 
activities in college. “I plan on joining the 
AFROTC program at San Diego State Uni-
versity in order to train and become a Unit-
ed States Air Force officer,” says Chavez.

Almost an equal amount of students de-
ciding to go to college in California have 
also been contemplating on exploring other 
states. Chavez stated that her reasoning for 
staying in California was that “[she] doesn’t 
see [her]self studying out of state. Califor-
nia is a beautiful place and there’s so much 
to explore within the golden state.” With so 
many veritable college options in Southern 
California alone, it is hard to argue against 
staying in state. However, just as many good 

schools exist outside California. Students 
such as Amanda Ong (12) and Marlene 
Freerksen (12) are choosing to explore 
those schools. Ong, who will be attending 
Miramar Community College, will further 
transfer to an out of state school. She says, 
“For now I will not be going out of state, 
but once I complete my credits and decide 
on my major, I will be transferring to Wash-
ington State University because I would 
love to see other beauties of the world and 
be able to meet new people, since I’ve 
lived in San Diego all my life. I believe 
that this is a great opportunity to go some-
where else for my education.” Freerksen, 
who is attending Grand Canyon University 
(GCU), also explains her reasoning behind 
venturing beyond the Californian borders. 
“I chose [GCU] because it was faith-based, 
the tuition was reasonable, I received a 
scholarship, and the classroom setup and 
style really go well with my degree. I 
choose to go out of state because I’ve al-
ways loved Arizona and have wanted to be 
able to experience living in a new state.”

Of course, it’s not just the fellow Fal-
cons and families that will be missing the 

students, the students will miss aspects of 
their life in Scripps Ranch as well. Ong 
states “I will miss my family and old 
friends the most, they’ve been with my 
for most of my life, and even if I won’t 
be able to see them everyday, I know that 
somehow we will remain in touch, they’ll 
always hold a special place in my heart no 
matter how far we are apart.” Tran simi-
larly says “I will definitely miss being in 
AFJROTC, because it’s been a life chang-
ing experience after being a part of it for 
four years. I think RO is really a place 
where people can show what they can do 
and get acknowledged for it. Plus, I like 
the abundant amount of field trips and 
competition we have. They are very fun.”

While our fellow Falcons may be flying 
the nest very soon, nobody will forget the 
amazing memories made at Scripps Ranch 
High School. Each graduating student will 
be leaving with the best of wishes from 
family and friends alike. Each student still 
at Scripps Ranch, as well as family mem-
bers, will also send the seniors off strongly, 
ensuring that they are fully prepared for the 
life in college and in a career ahead of them.

Nick Stone
COPY EDITOR

A Streetcar comes to Scripps Ranch

SRHS senior send-off

COURTESY OF SRHS FALCON PLAYHOUSE
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     The Fearless Girl statue, which has 
stood opposite from Charging Bull near 
Wall Street since March 7, 2017, is be-
ing relocated to face the New York Stock 
Exchange. The statue, which was estab-
lished by State Street Global Advisors, is 
meant to advocate for workplace gender 
diversity. Fearless Girl was originally 
only supposed to remain at Bowling 
Green for a few days, but its permit was 
extended for a year due to the positive 
response it gained. On April 19, State 
Street Global Advisors announced Fear-
less Girl would be moving to her perma-
nent new home by the end of this year.
       Fearless Girl received an overwhelming 
amount of support from the public upon 
its installment, but some were against her 
placement in front of the Charging Bull. 
Arturo Di Modica, the artist who installed 
the 7,000-pound bull in 1989 is one of 
Fearless Girl’s opposers. Recently, Di 
Modica said he wanted the statue facing 
his removed because it altered the mes-
sage his work was meant to convey. At 
a press conference in 2017, Di Modica 

