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Infinity War blows universe away

The Purge gets political

Mission; impossible to end

    On Thursday, April 26, 2018, Avengers: 
Infinity War was released in theaters 
worldwide. The long awaited superhero 
team-up broke Black Panther’s record for 
best-selling superhero movie in the first 24 
hours of presales and also broke 1$ billion 
in the worldwide box office within the 
first month of ticket pre-sales. Twenty-two 
superheroes, including Captain America, 
Spider-man, Iron Man, and a variety of 
characters assemble against one mad villain.

Chris Evans is set to reprise his famous 
role as Captain America alongside returning 
actors to the MCU such as Robert Downey 
Jr. (Iron Man), Mark Ruffalo (Hulk), 
Benedict Cumberbatch (Dr. Strange), 
as well as many more. In addition to the 
famous returning characters, newcomer 
Josh Brolin, is a new favorite, “Brolin is 
the perfect fit for a villain, although his 
character is going to be CGI, it is going 
to be awesome to watch Thanos,” says 
Aaron Lowy (10). Brolin, who had his rise 
to fame in 1985’s The Goonies, has since 
made an impact in Hollywood as he is also 
set to play the main villain in upcoming 
Marvel movies Deadpool 2 and an untitled 
Avengers: Infinity War sequel. “When he is 
in character, Brolin is intimidating, for me 
personally I believe there couldn’t have been 
a better villain casted,” says Cole Rudnick 
(10). Brolin has been said to be “the perfect 

fit” by fans who await his performance.
Apart from newcomers to the MCU, 

Chris Evans and Robert Downey Jr. aim 
to please fans once more. “Evans is truly 
a hero, I love him as Captain America, 

he always finds this way to impress me 
whether that’s fighting aliens or just having 
lines in the film,” says Jett Eller (10) as he 
comments on Evans’s ability to ground the 
film. Additionally, Robert Downey Jr.’s 

portrayal of Iron Man appeals to many 
fans. “He makes the film entertaining, 
just when you think something serious 
between the characters is unfolding, he 
cracks a joke, he is just overall enjoyable 

and I cannot wait to see him in this 
film,” says Aaron Lowy (10). Overall, 
Evans and Downey Jr. each bring their 
unique personalities to the table making 
MCU films appeal to a wide audience. 

Directors of the long awaited superhero 
film, Joe and Anthony Russo, have had a 
brief experience directing Marvel movies 
such as Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier and Captain America: Civil War. In 
an interview with IGN, the Russo brothers 
commented on the production, saying, 
“The ability to have this many actors in a 
film, played by an exceptional cast is an 
amazing gift to us, the cast brought so new 
life into this movie that we never imagined 
was possible.” Later on, the brothers went 
on to say, “We hope this film is the one to 
make the fans jaws drop, we hope to give the 
audience a reward for this long anticipated 
film, and we hope fans enjoy it as much as 
we have a had producing it.” Additionally, 
in a separate interview with Entertainment 
Tonight, the brothers commented on the 
cast saying, “The cast has been amazing, 
Robert and Chris have especially helped 
the production run smoothly and we 
cannot thank them enough.” The long 
production, along with an exceptional cast 
and crew, has set high expectations for 
itself as the film looks to please the fans. 

Overall, Avengers Infinity: War 
is an  action packed film produced 
by veteran directors and exceptional 
actors. The film looks to satisfy 
many, as fans can catch the Avengers 
assemble in theaters worldwide now.                   

On July 4, 2018, Universal Pictures 
will be releasing its new movie, The First 
Purge, in theaters nationwide. The film 
will be a prequel to the original movie of 
the Purge franchise which was released 
in 2013. This prequel, and the original 
film, were written by James DeMonaco. 
However, it will have a new director, 
Gerald McMurray. Fans are interested 

to see how this film, taking place before 
the first Purge film, will contribute to this 
line of dystopian action horror movies.

