
Falcon Flyer
Volume 23, 10410 Treena St. San Diego, CA 92131 FRIDAY, April 6, 2018

INDEX
NEWS |                                       1
OPINIONS |                                   4
SPECIAL FEATURES |              7
ENTERTAINMENT |              10                                          
SPORTS |                                   13

THE SCRIPPS RANCH HIGH SCHOOL

Issue 2

 

SPORTS

Roller Hockey
In line for a new season
 See Page 13

ENTERTAINMENT

Stars align for
the Last Jedi
 See Page 10

OPINIONS

Boy Scouts (finally)
allow girls
     See Page 4

SPCIAL FEATURES

A Year In Review
 See Page 7

     In less than five years, there have been 
more than two hundred shootings in the 
United States, which on average means 
that there have been almost four shoot-
ings per week that have taken place at 
a school. In these shootings, there have 
been 63 deceased, and 156 people who 
have been seriously injured. This is a 
major concern for school safety. Many 
students are reluctant to attend school, 
because they fear for their public safety.
     Currently, less than a quarter of the year 
has passed and four shootings have oc-
curred in schools. More and more students 
started feeling unsafe in their learning en-
vironment. However, many individuals 
at Scripps Ranch High School have cre-
ated their own ideas of what school safety 
means. Student Morgan McNamara (11) 
claims, “I think our school safety is good 
right now as it is, and measures are be-

ing taken to keep it that way. But with 
previous events that have occurred, 
there are definitely more things that can 
be improved on to provide us, students 
and faculty, with more safety features to 
feel more secure at school. I think that 
by people just being kind to each other, 
it could really improve people feeling 
more safe. Being nice to each other is 
really what this revolves around.” An-
other student, Alexis Ungar (9) states, 
“School safety is the most important 
thing we have. School is supposed to be 
a safe place for us to learn and develop 
as humans. With threats and violence 
happening, It’s not possible to achieve 
that goal. In a utopic world, we would 
not need to have lockdowns, or need to 
be worried that something bad will hap-
pen to us.” Student Holly Fleurbaaij (10) 
adds, “Recent events like what has hap-
pened in Florida is serious. It is not a 
joke, and it is sad that some people take 
it like a joke. I also believe that not a lot 
of people realize how serious this is just 
because they don’t believe it could hap-
pen to them. Schools like Torrey Pines 
High and Rancho Bernardo High School 

have had very serious threats, which is hon-
estly just terrifying. I can only hope some-
thing like that does not happen at Scripps, or 
to any school in the future really.” Accord-
ing to www.educationworld.com, a perfect 
learning environment is described as, ‘cre-
ating a classroom that is organized and that 
is characterized by mutual respect’, which 
makes it a lot easier to teach effectively, 
and one of the most important things teach-
ers can do to promote learning is to create 
classroom environments where students feel 
safe.” Though many students feel unpro-
tected, there are many reasons students still 
feel unsafe at school. The first step to hav-
ing a positive and safe learning environment 
is to spread positivity and assure safety. 
     School safety is a necessity. A student’s 
educational experience would be hindered 
without school safety. Safety for teachers 
and staff is mandatory, for they require a 
stress free environment to teach students in. 
Blake Anderson (11) claims, “I think school 
safety is a very important thing, though I am 
not sure how we can improve it. I think we 
can be vocal about change and showing our 
needs and displaying that the public desire 
for safety is most important. Many will take 

it more seriously if they understand threats 
could really affect them individually, even 
if there is no threats at our school. There 
are other ways one could get hurt.” Being 
able to learn in an environment where one 
feels protected will push an individual to 
become more open to learning and trying 
new methods. According to Teachhub, “an 
effective learning environment can have 
a variety of positive effects. The physical 
atmosphere of the classroom can help pre-
vent behavior and performance issues as 
well as promote and improve learning. The 
structuring of the learning environment is 
essential for teachers and students.” When 
students from Scripps Ranch High School 
were asked how they felt about how being 
safe could benefit to academic results, stu-
dent Trevor Steinau (10) claims, “It didn’t 
really surprise me to hear that feeling safe 
can make some people more comfortable 
in their learning environment, and that it 
makes them feel good about themselves. 
It can help one progress and discover new 
things about themselves, I really do hope 
people feel safe around and in our campus 
because it’s a very nice school. Everyone 
deserves an equal chance to learn. If one 