stated, “Fearless Girl tarnished the message 
of the bull [which is] a better America and 
a better world.” Fearless Girl artist Kristen 
Visbal disagrees with his claim, saying, “Di 
Modica is upset, even though he also placed 
his sculpture on the streets in the middle of 
the night! We’ve placed Fearless Girl at a 
very respectful distance from The Charging 
Bull.” Di Modica hasn’t responded to fear-
less girl’s removal from Bowling Green.
       Di Modica was not the only artist who 
expressed his frustration with the install-
ment of Fearless Girl. Two moths following 
the statue’s placement at Bowling Green, 
artist Alex Gardera put his own sculpture 
next to Fearless Girl, portraying a small 
dog urinating on the statue’s shoe. Gardera 
States, “I decided to build this dog and make 
it crappy to downgrade the statue, exactly 
how the girl is a downgrade on the bull. 
[Fearless Girl] has nothing to do with femi-
nism, and it is disrespectful to the artist that 
made the bull.” Di Modica and Gardera’s 
responses to Fearless Girl  were outweighed 
by the public’s support, and the statue’s per-
mit was continued until the end of 2017.
New York Mayor, Bill De Blasio, a strong 
supporter of Fearless Girl, states, “Fearless 
Girl is a powerful symbol of the need for 
change at the highest levels of corporate 
America.” De Blasio adds, “She will be-
come a durable part of our city’s civic life.” 
De Blasio believes Fearless Girl’s reloca-
tion to the NYSE will continue to inspire 

gender diversity in the workplace. Visbal 
adds onto De Blasio’s statement, saying, 
“Her message goes far beyond the cor-
porate environment… The message may 
have begun as a statement about Wall 
Street, but the statue has taken on a life of 
her own. She represents what any little girl 
could become.” Because Fearless Girl’s 
message is so strong, Visbal is ‘excited’ 
about her new location and feels that “she 
will be able to stand on her own” in front 
of the Stock Exchange once she is moved.
     The NYSE also welcomes the Fear-
less Girl. President of the New York Stock 
Exchange, Thomas Farley, stated that 
Fearless Girl is “a striking symbol of our 
ongoing journey toward greater equal-
ity. He continues, “We eagerly await 
the arrival of Fearless Girl to her fitting 
new home,” Lori Heinel, deputy global 
chief investment officer for State Street 
Global, states, “We think it’s perfect that 
she’s going to stay… at the heart of that 
financial district,” Heinel wants Fear-
less Girl to remain a “constant reminder 
of the work that public companies still 
have to do” to increase gender diversity. 
     Fearless Girl has remained at Bowl-
ing Green in New York City since Interna-
tional Women’s day of last year, and will 
continue to inspire the public after her up-
coming relocation to the NYSE. The city 
has also spoken of moving the Charging 
Bull but has yet to discuss its new location. 

Katrina Maguire
COPY EDITOR

     Following a 61 hour debate, the French 
National Assembly has passed a tough new 
immigration law that tightens the rules 
around asylum approved in a vote of 228 in 
favor, 139 against, and 24 abstentions. The 
bill passed largely with the support of Ma-
cron’s Republic on the Move (LREM) party.
     More than 200 of the changes were 
suggested by LREM members as Ma-
cron’s own lawmakers openly challenged 
his plans to double the maximum time 
migrants can be held in detention to 90 
days. The bill shortens asylum application 
deadlines, doubles the time for which il-
legal migrants can be detained, and intro-
duces a one-year prison sentence for en-
tering France illegally.  Interior Minister, 
Gerard Collomb, comments that the bill 
aims for “better controlled” immigration. 
Halving the waiting time for asylum ap-
plications to six months makes it easier 
to deport migrants rejected from the sys-
tem. Accepted refugees will be given more 
help to integrate work opportunities and 
language curriculum access. The bill also 
reduces the time that asylum-claimants 
have to lodge their application from 90 
to 120 days and gives them two weeks to 
appeal if unsuccessful.  Non-government 
organizations say it is not enough time to 
gather undisputed evidence of their claims. 
     Human rights groups say the bill goes 
too far. According to Human Rights Watch, 
shortening asylum application deadlines 
could negatively impact the “most vulnera-
ble asylum seekers, who would be the ones 
most likely to miss the deadline.” They add 
on, “Under the guise of providing a more 
effective asylum system, the bill includes 
a series of measures that would diminish 
access to protection.” Others says it feels 
as though France is criminalizing all ille-