The First Purge takes place before 
The Purge and all other subsequent films 
of the franchise. The story of this film 
follows the beginning of this dystopian 
nation’s system, where, to push the crime 
rate down, the New Founding Fathers of 
America try out a new sociological theory 
to have all aggression released out in 
one night within an isolated community. 
However, all hell breaks out when violence 
reaches a breaking point and the system 
ends up continuing and expanding the one-

night purge system to the rest of the nation. 
The film is trying out some new things 

in terms of production for this fourth 
installment of the franchise. For starters, 
James DeMonaco, the creator of the Purge 
movies, will not be returning as the director, 
but working as a writer. DeMonaco has 
brought in Gerard McMurray to direct the 
film, as well as Jason Blum, Michael Bay, 
Brad Fuller, Andrew Form, and Sebastien 
Lemercier to produce the film. The film 
will be starring Y’Lan Noel, Melonie 
Diaz, Joivan Wade, Luna Lauren Velez, 
and Marisa Tomei, which are new faces to 
these movies. The head cinematographer is 

Anastas N. Michos and the music is created 
by Nathan Whitehead. The cast and crew 
began filming in mid-September of 2017, 
filming in Buffalo, New York, and finished 
up the shooting on November 8, 2017.

The film and elements of it pre-release, 
have been thoroughly thought of by the 
creator DeMonaco. The film’s release on 
July 4 is ironic, because the film is about 
a corrupt, dystopian America, while July 
4 celebrates the freedom of the nation. 
In addition, the directors and creator said 
there is to be some references and possible 
cameos from the other Purge films in the 
franchise and fans should watch out closely 

for them. However, this film is meant to 
appeal to all audiences, new or experienced 
with the franchise, because although this 
is the fourth installment of the series, the 
story of this film takes place before all the 
other movies, so those who are new viewers 
will be able to understand with ease. 

With The First Purge coming out on July 
4, 2018, DeMonaco and Gerard McMurray 
have prepared a prequel film to set the stage 
for all of the other previous purge movies. 
The creators of this film are excited to see 
in the summer of 2018 how audiences 
nationwide, both new and experienced to 
the Purge movies, react to this prequel.

By Shayan Nowazari
COPY EDITOR

By Victor de Azevedo Rashidi
STAFF WRITER

Mission: Impossible – Fallout is 
an upcoming American action spy 
film written, directed and produced by 
Christopher McQuarrie. It is the sixth 
installment in the Mission: Impossible 
film series and stars Tom Cruise, Rebecca 
Ferguson, Ving Rhames, Simon Pegg, 
Michelle Monaghan, Alec Baldwin, and 
Sean Harris who all reprise their roles 
from previous films. Henry Cavill, Wes 
Bentley, Vanessa Kirby, Sian Brooke, and 
Angela Bassett will join the franchise. 
The film is scheduled to be released on 

July 27, 2018, and will be the first in the 
series to be released in RealD 3D and 
IMAX 3D. The film will also have a 2D 
IMAX release. McQuarrie is also the first 
director to direct two films in the franchise.

When an IMF mission ends badly, the 
world is faced with dreadful consequences. 
As Ethan Hunt takes it upon himself to 
fulfill his original briefing, the CIA begins 
to question his loyalty and his motives. 
Hunt finds himself in a race against time, 
hunted by assassins and past allies while 
trying to prevent a global catastrophe.

It’s been made clear that Tom Cruise is 
pushing himself to the limits with the stunt 
work on the film. We already know that 
one of the stunts he performed resulted in 
an injury that broke his ankle and delayed 

production for a short time,. Along with the 
action and intrigue, it’s interesting to see 
that Michelle Monaghan is being brought 
back for this sequel. The last time we saw 
Monaghan was seen as Ethan Hunt’s love 
interest Julia, for a quick moment at the end 
of Ghost Protocol. It remains to be seen how 
big her role will be in this next adventure.

Reshoots for Cavill’s role in Justice 
League conflicted with the schedule 
for Fallout, for which he had grown a 
mustache which he was contracted to keep 
while filming; as a result Justice League’s 
VFX team was forced to use special effects 
to digitally remove it in post-production. 
This lead to the infamous mustache that 
created some technical problems for the 
post-production team on Justice League. 