can’t do that because they are distracted by 
feeling unsafe, then they would not learn 
as much.” Another student, Cole Rudnick 
(10) adds, “I learn better in an environment 
that feels familiar and safe to me. At home, I 
learn easily because I know I am safe. I feel 
lucky that we don’t live in an area where I 
shouldn’t feel this way. It must be horrible 
to constantly be in fear because that just 
prevents one from learning anything be-
cause you’re just worried about being un-
safe.” A safe environment has many bene-
fits to learning and the behavior of students 
and teachers. A safe place is mandatory for 
anyone willing to progress and develop. 
     To really be able to have a fair chance 
at learning, the environment must be com-
fortable. Scripps Ranch High School goes 
through necessary measures to ensure the 
campus is safe.. This benefits their aca-
demic results and sets an example for other 
schools and individuals. For an individual 
to feel safe at any place, they must have oth-
ers around them that are safe and confident 
in their area too. For an individual to be able 
to perform the best they can, they must feel 
safe in their environment, and not constant-
ly have to worry about their surroundings. 

     On February 13th, Rachel’s Challenge 
came to Scripps Ranch High School and 
presented an assembly Inspired by Rachel 
Scott's vision to create a chain reaction 
of kindness and compassion. Rachel Joy 
Scott was the first victim of the Colum-
bine High School shooting on April 20, 
1999. However, that was only the begin-
ning of the story. After her death, many 
students that Rachel had reached out to 
had begun to share stories with her family 
about the impact her simple acts of kind-
ness had on their lives. They soon real-
ized the life-changing effect of Rachel’s 
story and started the non-profit organi-
zation that is Rachel's Challenge today.
     Rachel believed one act of kindness 
can spread and create a big impact. She 
stated in her final school essay, “I have this 
theory that if one person can go out of their 
way to show compassion, then it will start 
a chain reaction of the same. People will 
never know how far a little kindness can 
go.” Rachel loved looking at the way peo-
ple interacted with one another.  This love 

expressed itself in an outgoing personal-
ity; but also in a heartfelt compassion for 
those in pain.  Rachel learned the power 
of simple acts of kindness at an early age.
     The assembly began with the inspir-
ing story of Rachel Scott whose example 
of kindness and acceptance was brought 
to light when she was killed in the Col-
umbine High School shooting. Her be-
liefs of kindness and compassion were 
expressed through stories from Rachel's 
life and in her writing, which shows the 
life-changing positive impact students 
can have on those around them. The 
presentation demonstrated the power of 
"a chain reaction of kindness and com-
passion." It encourages students to ex-
amine their own lives by looking at the 
following 5 challenges.  Look for the 
best in others, continue to dream, be a 
positive influence, speak and act with 
kindness, and start your own chain re-
action. So far, the SRHS friends of Ra-
chel club has met once and created a list 
of focus topics to improve our school. 
Natalie delos Santos (11) “In addition to 
participating in Rachel’s Challenge, we 
would like to transform our campus by 
appreciating the arts, celebrating diver-
sity, and enhancing falcon spirit.” The 

school has adopted Rachel’s five challenges 
and teachers put up these challenges in their 
classrooms to inspire students and faculty 
to live life with more kindness and compas-
sion. Also, there is also a banner set up in 
the quad for students to sign their names as 
in acceptance of Rachel’s five challenges.
     Rachel's Challenge motivates each stu-
dent to reflect on where they are personally 
in respect to the five challenges. It also helps 
the listener to reflect on their relationship 
with the people around them and the impact 
they leave. “The challenges are important,” 
states Georgina Madok (10), “They push 
people to be the best version of themselves 
and hopefully along the way help them make 
new friends they might not have thought 
of making before.” Furthermore, Rachel’s 
Challenge restores a student’s hope that their 
life has purpose through service to others. 
     Rachel's story gives participants per-
mission to start their own chain reaction 
of kindness and compassion, which has a 
positive effect on the climate in their school 
or organization. Provides a foundation for 
a caring community that leads to happier 
students on campus. Be one of the many 
students to join Rachel’s Challenge by sign-
ing up on the banner on campus in the quad 
and try starting your own chain reaction. 

Scripps accepts Rachel’s Challenge
Nicole Poirier
STAFF WRITER

COURTESY OF SRHS

Phedra Van den Boom
STAFF WRITER

School safety and its benefits
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     With second semester halfway over, it 
is time for a nice and relaxing break from 
school. Spring break is coming to Scripps 
Ranch from March 26 to April 1. Over the 
break, students are looking forward to re-
laxing, traveling, spending time with the 
family, and some are planning on celebrat-
ing the holidays of Passover and Easter. 