gal immigrants even though they are not 
considered as felons. Opposition to the 
bill was found across both right-wingers, 
left-wingers, and far right-wingers. The 
government attempted to defend the bill 
as balanced, but has been criticized by the 
right wing for being too soft, and by the 
left wing who find the bill to be repres-
sive. Many left wing opponents lashed 
out in Parliament at measures to keep 
asylum seekers awaiting deportation, in-
cluding children, in detention for up to 90 
days. “Nothing justifies locking up a kid,” 
said Socialist deputy, Herve Solignac.
     Although highly controversial, with 
LREM holding more than half the seats 
after battering traditional parties in June’s 
parliamentary elections, the bill has 
passed. Only one LREM deputy, Jean-
Michel Clement, voted against the bill 
and later announced that he was quitting 
the President’s centrist-majority party. “I 
am not sure we’re sending to world citi-
zens the universal message that has always 
been ours,” Clement said in a statement 
after the vote.  Amnesty International 
France said that the law was “danger-
ous” for migrants and asylum seekers and 
“failed to address difficulties facing mi-
grants and asylum seekers in France,” said 
Cécile Coudriau, President of Amnesty 
International France. France received a 
record  of 100,000 asylum applications 
in 2017, a significant number compared 
to the general trend in Europe where the 
number of asylum seekers halved between 
2016 and 2017. Many Africans and South 
Asians end up sleeping on the streets of 
Paris due to a shortage of accommodation. 
     With France’s new immigrant and asy-
lum bill passed, many are anxious to see 
what happens next. Whether immigration 
will be easier to control, or whether riots 
and protests will force France to loosen its 
newly tight grip on immigration policies. 

Kianna Hill
STAFF WRITER

     Earth Day is a global holiday that 
celebrates our planet’s environment. 
Every year on April 22, events from pa-
rades to festivals are hosted to remem-
ber the Earth. However, Earth Day is 
not just about appreciating the environ-
ment, it’s about preserving it as well.
      After an oil spill off the coast of 
Santa Barbara in 1969, Senator Gaylord 
Nelson proposed several reforms regard-
ing how people treat the environment. 
Nelson feared that highly industrialized 
countries such as the United States, were 
too negligent of their environment. In 
response, Nelson declared April 22 Na-
tional Earth Day. Environmental advo-
cate, Denis Hayes, additionally shared 
the concern for the planet’s safety and 
was selected by Nelson to organize the 
first Earth Day. The first Earth Day was 
a massive success. Millions of people 
participated in rallies, teach-ins, school 
sponsored events where teens from all 

over the world voiced their concerns about 
oil spills, pollution, raw sewage, toxic 
dump sites, pesticides, and wildlife ex-
tinction. Earth Day provoked Congress to 
develop many significant environmental 
safeguards including the creation of the 
United States Environmental Protection 
Agency and the passage of the Clean Air, 
Clean Water, and Endangered Species Acts. 
At Scripps Ranch High School, campus 
health is viewed as an important aspect in 
making the campus a better place for stu-
dents. The Recycling Club at SRHS’s  pri-
mary goal is to promote a sustainable envi-
ronment within the school and community. 
“The club has done an exceptional job in 
raising awareness for recycling, classrooms 
and the campus seem much cleaner to me,” 
says Aaron Lowy (10). “I can see the is-
sue of school littering is not something to 
be ignored as it has been brought to the 
attention of many of my teachers” adds 
Lowy. In order to help abate the enviorn-
mental situation, SRHS teachers provide 
a cleaner recycling program by installing 
separate bins for bottles to be recycled apart 
from litter. By promoting environmental 
health, the school’s environment has be-