Filming was originally supposed to 
begin in Paris on April 10, 2017. Other 
locations include Britain, India, New 
Zealand and Norway. Filming officially 
began on April 8, 2017. Some of the 
filmings were also taking place in New 
Zealand in July 2017. The municipality 
of Forsand in Norway allowed the closing 
of Preikestolen for a time in autumn for 
the film’s shoot; only crew members 
and cast were allowed to approach the 
mountain for nine consecutive days. They 
also were allowed up to 50 helicopter 
landings per day. In August 2017, Cruise 
injured his right leg on the London set 
during filming. Following his accident, 
the studio halted the production for at least 
nine weeks which would be taken to heal 

Cruise’s broken ankle and other injuries 
and released a statement saying that they 
would be keeping the July 2018 release 
date for the film. Filming was resumed 
in early October 2017, with Tom Cruise 
spotted on set seven weeks after his initial 
injury, and two weeks earlier than initially 
planned. On January 25, 2018, the title 
was revealed to be Mission: Impossible 
– Fallout. Filming concluded on March 
25, 2018, in the United Arab Emirates.

Between rooftop jumps, fighting 
going on between a helicopter and a 
truck, or Tom Cruise climbing onto a 
helicopter while still in flight, according 
to critics, the newest entry in the 
Mission Impossible franchise will make 
moviegoers hold their breath in disbelief.  
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Millennial falcons ready for Solo

In Solo A Star Wars Story, young 
Han Solo, the captain of the Millennium 
Falcon and one of the great leaders of the 
Rebel Alliance, meets his future copilot 
Chewbacca and encounters the notorious 
gambler Lando Calrissian. However, many 
people, including some hardcore Star Wars 
fans, are not interested or excited for the 
film. The movie came out May 25, 2018. 

Although Solo: A Star Wars Story 
suffered from several creative disruptions 
such as production blocks and scene 
lengths. Director Ron Howard claims that 
the early feedback he’s been receiving 
about the film has been mostly positive. 
When a fan tweeted about the film, in 

hopes he could encourage his wife to see 
the movie, Howard replied, “Based on the 
feedback I’m getting from small screenings 
I think [the wife]would very likely enjoy it. 
[The] action is cool and Han’s relationships 
with these characters drive the story in fun 
and emotional ways.” It is not surprising 
that Howard thinks the film is a success 
and that the small screenings are receiving 
positive feedback. With secrecy always 
surrounding every new Star Wars film, 
Lucasfilm does not follow traditional film 
production methods when it comes to 
getting advanced input on a production. The 
studio aimed to keep the movie’s narrative 
a secret as long as possible, preventing any 
massive test screenings from happening.

Phoebe Waller-Bridge, playing the droid 
L3-37, reveals that she was surprised to be 
cast into the movie because she is one of 
the few people who had never seen a Star 
Wars movie. When the British actress was 

asked to play the droid in the upcoming 
Han Solo spinoff film, she was not entirely 
sure what a droid even was. Bridge states, 
“I was like, ‘What are they talking about?’” 
she laughed as she describes her audition 
for the film as “messy.” “Part of the joy of 
the character is that she’s a little bit more 
flexible and lose than previous droids have 
been, so I think it worked in my favor that I 
was a bit floppy in the room,” said Bridge. 
The droid, L3-37, is a modified droid 
who used other droids parts to improve 
herself. Her mismatched parts are apparent 
in her design, with her BB-8-like head 
and her R2/Astromech-like body. Clever 
and watchful fans have noticed her name 
is spelled out in reference to substituting 
letters with numbers, in which case “L337” 
becomes “leet,” which is slang for “elite.” 
Unlike previous Star Wars movies she is 
a female droid. Bridge adds, “There’s a 
kind of gruffness to her that I loved. [The 

screenwriters], in creating her, avoided 
all the usual tropes of when there’s a lady 
version of something. She’s not sassy and 
she doesn’t skip anywhere and she doesn’t 
try to seduce anyone. She’s just fiercely 
independent and funny and energetic.” 
Many feel this could hurt the direction of 
the Star Wars films, but some are open to 
the different idea. Matthew Gonzales (11) 
states, “It’s interesting, a different angle 
for sure. I think done properly a female 
droid could be just the spin the Star Wars 
spinoff needs.” People are still uncertain of 
how the droid will impact their experience. 