     Some students are going to use the week 
off from school to catch up on much some 
needed sleep. “My homework load, as well 
as my extracurricular activities, have kept 
me really busy over the past couple of 
months,” Iona Gordon (10) states. “I was a 
part of the Legally Blonde Musical, which 
was a lot of fun but a lot of work too. I’ll 
enjoy a nice week off from school to sleep, 
eat, and binge watch some Netflix shows 
that I’ve been neglecting.” Cole Grissom 

(10) also said he was going to stay home for 
spring break. “My younger siblings have 
school during the week of my break, so my 
family doesn’t have any plans to go any-
where. I know some of my friends aren’t 
leaving town either, so we’ll probably 
plan to do something,” he claimed. Stay-
ing home and sleeping sounds luxurious!
     However, some students are taking 
their spring breaks on the road. “My fam-
ily is going up to Palm Springs,” Kianna 

Hill (9) commented. “I’m looking forward 
to lounging by the pool all day and to be-
ing lazy.” Rainya Tamjidi (10) is taking 
her spring break a little farther north in 
California. “My cousin is getting married 
in San Francisco,” she stated. “It’s going 
to be a traditional Indian wedding, which 
means the whole wedding will be three 
days. There’s a different ceremony each 
day, which is why it’s so long. I can’t wait 
to see some family that I haven’t seen in 
a while and eat all of the traditional food. 
My family is pretty big and loud, so I’m 
expecting to be in for one big and loud 
celebration,” she laughed. Zach Kelley 
(10) is also going to see some family over 
spring break. “My dad lives in Washing-
ton D.C., so I’m going to go see him,” 
he said. “My dad is really into history, so 
we’re going to go check out some battle 
sites. We’re planning on going to Gettys-
burg and Manassas National Battlefield 
Park. We’re also going to tour around the 
city, too.” These Falcons can’t wait to 
head out and enjoy some spring break fun.
     Spring break is, as our counsellors say, 
a fabulous way to go and check out some 

college campuses. Noah Claxton (10) is 
taking advantage of the week off from 
school to do just that. “I’m going to look 
at colleges in the Oregon and Washington 
areas. I like being up in the northwest area 
because the weather reminds me of the bay 
area, which is where I grew up. Otherwise, 
I just think it would be nice to go to school 
up in that general area,” he stated. Spring 
break is also a time for siblings in college 
to come home. “My brother, James, will be 
coming home for the week,” Nicole Poirier 
(10). “He’s a junior at Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo, so it will be really nice to have him 
home again for the week. My other broth-
er, Alex, goes to school in Maryland, and 
he’ll be coming home too. But his break is 
the week before ours so I won’t get to visit 
with him as much as I will with James.” 
     Spring break has the reputation of be-
ing a big partying week based mainly 
along the beachy coaches of Florida. It’s 
great to see that so many Falcons are plan-
ning on taking their week off of school 
to see family, relax, and check out op-
tions for their future. No matter where 
you go, however, stay safe and have fun. 

Spring Break hops into action

Scripps Ranch High School Mock trial 
team has been having a successful year, 
winning the county competition and ad-
vancing to compete in the California State 
competition. This year the mock trial team 
was presented with a murder case, People 
vs Davidson. The mock trial team has 
studied the case intently, and have already 
won their last trial against Westview High.
 The case discusses the murder of Alex 
Thompson by Casey Davidson. A resident 
of the town of Acorn, Casey Davidson 
faces a felony count of first degree murder 
for the murder of Thompson, another resi-
dent of Acorn and a member of Ultra Nats, 
an extremist political group.  Scripps has 
won the case against all other high schools 
and has gone undefeated within San Diego 
County Mock Trial. The team will be mov-
ing forward to the State competition for 
the second year in a row. Team member 
Adrienne Corr (11) says, “The team has 
been doing better than ever,” She adds, 
“The entire team seems so much more 
cohesive than it has in years past, and its 
paying off. We have chemistry in real life 
and it carries over to our courtroom per-
formance giving us the high scores we’ve 
been receiving.” Corr plays an expert wit-
ness role for the defense. Corr also added 
that club president Ashely Lo and Nikhil 
Penugonda are the trial attorneys that de-
liver the closing statements of their case. 
The mock trial club is run by Mrs. Fran-
cisco along with the two club presidents, 