come more healthy and sustainable for all.
An abundance of students at SRHS have 
their own plans for raising awareness for 
Earth Day. Sophomore, Jett Eller (10) 
states, “Every year around the time of 
Earth Day, my family and I collect our bat-
teries and drop them of to the recycling 
foundation right next to Vons.” Addition-
ally, certain students annually attend the 
San Diego County Earthworks Earth Day 
Fair in Balboa Park. First organized in 
1970, the fair brings together the commu-
nity as well as environmental and govern-
ment leaders, such as the mayor and San 
Diego Senate members, to discuss issues 
of mutual concern while educating the 
public about environmental and ecological 
concerns. “I attend the fair with my fam-
ily every year, it is interesting to learn how 
badly we are polluting our home and [the] 
simple things we can do help the planet,” 
says Cole Rudnick (10). The concern for  
a litter-free country exists not only on the 
SRHS campus but as well the community.
       In all, Earth Day is not a day to admire 
the Earth as it is, but to assist in preserv-
ing it by reducing the pollution concentra-
tion and addressing ecological concerns.

Noah Claxton
STAFF WRITER

     On June 8, the End of the Year Con-
cert takes place in the Quad of Scripps 
Ranch High School. With Mr. Rus-
sell Shedd as the conductor, the Or-
chestra, Band, Percussion, and Choir 
all come together to wrap up the year 
with a final show of a whole years work.
     Throughout the year, students have 
been practicing to show off their skills 
at the final show of the year. There have 
been other performances to practice for 
the final performance. Shayla Bautista 
(11), choir program member, stated, “my 
favorite piece that we have had this year 
was Hide and Seek by Imogen Heap. The 
intense Harmonies made the song difficult 
to sing at first, but the challenge encour-
aged us to sing this hard piece as well as 
possible. I’m all the more grateful and 
proud that we took on a piece- and sang 
it- after months of hard work.” The pro-
grams work hard on perfecting their art 
and the diligence pays off in their perfor-
mances.  Sila Ha (11), part of the orchestra 
program, stated, “one of my favorite pieces 
we’ve ever played is Star Wars because it 
we got to play the original score, which 
made it both challenging and fun.” All the 
different classes stay focused to perform 
well on all their pieces.  Still, the students 
manage to have fun with the experience. 
Their time together also a translates into 
a big second family for each of them. Ha 

continues, “It’s super nice to come back to 
the same thing every year, like no matter 
what my classes turn out to be, I always 
know that I will at least have orchestra to 
love.” Together, the music programs have 
grown throughout high school and those 
relationships that have formed will remain.
     The classes are already practicing and 
putting together what they are planning 
for the concert as this production is big-
ger than any of their other performances 
throughout the year. The memories formed 
here are a great bonding experience. Bau-
tista added, “My favorite memory from 
this year are the rehearsal days we spend 
in the wind tunnel. The feeling of stand-

ing in a circle with friends and singing a 
song, as graceful as Dominus Vobiscum 
or as intense as Hide and Seek, in a tun-
nel that resonates our sounds (and makes 
us cold) always overwhelms me with a 
certain joy that comes from great music.” 
Sabrina Hardisty, junior orchestra player, 
continued to talk about her favorite mem-
ory; “The concert I played with Alex Law-
son was my favorite because, not only was 
it my first time being featured. But it was 
also a special night we dedicated to Ruby 
and the look on her face when she when 
she found out a concert was a dedication 
to her and everyone wore ruby red, she 
completely lit up, and that was priceless.” 

Rehearsals and practices are important 
too since the pieces are rigorous to learn. 
Bautista elaborates by saying, “The end 
of the year concert is always described as 
an event rather than a concert because an 
“event” better describes what we do at the 
end of the year. Our theme of dance espe-
cially excites me as I am a lover of both 
dance and music [whether it’d be through 
choir or band or orchestra]. It will be ex-
citing to see how we incorporate both arts 
into one large event.” Ananya Madabushi, 
a senior band player, quoted, “At the end 
of the year concert I love when everyone 
in the music department comes together 
and puts on a performance that shows all 