Many fans are most excited to see how 
Han forms bonds with Chewbacca, Lando 
Calrissian, and his other comrades. When 
fans asked Howard about Han’s young 
personality, he stated that Solo: A Star 
Wars Story would be a rite of passage, as 
he becomes the character we all know him 
to be. Howard shared with Entertainment 

Weekly, “The story sends him on an 
unexpected journey that hurdles him into a 
dangerous world surrounded by charismatic 
but lawless characters. And that’s where he 
needs to try to make his way and gain his 
freedom. So, so much of this is about trying 
to satisfy that yearning to really be free, to 
really call his own shots in a very lawless 
part of the galaxy and at a time when it was 
wide-open.” The character fans know from 
previous movies is grumpy and cynical. 
Made clear in Solo: A Star Wars Story, the 
young version of Solo will be a lot more 
enthusiastic. He is not yet the old and jaded 
smuggler that meets Luke and Obi-Wan 
years later from when this film takes place. 
Fans are nervous about the film’s overuse 
of modern humor and unconventional 
characters, but are hoping to be surprised. 
People are looking forward to seeing Han 
Solo once again, and gain insight into 
the early life of the infamous smuggler.  

Hereditary horror 
follows family

The upcoming horror film, Hereditary, 
will be released in theaters throughout 
the United States on June 8, 2018. 
The film was premiered at the 2018 
Sundance Film Festival on January 
21, and has already received many 
positive early reviews. Hereditary 
stars Toni Collette, Alex Wolff, Milly 
Shapiro, Gabriel Byrne and Ann Dowd.

Following the death of her mother, 
Annie Graham (Collette) begins to 
discover dark secrets surrounding her 
family’s past and a presence left by the 
deceased. Annie’s daughter (Shapiro) 
becomes increasingly withdrawn from her 
family after her estranged grandmother’s 
passing. As the movie continues, more 
and more mysteries are unraveled about 
the Graham’s ancestry, eventually forcing 
them to flee from their home in attempt 
to escape their hereditary demons. 

Brian Tallerico, a writer for Roger 
Ebert, shared his opinion on the film after 
watching its premiere at the Sundance 
Film Festival. He states, “Hereditary is a 
deeply unsettling film, the kind of horror 
movie that pulls from relatable human 
emotions like grief and resentment to 
ultimately become an absolute nightmare.” 
Reviews suggest that Hereditary is set 
apart from other horror films, being unique 
in the way it frightens those who watch it. 
“Aster directs the whole thing smoothly, 
nothing jittery, no fake-out jump scares. 
You can tell he’s confident, as well he 
should be — this is a great movie,” says 
critic Eric Snider. Director Ari Aster 
is known for two other dark comedies, 
The Strange Thing About the Johnsons 
(2011) and Munchausen (2013). Aster 

describes the inspiration for Hereditary, 
saying, “The film is a meditation on 
grief and trauma… I wanted to make 
a film that worked as a family drama 
first before even attending to the horror 
elements.” Presently, the film is at 100% 
on the Rotten Tomatoes Tomatometer. 

SRHS student Shea Richardson-Pepper 
(9) comments, “Although it sounds like 
an interesting movie, I’m not really into 
horror movies. I probably wouldn’t watch 
it.” Richardson-Pepper is one of the many 
prospective viewers who were unsure 
about the film. “This isn’t a scary movie. 
It’s pure emotional terrorism, gripping 
you with real horror, the unspeakable 
kind, and then imbuing the supernatural 
stuff with those feelings. It didn’t play me 
like a fiddle. It slammed on my insides 
like a grand piano,” states A. A. Dowd in 
an AV Club article. With movie reviews 
such as these, there is sure to be some 
uneasiness about Hereditary and the 
pure horror it provides to its witnesses.