Ashley Lo and Lauren Sheehan- Clark. 
They start their work at the very begin-
ning of year and meet every Tuesday at 
lunch and every Thursday after school. 
Their instructor, Mrs. Francisco, has played 
a big role in the teams success. Corr says, 
“Without her help we would not have ac-
cess to classrooms for meetings or scrim-
mages and we probably would not even 
have a club at all. She deals directly with 
the organization that runs mock trial, vol-
unteering her time to make sure we have 
the best opportunity to sharpen our skills.” 
The team is grateful for having such hard 
working and sharp thinking leaders.
The mock trial attorneys and witnesses are 
now preparing for their State Competition. 
Frederick Ohara (9) informs, “Right now 
we are preparing for State by fundrais-
ing. The presidents as well as the attorney 
coaches and Mrs. Francisco have been ar-
ranging accommodations as well as op-
portunities for scrimmages before states 
competition.” During their normal season, 
the presidents and their team plan out every 
meeting whether it’s reviewing elements, 
or specific examinations. Ohara adds, “At 
this point, it’s our goal to continue improv-
ing our performance. We are hoping to raise 
our position at State competition.” As the 
team gets ready for their next competition, 
the teammates are hoping for a big win.
The mock trial team is almost at the end of 
its season for Scripps Ranch, and their per-
formance is improving. They are making 
their case better and working hard to win 
at state. Club member Corr says, “Every 
position is being taken on by the strongest 
members and we are truly playing to every-
one’s strengths.” Hopefully, the team will 
gain another win for Scripps Ranch High. 

Raniya Tamjidi
STAFF WRITER

     76 years later, World War II wreck-
age from the USS Lexington, a US air-
craft carrier sunk by the Japanese dur-
ing the Battle of the Coral Sea, was 
discovered by a team of explorers led 
by billionaire Paul Allen 500 miles 
off the coast of Queensland, Australia. 
     The USS Lexington, although origi-
nally a battlecruiser, was a aircraft carrier 
for the US Navy. The ship is credited with 
helping stop the Japanese advance in the 
Pacific during World War II. The Lex-
ington was lost in May 1942 along with 
216 of her crew and 35 other aircrafts 
during the first carrier battle in history, 
the Battle of the Coral Sea. The battle 
occured just one month before the US 
Navy “surprised Japanese forces at the 
Battle of Midway and turned the tide of 
the war in the Pacific for good,” accord-
ing to Allen. The day she sank, the Lex-
ington was hit by multiple torpedoes and 
bombs and managed to survive for sever-
al hours before her descent into darkness. 
Allen, cofounder of Microsoft, and his 
team of explorers released pictures and 
videos of the wreckage of the Lexing-

ton, one of the first ever US aircraft carri-
ers, and some of the planes that went down 
with it. Surprisingly preserved, aircraft 
parts can be seen on the seabed bearing the 
five-pointed star insignia of the US Army 
Air Forces on their wings and fuselage. 
On one aircraft, an emblem of the cartoon 
character Felix the Cat can be seen along 
with four miniature Japanese flags presum-
ably depicting “kills.” The search team also 
released pictures and videos of parts of 
the ship, including a nameplate and anti-
aircraft guns covered in decades of slime.
     Allen has invested heavily in under-sea 
exploration. “Lexington was on our prior-
ity list because she was one of the capital 
ships that was lost during WWII,” spokes-
man Robert Kraft, of Allen’s company Vul-
can said. After the affectionately named 
“Lady Lex’s” discovery, Allen stated, “To 
pay tribute to the USS Lexington and the 
brave men that served on her is an honour,” 
he continues, “As Americans, all of us owe 
a debt of gratitude to everyone who served 
and who continue to serve our country for 
their courage, persistence, and sacrifice.” 
His exploration team has discovered sev-
eral other wrecks, including the discovery 
of another warship, the USS Indianapolis 
earlier in 2017. Many are ecstatic at the 

billionaire’s most recent find. “As the son 
of a survivor of the USS Lexington, I of-
fer my congratulations to Paul Allen and 
the expedition crew of Research Vessel 
Petrel for locating the ‘Lady Lex’,” US 
Pacific Commander Admiral Harry Har-
ris stated on Twitter. “We honor the valor 
and sacrifice of the ‘Lady Lex’s’ sailors -- 
all those Americans who fought in World 
War II -- by continuing to secure the free-
doms they won for all of us,” he added. 