the work we have put in this year. I also 
enjoy seeing all the creative ideas come 
together in council and watch the whole 
process develop.” The programs spend 
a lot of time gathering everything they 
need for the perfection they show off at 
the end of the year. The pieces are picked 
carefully so that the time spent practic-
ing them makes a masterpiece of sound.
     Students are looking foward to anoth-
er year of practicing and playing in their 
seasonal concerts in the upcoming year. 
Bautista and Ha both look forward to re-
turning to their programs. “Of course I 
plan on returning to the program! Orches-
tra is one of my favorite classes and my 
high school experience would not be the 
same without it,” Ha stated, and continu-
ing off of her, Bautista added, “I do plan 
on returning to choir for my last year of 
high school in order to continue fulfilling 
my passion for music, singing, and perfor-
mance with an amazing group of people 
and an amazing director.” Madabushi, 
stated, “I am a senior this year and I have 
enjoyed being in the music department for 
4 years because it has definitely impacted 
positively and I love all the people who 
have become close to me through this 
program in my 4 years.” But, despite los-
ing some great players, it still sounds like 
it is going to be a great next year already.
    The End of the Year Concert is on June 8. 
Between orchestra, band, percussion, and 
choir, the Scripps Ranch High School’s 
Quad should be filled with friends and family 
listening to a years of hard work paying off.

Fearless Girl statue relocation Asylum changes in France

Kaila Mellos
COPY EDITOR

The final concert of the year

Earth Day Celebrated

COURTESY OF BLANDFORD NATURE CENTER

COURTESY OF SRHS
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     With finals and APs drawing to a 
close, school sponsored activities start-
ing to wind down, and the temperatures 
beginning to increase, the students at 
Scripps Ranch High find their minds be-
ginning to leave the classroom, dream 
of sandy beaches, and disregard home-
work assignments. The students are ex-
cited to leave teacher lectures behind, and 
trade in their backpacks for a beach bag.
     Summer is a great way to relieve the 
stress built up over the school year. “I’m 
looking forward to not having to take AP 
Bio anymore,” Shravya Sangepelli (10) 
commented. She continues, “It was an in-
teresting class, but was tough. I’m looking 
forward to catching up on some sleep.” 
Besides leaving the memories of school 
far behind, some Falcons are looking for-
ward to spending days with family and 
friends. Kashika Gupta (9) commented, “I 
love going to the beach with my friends, 
so I’m excited to do that.” William Park 
(10) commented, “I’m going to spend my 
days playing video games with friends 
to recover from this year. When I’m not 
playing video games, I’m looking for-

ward to improving my badminton game.” 
Sounds like the students at Scripps are ea-
ger to leave school work behind, and en-
ter the long and relaxing days of summer. 
    Summer is also a great time to travel. 
“My family and I are going to China this 
summer,” Gao (9) stated, “I can’t wait to 
see all of my family!” Some trips some 
Falcons are taking aren’t international, too. 
Jessica Phan (12) said, “What I’m most 
looking forward to this summer is going 
up to Los Angeles to see a K-Pop concert. 
It’s in August. It’s a concert for this group 
called Monsta X’s.” Traveling is a great 
way to bond with family both near and 
far, and is a fantastic way to see the world. 
     Summertime is also a great time to have 
new experiences. Gao (9) commented, “My 
friends and I are planning to find new plac-
es to hang out around San Diego. We love 
going on little adventures, and need to find 
new places to eat.” Sanigepalli (10) stated, 
“I just got my driver’s permit, so am looking 
forward to driving,” With the added time 
on their hands, some students are schedul-
ing time to give back to their communities. 
Gupta (9) said, “I’m planning on doing 
a lot of community service.” Hopefully 
these Falcons will gain a lot of new knowl-
edge and stories from these adventures. 
    Summer, however, is also an opportu-
nity to do more work. For the soon-to-be 