The film also gained many good 
reviews for the creativity of its director, 
Ari Aster. Vulture critic Kyle Buchanan, 
discusses the depth of the film, saying, “I 
admired that Hereditary largely eschews 
those horror-movie tropes of the jump 
scare and the sudden, shrieking score to 
telegraph its scariest moments.” He adds, 
“Aster is interested in smarter ways to 
scare you and after he’s spent so much 
time getting you invested in this family, 
just about anything that happens to them 
will hurt.” According to critics, the film 
isn’t a typical horror movie, but delivers 
an extremely disconcerting plot that will 
drive fear into the hearts of its viewers.

Though Hereditary is not 
recommended for the faint of heart, so 
far, it is a highly recommended film by 
critics. Viewers eagerly await the horror 
film’s arrival in theaters this summer.

On Friday, April 20, 2018, rapper 
J. Cole released his fifth studio album, 
KOD, through Dreamville Records, Roc 
Nation, and Interscope Records. The 
album was somewhat of a surprise, having 
only been announced on Monday, April 
16. All four of J. Cole’s previous studio 
albums have reached #1 on the Billboard 
200, and KOD is expected to as well.

KOD is expected to top the Billboard 
200, for the week ending April 26. The 
albums are listed based on multi-metric 
consumption. Traditional album sales, 
as well as album-equivalent streams 
are measured. KOD is expected to have 
the biggest opening week of any album 
so far in 2018, with album-equivalent 
sales expected to be in the range of 
350,000-400,000. This figure edges Justin 
Timberlake’s Man of the Woods, the 
previous record for 2018, which reached 
293,000 first week sales. The huge sales 

of KOD were led by online streams; KOD 
smashed previous streaming records, 
reaching 64.5 million streams on Apple 
Music in its first 24 hours of availability. 
This surpassed Drake’s Views, by over a 
million streams. On Spotify, the album was 
streamed 36.7 million times, on the first day. 

The album title has three different 
meanings-Kids on Drugs, King Overdosed, 
and Kill Our Demons. Similar to his 
previous albums, KOD doesn’t contain any 
features from other artists, besides kiLL 
edward, who is an alter-ego of J. Cole. J. 
Cole’s albums have seen lots of success, 
even without collaborating with other 
artists. 2014 Forest Hills Drive, a previous 
album released in 2014, went double 
platinum. J. Cole was the first artist to 
go platinum without features in 25 years. 

KOD features 12 songs spanning 43 
minutes. The album discusses addiction 
of all kinds, from success in “Motiv8”, 
money in “ATM”, and alcoholism in “Once 
an Addict”. “Kevin’s Heart” discusses 
infidelity, and stars Kevin Hart in the 
music video, who’s been at the center of a 
cheating scandal recently. The music video 

was co- directed by J. Cole himself. The 
album received a 3.5 star out of 5 rating 
from Rolling Stone. Hot New Hip Hop gave 
the album 4 stars out of five, and stated, “J. 
Cole’s KOD is a trip well worth taking”. 
In addition, they said, “The album has 
managed to stand as 2018’s most complete 
release thus far; at once concise, cohesive, 
melodic, and challenging”. Scripps Ranch 
High student David Granucci (10) stated, 
“I really liked some of the songs on the 
album. It dragged a little bit in the middle, 
though. My favorite song on the album is 
KOD”. Cole Gorham (10) stated, “I liked 
the album a lot as a whole. My favorite 
song was 1985, the last one.” Overall, 
the album received positive reviews.

Though it hasn’t yet been announced, 
J. Cole is expected to go on tour for KOD 
sometime in 2018. For his last album, 4 
Your Eyez Only, J. Cole toured from June 
1, 2017, to December 9, 2017. During his 
musical career, J. Cole has been viewed by 
many as hit-or miss-- many people enjoy 
his music, but there are many who hate it. 
According to reviews, many of J. Cole’s 
fans enjoyed his most recent release.