Amongst the USS Lexington wreckage, 
nearly two miles below the surface, ex-
plorers find several recognisable aircrafts, 
including Douglas TBD-1 Devastators and 
multiple Grumman F4F-3 Wildcats. Rob-
ert Kraft, director of subsea operations for 
Allen, stated, “Based on geography, time 
of year, and other factors, I work with 
Paul Allen to determine what missions 
to pursue. We’ve been planning to locate 
the Lexington for about six months and 

it came together nicely.” After a careful 
six months of planning to locate the ship, 
Kraft was overjoyed to see that it paid off. 
With the discovery of the WWII aircraft 
carrier, many people are interested to 
learn of more war related findings. The 
ship has been declared by the US Navy 
a war grave, and will not be retrieved. 
Instilling patriotic emotions throughout 
America, Allen and Kraft look forward 
to continuing their under-sea exploration. 

Kianna Hill
STAFF WRITER

     On March 1, 2018, the musical “Legally 
Blonde” premiered at Scripps Ranch High 
School. The musical follows a sorority girl 
named Elle Woods, who goes to law school 
and proves to everyone that there is more to 
her than her looks. The play was performed 
at SRHS on March 1-3 and March 8-9. It 
featured the musical theater class, which 
had been preparing all year for this play. 
     Legally Blonde is a musical about a 
young woman named Elle Woods, who 
had recently broken up with her extremely 
wealthy boyfriend, Warner. Her sorority 
friends tell her she should pursue him, so 
she studies hard to make it into Harvard 
Law School, where Warner attends. She 
goes through many challenges along the 
way, and tries to prove to the world that she 
is more than just a pretty face. She even-
tually gets her chance to run a court case, 
managing to win the case, proving that she 
knows what she is talking about. The mu-
sical was produced into a movie in 2001, 

starring Reese Witherspoon. The movie 
was nominated for a Golden Globe, and 
featured songs by big name artists such as 
the Black-Eyed Peas, Hoku, and Fatboy 
Slim. The musical at Scripps Ranch High 
School will feature live music from the ac-
tors. Some of the leading actors in Legally 
Blonde are Genevieve Flores, Morgan Al-
maas, Dylan Darwish, and Sara Tombe. 
The actors are dedicated to making this the 
greatest musical that Scripps Ranch High 
School has seen in years. Everyone around 
campus has heard the raving reviews about 
it, and they are very anxious to go see it. 
Students around Scripps Ranch High 
School are excited to see the play. Andre 
Livingston (10) remarked, “I am so excit-
ed to see Legally Blonde. I saw the movie 
with my family one time, so I’m excited to 
see how the musical compares to the mov-
ie.” The students are also excited to see 
their friends in the play. Sabrina Altimimi 
(10) states, “I’m excited to see my friend 
Dylan Darwish in the play, and I’m also 
excited to see the different setpieces in the 
background of the play. I know that the dra-
ma department works really hard to build 
those, so I’m hoping that they are as good 
as they were for the Outsiders earlier in the 

year.” The plot of Legally Blonde appeals 
to a majority of high school students due to 
its college setting, which Luke Skiles (10) 
pointed out: “I’m really excited to see this 
musical because I like movies and plays 
that take place at universities. I think I can 
speak for a lot of other people too, because 
it makes high schoolers imagine their fu-
ture.” It’s safe to say the play drew a large 
audience. After seeing the play in person, 
Livingston noted, “I loved the play. It was 
such a fun time, because all of the actors 
played their roles with such great convic-
tion. All of the setpieces and songs were 
just as good though. Everyone from be-
hind the scenes did as good of a job as the 
people on stage. I’m really excited to see 
the next musical as well.” The play surely 
left many more of the audience  satisfied 
afterwards if this is how students felt. 
     On March 1, 2018, the Scripps Ranch High 
School musical theater class premiered 
the musical Legally Blonde in the SRHS 
theater. It drew in large audiences of stu-
dents, parents, and supporters from around 
the community. Genevieve Flores, who 
starred as the main character, Elle Woods, 
was magnificent, and the supporting cast 
also made it a very pleasant play to attend. 