juniors, this three-month break is three-
months of SAT prep, whether that be in a 
classroom or preparing one’s mind men-
tally. “SAT prep is something I’m not 
looking forward to. But starting early al-
lows me more time to prepare, so I hope 
it helps me when the test comes,” Sani-
gepalli (10) stated. “I’m also taking SAT 
prep,” Sophia Milanov (10) commented, 
“But I am also doing COSMOS, which 
is a four-week program held at colleges 
around California for people who are in-
terested in science and mathematics. I’m 
hoping to learn a lot from that.” Hope-
fully, hard working students can relax, too. 
    The upcoming summer also invokes 
memories from past summers. “One of 
my favorite summer memories is going 
to Korea to visit my family,” William 
Park stated (10), “I loved hanging out 
with my little cousins.” Gupta (9) said, 
“My favorite summer memory has to be 
the summer that my family and I took a 
road trip to Canada, and then later went 
to India to visit family.” Maybe this sum-
mer more fun memories will be made. 
    With school coming to an end, many 
Falcons are exploring the ideas of go-
ing to the beach, traveling outside of 
the country, or continuing their educa-
tion with different programs that will 
help them with their SATs and ACTs. 

     On April 17, 2018 Barbara Pierce 
Bush passed away at age 92. Bush was 
the former First Lady of the United 
States from 1989 to 1993 and the wife of 
George H. W. Bush the 41st President of 
the United States. Also, among her six 
children are George W. Bush, the 43rd 
President, and Jeb Bush, the 43rd Gov-
ernor of Florida. Barbara Bush’s funeral 
was held on April 21, 2018 at St. Mar-
tin’s Episcopal Church in Houston, Texas 
where she and her husband were devoted 
members for decades. Barack Obama, 
George W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George H. 
W. Bush, and First Lady Melania Trump 
along with some 1500 people gathered 
to celebrate her life and mourn her death. 
     When Barbara Bush became 63 her 
health began to decline. Bush was diag-
nosed with Graves’ disease in 1988. Later 
on, she suffered from congestive heart 
failure and chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (COPD). Barbara Bush was also 
a heavy smoker for 25 years, but she quit 
in 1968 when a nurse condemned her for 
smoking in her hospital room after surgery. 
In November 2008, Bush was hospitalized 
for abdominal pains and underwent small 
intestine surgery. She underwent aortic 
valve replacement surgery in March 2009. 
Bush was hospitalized with pneumonia on 
New Year’s Eve 2013 and was released 
from the hospital a few days later. In April 
2018, her family released a statement re-
garding her failing health, stating that she 
had chosen to be at home with family, 
desiring comfort rather than further treat-
ment. Her decision came as a result of “a 
series of recent hospitalizations,” accord-
ing to family spokesman Jim McGrath.
     In 1966, George Bush was elected 
as a U.S. Representative in Congress 
from Texas. Barbara raised her chil-

dren while her husband campaigned 
and occasionally joined him on the 
trail. Over the ensuing years, George Bush 
was elected or appointed to several differ-
ent positions in the U.S. Bush was elected 
in November 1988 and sworn in on Janu-
ary 20, 1989. Family literacy was Barbara 
Bush’s cause as First Lady, and she deemed 
it “the most important issue we have”. Af-
ter her son Neil was diagnosed with dys-
lexia, she took an extra interest in literacy 
issues and began working with several 
different literacy organizations. She spent 
much time researching and learning about 
the factors that contributed to illiteracy, 
she believed homelessness was also con-
nected to illiteracy. She became involved 
with many literacy organizations, served 
on literacy committees and chaired many 
reading organizations. Eventually, she 
helped develop the Barbara Bush Foun-
dation for Family Literacy. She continued 
to be dedicated to eliminating the genera-
tional cycle of illiteracy in America by 
supporting programs where parents and 
their young children can learn together. 
     Barbara Bush received many awards 
for her amazing contributions to society 
during her time as Second Lady and First 
Lady, and even after her political posi-
tions ended. In 1982, Barbara Bush re-
ceived the D.A.R. Medal of Honor from 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. 
She became a member in 1985 and con-
tinued her membership until her death. In 
1995, Bush received the Award for Great-
est Public Service Benefiting the Disad-
vantaged, an award given out annually by 
Jefferson Awards. In 1997, she was the 
recipient of The Miss America Woman 
of Achievement Award for her work with 
literacy programs. In 2016, she received 
honorary membership in Phi Beta Kappa 
from the University of Houston chapter. 
     Barbara Bush will forever be remem-
bered by her strong values, incredible 
work ethic, kind attitude, and giving heart. 