J.Cole kills his demons
 in new album

By Gavin Locke
COPY EDITOR

By Kianna Hill
STAFF WRITER

By Katrina Maguire
COPY EDITOR
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The wait is finally over for the brand 
new Pixar movie, Incredibles 2. Opening 
June 15, 2018, the movie, directed by 
Brad Bird, is expected to have a huge 
opening weekend turnout. The first movie 
came out over fourteen years ago, leaving 
the audience with many unanswered 
questions. The audience is expecting much 
from this movie after the years of waiting.

The plot of the movie picks up right 
where it had left off in the previous film 
according to the teasers that have been 
released. When it ended fourteen years 
ago, the audience met the new villian of 
the movie, The Underminer. After hearing 
that Incredibles 2 was coming out, students 
were excited to share their thoughts on the 
movie and reminisce about the first one. 
Sila Ha (11) stated, “I’m beyond excited to 
see it. Stuff like this, when they make the 
sequel way later, is super exciting because 
it’s like reliving your childhood. I definitely 
didn’t go see it in theaters when the first 
one came out probably because I was still 
a baby, but I’ve watched The Incredibles 
more times than I can count.” Julia Ahern 
(11) continued, “I honestly don’t remember 
if I saw it when it first came out, I doubt 
that I did, all I know is that I used to watch 
it all the time at my Aunt and Uncle’s 
house.” Many are excited over the thought 
of it coming out in a matter of weeks.

There are high expectations in 
preparation for the new movie when it 
comes out. Sophie Rangel (11) shared, 
“Yes, I am excited to see the Incredibles. 
I am most excited to see Jack Jack in the 
new film because there’s a lot of confusing 
clips of him in the trailer.” Continuing on, 
Ahern added, “I’m really excited to see the 

new movie but I’m trying not to have too 
high expectations just in case it doesn’t 
live up to the hype.” Most are dying to 
know the answers to the unanswered 
questions left open fourteen years ago.

From the trailers that have been released 
up to now, it seems to be mainly focused on 
Helen Parr’s (Elastigirl) new career. She 
fights crime in many of the trailer scenes, 
while Bob Parr (Mr. Incredible) is taking 

care of the rest of the family. Brad Bird, 
in an interview with The San Francisco 
Chronicles, stated, “I make movies 
because I want to transport people…  I was 
interested in what would happen if Helen 

got a mission and Bob had to be at home, 
what it would bring out in them. Given 
that she was very aggressive and ambitious 
when she was young, as presented in the 
(first) film, and now she has been a mom 
and has put her all into that, how would 
she respond to going back into that arena 
again?” The reason he brought this up 
was because the movie touches on ideas 
of women being independent and the man 
staying at home to watch the family. It is a 
very progressive idea for a much awaited 
movie that is going to be seen by a wide 
variety of people. Bird also did another 
interview with Entertainment Weekly and 
continued, “[I] turned [my] attention to 
the manifestation of familial roles and 
the emotional crises and connections that 
are borne specifically because of them. In 
doing so, he cracked his power problem.” 
This still leaves unanswered questions to 
be answered in the movie then since the 
audience knows a little background of 
how the movie is going to be set up now. 

The first movie has still left many 
questions for the fans. For example, Jack 
Jack’s powers are still a mystery and the 
law against superheroes is still in effect. 
Fans and students have guessed what 
they thought the plot might be. Ahern 
continued, “I can’t really predict what this 
new movie will be about but I have heard 
that it picks up right where the last movie 
left off expect with Elastigirl doing most of 
the superhero crime fighting.” Rangel also 
stated, “I think the plot of Incredibles 2 will 
be about heroes coming back into society 
to stop some sort of villain and in the end 
I think Jack Jack will save the day.” In 
contrast, Winter thought, “The plot will be 
that Mr. Incredible has a hard time finding a 
superhero job in the world they now live in.” 
There are many different theories of how it 
will all unravel for the supers in society.