Carson Leighty
STAFF WRITER

Georgina Madok
STAFF WRITER

Mock trial: People v. Davidson

USS Lexington found after 76 years

Legally Blonde comes to SRHS

COURTESY OF SRHS FALCON PLAYHOUSE

COURTESY OF NEWS UNITED

COURTESY OF MODERN VACATIONS
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     The Scripps Ranch High School Aca-
demic League is a competition based 
off of criteria learned in each grade. 
Competition preparation takes places 
over the course of the school year and 
each students practice daily to keep up 
to date on their skills and knowledge. 
Team advisor Mr. Sacco and team cap-
tain Joon Lee are prepared to lead their 
team to victory The team is about to 
take on a competition against our school 
rival, Mira Mesa on March 22, 2018.
     Academic League is full of study-
ing and memorizing. Aparna Akella (11) 
says, “Academic League is a competitive 
game where you work with your team 
and race against another team to com-
plete random questions on topics ranging 
from science to pop culture.”  She con-
tinues, “Being apart of Academic League 
has definitely benefitted me in school 
because I pay more attention in class. A 
lot of questions in Academic League are 
from things I’ve learned about in class. 

I like Academic League because it’s fun 
to see how much I know and quiz myself. 
The team is also also a great way to keep 
yourself on your toes.” Freddie O’Hara 
(9) explains what Academic League is for 
him. “It’s a fun club, and we get to go to 
matches to compete against other schools 
where we try to press a buzzer to answer 
questions. It’s very similar to “Jeopardy,” 
but a little more broad in information and 
specifies on school subjects.” He contin-
ues, “Academic League has really benefit-
ted me in my school performance. It’s nice 
to be around other kids who are interested 
in the same subjects I am like science and 
english.” The league advisor Mr. Sacco 
says, “I enjoy watching the kids get excit-
ed over knowing the answer to a question. 
Sometimes a question baffles me but I love 
to see a student who knows the answers 
to questions that are out of the ordinary.” 
Our school’s team gets to compete against 
other schools to try to beat them with their 
knowledge. He wants kids to build con-
nections with a team and learn leadership 
skills as well as learning to work as a team. 
The team is up against a school which 
will make them more motivated to study 

their hardest and do their best, Mira Mesa.
     The Academic League has a compe-
tition coming up against Mira Mesa who 
also has a great Academic League and so 
happen to be our rivals. The teams will 
compete against Mira Mesaon March 22, 
2018. O’Hara says, “I expect our team 
to beat Mira Mesa.” He continues, “our 
team has studied really hard and I think 
we have a shot at beating them.” Akella 
adds on, “We’ve beaten Mira Mesa for 
the past three years, so I expect a win for 
our team. It’s a friendly competition, but 
at the same time we’ve all worked incred-
ibly hard for a spot on the team and in each 
competition. This drive makes me believe 
we can come out on top.” The friendly 
competition is sure to draw fans from both 
schools out to support in the SRHS gym.
     The Academic League continues to ad-
vance in competitions that touch base on 
all topics and subjects discussed in class-
rooms. The team is excited to compete 
against Mira Mesa in a friendly battle of 
wits. The league advisor Mr. Sacco en-
courages newcomers to try it out. The 
competition takes place at Scripps Ranch 
High School in the gym at 7:00pm.

Alex Valero
STAFF WRITER

     There are over 800,000 active DACA re-
cipients in the United States. DACA, also 
known as the Deferred Action for Child-
hood Arrivals, are fighting for their pro-
tection from deportation as Attorney Gen-
eral Jeff Sessions announced. The Trump 
administration rescinded the DACA pro-
gram on September 5, 2017 with a chance 
for congress to reopen it by March 5. 
     DACA was integrated into our country 
in order to protect illegal immigrants under 
the age of 16 to be protected from depor-
tation as long as they are studying, work-
ing a job, or enrolled in the military. The 
policy ended this past September but the 
Trump administration has not yet renewed 
it and has decided it will not be either. The 
deadline for the recipients was on March 5. 
    The Trump administration has looked 
into all the cases for those applying for the 
DACA program. The application process 
is long and tedious. The recipients have 
to apply and get onto a six month wait-
ing list. At this time, “the U.S. Supreme 
Court declined in late February to take 
up the administration’s request for an ap-
peal of the order that requires the continu-
ing acceptance of renewal applications.” 
Fox News reported. They continued say-
ing, “the Department of Homeland Se-
curity has confirmed that it is continuing 
to process renewal requests but is not ac-
cepting new ones.” Fox News informs 
that the DACA program has,  “... nearly 
22,000 people whose initial applications 
have yet to be decided and are at risk un-
til their petitions are granted.” This means 
that everyone supported by the DACA pro-
gram is at more risk than ones who have 
yet to even make it in to the program yet. 
     Most DACA recipients are employed or 
are enlisted in the military. Fox News con-