Barbara Bush’s legend 
will live onSchool’s out - scream and shout!

Georgina Madok
STAFF WRITER

Arielle Schube
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     The Goodbye Rally, the final pep rally of 
the school year, is rapidly approaching, and 
the ASB organizing team behind the rally 
has many surprises in store for all the stu-
dents. Much planning and preparation has 
gone into this rally, especially considering 
that it is the final rally the senior class at-
tends before they are off to their respective 
colleges. The Goodbye Rally provides all 
students with the opportunity to send off 
the seniors with one final energy-filled 
gathering. The rally also gives other stu-
dents a final burst of positivity as they head 
into the start of final exams. With the plan-
ning that is currently going into the rally, it 
is sure to be worthy of the final gathering 
of excited students in this school year, as 
well as the final rally for the Class of 2018.
      So far, ASB has tried their best to incorpo 
rate ideas for events into the rally that oth-
er students have come up with. ASB rep-
resentatives have gone from classroom to 
classroom during the core period to survey 
students as to what they’d like to see in the 
rally. The involvement of student input in 
the planning of the rally will allow for more 
opportunities for students to feel like they 
are participating in the rally. ASB has also 
reached out to several of the extracurricular 
groups and clubs such as Band, Orchestra, 
Dance, Hip Hop Club, Cheer, and others. 
ASB is trying their best to involve as many 
other parties as possible in order to create a 
more diverse, involved, and exciting rally.
    The main ASB members spearheading 
the planning operation for the Goodbye 
Rally are the Spirit Commissioner, Nick 
Hatch, and the Assistant Spirit Commis-
sioner, Ricky Richards. “We try to plan 
teacher events, try to plan games, then 
designate people to to decorate and plan 
things out,” says Hatch. The planning 
of events for the rally is centered mostly 
around the graduating class, since the rally 
will be the last one attended by the senior 
class. “Generally the theme of the last rally 
is the ‘Goodbye Rally’ for the seniors, so 

we’ll most likely have a senior-centered 
event to say goodbye to them,” says Hatch. 
The Assistant Spirit Commissioner, Ricky 
Richards, has also played a large role in the 
planning for the Goodbye Rally. Richards 
states “We haven’t planned the rally in 
full yet. So far we’ve mostly been brain-
storming for the project proposal and col-
lecting ideas for what people want at the 
rally.” Once again, the seeking of student 
involvement shows that ASB aspires to 
make the final rally the most exciting and 
well-received among students. “We want 
to make the rally different than it was last 
year, and we want to make it better,” says 
Richards. The Spirit committee has also 
begun planning the spirit week themes for 
the week prior to the Goodbye Rally. “We 
only know a few official days for spirit 
week from what input we’ve received from 
students and other ASB members. Some 
ideas we have in the works are meme day, 
college day, and pajama day,” states Rich-
ards. All the planning and preparation go-
ing into this rally builds up expectations for 
an exciting final performance of the year.
    Student input has played a large part 
in the crafting of the final rally. After ASB 
representatives surveyed many students to 
collect both new ideas to freshen up the 
performances in the rally, and construc-
tive comments as to how to improve the 
general quality of the ASB rallies. One 
student, Rayan Zarrabi (11), provides his 
input: “I like to see stuff that’s entertain-
ing, funny, cool, and that gets the crowd 
hyped.” Many students share these senti-
ments, and would like to see more spirit 
from the general body of students during 
the rallies. “I love seeing the performanc-
es that are put on by ASB, especially the 
teacher events,” Zarrabi adds. Having ac-
cess to this type of student input, ASB is 
fully equipped to enhance the final rally 
to make it more amazing than ever before.
ASB has ensured by gathering informa-
tion from students, and reviewing feed-
back from previous rallies, that the Good-
bye Rally will be a spectacular show to 
end the year. With all of the preparation 
by the Spirit Committee, the last rally of 
the school year, and the last rally all se-
niors attend, will be one to remember.

Nick Stone
COPY EDITOR

SRHS Goodbye Rally 
preperations made
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