On June 15, 2018, Pixar’s long-
awaited Incredibles 2 finally hits theatres. 
It has sparked a lot of attention, and 
is sure to have a big couple of weeks 
after its opening day. Fans are hoping 
to have their questions answered, and 
enjoy this incredibly-anticipated film.

By Kaila Mellos
COPY EDITOR 

The return of an incredible family

By Nick Stone
COPY EDITOR

Shots fired in Childish Gambino’s new music video

The multi-talented artist, Donald 
Glover, better known as Childish Gambino, 
recently released the music video for his 
new rap/hip-hop single, “This is America.” 
The video became a nationwide sensation 
almost overnight due to the heavy 
symbolism and socio-political commentary 
hidden throughout the video. Due to the 
fact that Glover himself refuses to disclose 
the meaning of the song, fans are forced 
to speculate on the hidden meaning of the 
visuals present in the video. Theorized 
messages within the song include political 
and social commentary about gun 
violence, black life, black history, mass 
media, and desensitization to violence.

Two of the most shocking moments 
in the video are when Gambino shoots a 
man execution-style, and when he guns 
down a group of gospel singers with an 
automatic rifle. These moments allow 
for the commentary on gun violence 
to be shown. After each killing, a man 
collects the firearm from Gambino on a 
fine red cloth. Each gun is treated like a 
treasure or holy object, and is shown more 
reverence and attention than the bodies 
left by Gambino, which are often dragged 
off screen or left to lie on the ground. 
This is a statement about  how many 
people divert more attention to the rules 
and regulations surrounding guns rather 
than focusing on the deaths that occur. 
Each death serves as a backdrop for more 
political discussion on gun violence. What 
is more, is that the shooting of the gospel 
singers could serve as a direct reference 
to the mass shooting in a black church 
in Charleston, South Carolina, where 
nine churchgoers were brutally gunned 

down by white supremacist Dylann Roof.
The video also contains symbols and 

messages pertaining to the portrayal of 
black people and black life in America. 
One of the first parts of the video depicts 
Gambino dancing to older style R&B music. 
He strikes several poses, including a goofy, 
crooked posture accompanied by a twisted 
expression, as well as a more domineering 
pose where he is flexing and making 
himself seem as large as possible. Both 
of these call back to the stereotype of the 
brute-like yet entertainingly unintelligent 
black man, often depicted in minstrel 
shows of the 1800’s. To further enforce this 
symbolism, Gambino strikes a final pose 
before executing the man. This pose is 
almost identical to the iconic “Jim Crow” 
pose, which is the name of the oppressive 
laws encouraging segregation and social 
discrimination against black people.

To follow this depiction of older 
stereotypes of black people, Gambino 
takes on a more energetic and enthusiastic 
attitude. He performs several dances that 
can be immediately recognized as popular 
modern dance moves such as the Shoot 
and the South African Gwara Gwara. The 
use of popular dances seems to be the 
primary focus of the video, as it appears 
throughout the performance. By making 
the dancing the foreground, Glover’s 
intentions are mainly to distract the viewer 
from the horrible scenes of violence and 
rioting happening in the background. 
People can be seen beating one another 
with various instruments, breaking into 
cars, throwing various objects, and rioting; 
at one point someone even leaps from 
atop a high balcony. All of these scenes, 
however, are set in the background of 
the video, and are out of focus. This is 
to show how general acts of rioting and 
violence are often overshadowed in the 
media by things related to pop culture, 

such as popular dances and trends.
When violence does take center stage 

during the performance, it is only for a split 
second, and is quickly forgotten or ignored. 
After both of the instances where Gambino 
kills someone, both himself and the 
people around him continue as if nothing 
happened. This is to show how even when 
terrible acts of violence occur within the 
United States, there is a short period of 
mourning, recognition, and “thoughts and 
prayers,” before the general population and 
the media move on to another popular trend.