tinues, “in fiscal year 2016, 359 DACA re-
cipients had enlisted in the Army – which 
is the only branch to accept immigrants of 
this category.” There are also the millions 
are working in jobs to pay rent or contrib-
ute to the economy. A CNN article states, 
“America depends on Dreamers, many of 
whom give back to their communities. Ap-
proximately 9,000 DACA recipients are 
serving as teachers. An additional 14,000 
work in health care services. To threaten 
the legal status of DACA recipients is not 
only a disservice to the individuals con-
tributing to our economy and society, but 
also to the greater United States.” It shows 
that DACA recipients are not harming 
the community, they are only making it 
flourish with everything they contribute.
     There are many trying to stop the de-
portation of the DACA recipients. “The 
Migration Policy Institute has estimated 
how many people could gain legal sta-
tus… Those estimates range from 1.3 mil-
lion to 3.6 million… Under the ‘Ameri-
can Hope Act,’ introduced by Democratic 
Rep. Luis Gutierrez, 3.6 million people 
would meet requirements for age at entry 
and time of residence in the U.S., and all 
of them would be eligible for legal per-
manent residence under the bill,” stated 
Factcheck.org. The numbers are ever ris-
ing still and there are almost no chances 
now that the government has stopped ac-
cepting new applications. Fox News also 
reported that, “In order to permanently se-
cure the legal status of Dreamers, DACA 
or a similar act must be enacted as law.”
     The DACA program has been repealed 
by the Trump administration when it 
should be trying to build a program that 
benefits both America and DACA mem-
bers. From nurses, to teachers, to army 
men and women, this issue will undoubt-
edly have a huge impact on the country 
as a whole since the DACA member do 
so much to contribute to this community.

Kaila Mellos
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     Robotics Club is available to all Scripps 
Ranch High School students after school 
and during the weekend. Robotics club 
is a great place to gain experience in cod-
ing, constructing and testing, all great 
if you plan on becoming an engineer. 
Members of the team believe that there is 
no other club that can provide the same 
memories and knowledge that the com-
munity can gain anywhere else on campus.
     Many people wonder why robotics club 
is such a popular club.  Programming mem-
ber Luke Kim (10) says, “Robotics club is 
fun since teams get to build extraordinary 
things.” This club serves as a great pass 
time because robotics club allows members 
to spend time with friends outside of school. 
There are also competitions that tests the 
robot’s abilities.  Kim adds, “Motivated 
members joined our club making the more 
challenging aspects much easier”.  Many 
consider joining the club due to the expe-
rience and new friendships one can gain.  
     According to Mr.Dange the most chal-
lenging part for the team is, “finalizing 
a robot design that is realistic to build. 
The robot also has to be capable of scor-
ing the maximum points possible.”  The 
realism of the robot is difficult to achieve 

since there are mandatory requirements 
a club member must base their creation 
around.  Another challenge is finding the 
proper materials required to build the ro-
bot.  Kim depicts, “The most difficult por-
tion of robot building is fixing, correcting 
mistakes, and solving problems without 
a teacher or trained professional.” The 
hard work pays off if one can create a ro-
bot that performs well in the tournaments.
   The tournament is called FIRS--[-T Ro-
botics Club, or FRC; A diligent Robotics 
Competition.  Kim adds, “Students from 
other schools in the U.S. or even other 
countries work together to complete cer-
tain objectives”. This year the tourna-
ment is called “Power Up”.  Mr. Dange 
explains, “The tournament consists of ro-
botics teams designing robots that will be 
able to place cubes on different surfaces, 
climb structures, and score points”. The 
Robotics team get six weeks to finalize 
the building portion of the robot. The re-
gional competition is coming up on March 
eight and will proceed until March ten.  
The team was able to complete their ro-
bot earlier than expected, allowing them 
to make adjustments and analyze each 
detail and tweak any minor adjustments.
    Overall Robotics Club is a unique op-
portunity on the SRHS campus to gain 
engineering experience. It allows you to 
make friends with similar interests and 
participate in fun competitions. These 
skills can also improve ones creative 
skills which can benefit ones future.

Worldwide Competitions: 
Creativity in robotics club

Victor de Azevedo Rashidi
STAFF WRITER

COURTESY OF SRHS ROBOTICS CLUB