Another symbol seen multiple times 
throughout the video are the teenage 
children seen dancing alongside Gambino. 
These children could be interpreted as 
multiple different things. If it is assumed 
that Gambino himself represents the nation 
of America, the children could be just as 
blind as the viewer to the violence in the 
background, and are dancing along with 
Gambino to show their conformance to 
pop culture. The children are some of the 
few people who are never harmed by the 
rioting or violence, and this could be due 
to their conformity to American trends. 
To expand on that theory, both of the 
victims of Gambino’s killings represent 
musical elements of popular music’s 
deep roots in black historical culture. 
The guitar being played along with an 
R&B-esque verse reflects some of the 
older black musical elements. The gospel 
singers represent the popular worship-
style music in black churches and black 
communities. Both of these music genre 
symbols are quickly gunned down by 
Gambino, the representation of America, 
and the harder, trap-esque bass begins 
again as Gambino utters the phrase “This 
is America”. This could imply that the 
media and general population prefers the 
hard rap and hip-hop style of black music, 
and not the older, more deeply rooted 

black styles of music like gospel and R&B.
This symbolism is further confirmed in 

the song’s lyrics, especially the repeated 
chorus, which states “This is America, 
don’t catch you slippin’ up.” The ones 
Gambino is referencing as “you” are the 
popular rap and hip-hop artists that feed 
into pop culture and popular trends. This is 
reinforced by Gambino’s use of both dance 
moves and ad libs from other popular 
artists’ pieces. The message behind this 
is that America hails the popular rap and 
hip-hop artists as leaders of black music 
in America, but restrict them so they stay 
within the image that the media wants 
portrayed. America doesn’t want these 
artists to “slip up,” and wants them to stay 
within the media’s “frame.” This “frame” is 
actually referenced in the beginning of the 
song, where Gambino says “Girl, you got 
me dancing. Dance and shake the frame.” 
This line could be interpreted as the “girl” 
being America, telling the popular artists 
to dance and sing how the media wants. 
Gambino implores these artists to “shake 
the frame” placed around them by the 
mass media. One way this could be done 
is by bringing black roots into more of 
their popular songs and dances, such as 
the Gwara Gwara dance mentioned before, 
which holds its origin in South Africa.

Finally, Gambino communicates 
another message around halfway through 
the video, where he utters the line “this a 
celly, that’s a tool.” The “celly” refers to a 
cell phone, as affirmed by the next shot in 
the video, which shows a group of kids on 
the balcony above the violence, recording 
the whole scene on their cell phones. 
Gambino is making the claim here that cell 
phones are a tool that can be used by the 
masses to reveal the true nature of America 
and its popular figures. The scenes of 
violence and rioting present in American 
society today can often only be seen for 

what they are in online videos taken by 
bystanders during riots or fights. Gambino 
implores those with cell phones to use 
them to expose the true nature of American 
society that isn’t shown by the mass media.

The final and possibly the most severe 
message conveyed in the video appears as 
a symbol for only a few seconds. During 
the scene where the children can be seen 
dancing around Gambino, a rider dressed 
in black clothing rides by on a white horse 
in the background. This could be a biblical 
allusion to the black rider on a pale horse 
who is said to symbolize the coming of the 
Apocalypse. The message conveyed here 
is that if acts of violence and heated riots 
continue in America, and are not exposed 
or dealt with by the mass media, then 
the peaceful America as we know it will 
end. Gambino is saying that the violence 
and rioting that runs rampant in America 
will usher in the end of American society.

Both the song and accompanying video 
for Childish Gambino’s “This is America” 
are filled to the brim with symbolism and 
subtle messages that comment on the 
political and social climate of the United 
States. While Donald Glover himself 
refuses to comment on the meaning of the 
song, fans and analysts have pulled the 
piece apart to reveal a call to action for 
both the general public and the popular 
black artists they follow. Glover asks 
his fellow black artists to “shake the 
frame” placed around them by American 
media by not allowing their roots to be 
killed and forgotten. He also asks of the 
general public to overcome mass media 
by revealing the true nature of American 
society any way they can. Glover asks that 
the violence and oppression in America is 
not ignored, and is recognized as a major 
issue by all. He communicates this message 
effectively through his symbolic portrayal 
of these issues in “This is America.”
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