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World comes together in Pyeongchang

Rise of the reboot

 The twenty-third Olympic 
Winter Games were held in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea, from February 9 to 
February 28. The whole world was 
united to watch the athletes compete for 
their countries. 93 different countries 
competed in 102 events for gold medals. 

The Opening Ceremony for this edition 
of the Winter Games will definitely go 
down in history. As tradition, the countries 
came in, with at least one delegate proudly 
waving their nation’s flag, the Olympic 
torch was lit, and the nation told the world 
about some of its history. However, there 
were some key highlights. Firstly, North and 
South Korea walked in together, as having 
agreed to compete together in these games 
as a sign of progressive communication 
between the two nations. Also, “the U.S. 
contingent entered the stadium with a 

record-setting 242 athletes, the most ever 
for a nation at a Winter Olympics,” stated 
Chris Greenberg from SBNation. Some of 
the most impressive moments came in the 
performers with the dancers, drummers, 
and -- shockingly -- a fleet of drones. 
“Intel’s army of 1,218 drones stole the show 
at the Olympics,” stated Wired via Twitter. 

Moving on to the events, which spanned 
the course of seventeen days, there were 
many shocking outcomes, tragic upsets, 
and many firsts. The United States was able 
to win medals for snowboarding slopestyle 
and halfpipe for both men’s and women’s 
events. Shaun White won his third gold 
medal for the men’s halfpipe, and also won 
the 100th Winter Olympic gold medal in 
United States history, according to the NBC 
Olympic website. On the other side, Chloe 
Kim and Red Gerard, both age 17, won 
their first medals -- gold, as it turned out -- 
for women’s halfpipe and men’s slopestyle 
respectively. Gerard, humorously, “woke 
up late on Saturday, then couldn’t find his 
jacket, so he borrowed his roommate’s” 
and swore on live television, according 
to Business Insider. Jamie Anderson 
won her second gold medal for women’s 
slopestyle, making history by becoming 
“the first women’s snowboarder to win two 
gold medals,” stated the Olympic website. 

Before the Olympics, it was announced 

that the NHL would not allow their hockey 
players to leave the season to compete in the 
Olympics on the USA hockey team. While 
the men’s team lost in the quarterfinals, 
the women’s team made history. After a 
breathtaking overtime shoot out, the team 
beat out Canada for the gold, ending their 
four Olympic gold streak. The US team 
also won their first gold medal since their 
debut in 1998. “I thought it was cool for 
the US to beat Canada for once in women’s 
hockey,” Taylor Cady (10) commented. “I 
think it might’ve been more physical if the 
NHL allowed the players to participate. 
Without them, there was a lot less action 
and the game didn’t move as fast, in my 
opinion,” he continued. No matter, the 
US women’s hockey team holds the 
gold medal title for the next four years.

Another headlining event was figure 
skating. The United States placed third 
in the team event, with the Olympic 
Athletes from Russia (Russia as a nation 
was banned from these Games due to 
using performance enhancing drugs, but 
if athletes tested clean they could compete 
under the Olympic flag) coming in second, 
and Canada claimed the gold. Moving on 
to the individual events, there were battles 
on both men’s and women’s ends. Nathan 
Chen, age 18, made his Olympic debut for 
team USA. He had a really shaking start to 

the Games, not landing any of his signature 
quads (four rotations in the air). However, 
Chen pulled out all the stops in his final 
skate, the free skate. “My favorite moment 
in the Olympics was when Nathan landed 5 
out of 6 of his quads in his second program. 
Landing those allowed him to move to gold, 
which made me so excited. Even though he 
ended up with a bronze medal, I was still 
proud of him,” Jessica Phan (12) added. 
On the women’s end, Russian athletes 
Alina Zagitova and Evgenia Medvedeva 
had a tense fight. Both ladies were coached 
by the same coaches, and performed 
flawless routines. However, Zagitova, only 
15 years old, squeaked out with the gold 
medal by about one point over her Russian 
counterpart. In the pairs skating, Canadians 
Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir claimed their 
third straight gold medal, making history. 
The American brother-sister duo of 
Alex and Maia Shibutani took home the 
bronze. In the free pair skate, the Germans 
Aljona Savchenko and Bruno Massot 
took home their gold medal, making 
it Savchenko’s third Olympic medal. 

In the shadows, overtaken by the 
heading events, were some other 
memorable moments. The US Olympic 
curling team made history with its first 
gold medal, making a huge comeback 
after a losing streak in the beginning of 

the Games. The Nigerian bobsled team 
also made its debut, which also marked the 
“first Olympic bobsled team in history to 
represent an African nation,” according to 
The Huffington Post. Finally, the comeback 
of the whole Games: the Norwegian 
Simen Hegstad fell down within the first 
couple of seconds at the men’s 30km 
skiathlon. However, he managed to come 
back from the 67th position to first place. 

The Closing Ceremony was a 
celebration. The athletes had a chance to 
enjoy their last day in Pyeongchang and the 
last day of the Games, some of them their 
first and others their last. Highlights from 
the event included the extinguishing of 
the Olympic torch, 13-year-old Yang Tae-
Hwan shredding on the electric guitar, and 
K-Pop star and band EXO performed. “I feel 
so happy that South Korea got to host the 
Olympics because I love Korea. They had 
an absolutely beautiful Opening Ceremony 
that welcomed people from all over the 
world with open arms into their beautiful 
ceremony,” Jessica Phan (12) added. 

The next Winter Games will be 
held in Beijing, China, in 2022. They 
have a good example to follow, set by 
Pyeongchang. Many memories and 
firsts were made during this edition of 
the Games. Thank you, Pyeongchang, 
for an incredible 23rd Winter Olympics. 

On March 16, 2018 the movie Tomb 
Raider came to theaters throughout the 
United States. Based off the 2013 popular 
reboot video game Rise of the Tomb Raider, 
the film looks to bring fans a realistic 
representation of the game. The featured 
casts include Alicia Vikander as Lara Croft, 
Dominic West as Lord Richard Croft, 
Walton Goggins as Mathias Vogel, Daniel 
Wu as Lu Ren and finally Kristin Scott 
Thomas as Ana Miller. The film has high 
hopes for many fans of the Tomb Raider 

games and books and looks to provide them 
with another action-packed adventure.

Tomb Raider follows Lara Croft, 
the fierce and independent 21-year-old 
daughter of a father who vanished seven 
years prior. As a twenty-one-year-old with 
no real purpose in mind, Lara navigates 
the chaotic streets of East London as a bike 
courier. Instead of inheriting his global 
empire, Lara leaves everything behind in 
search of her dad’s last-known destination: 
a tomb on a mythical island off the coast of 
Japan, with the hope that she’ll find answers. 
Suddenly, the stakes increase for Lara as 
she must learn to push herself beyond her 
limits as she journeys into the unknown.

Alicia Vikander has had multiple 

experiences in Hollywood on the big 
screen starring in 2015’s A Man From 
U.N.C.L.E and more recently in 2016’s 
Jason Bourne. In addition, Vikander 
won the Best Supporting Actress Oscar 
for her role in 2016’s The Danish Girl. 
In an interview with IGN, Director Roar 
Uthaug spoke of Alicia’s openness to 
ideas, “She has such raw truthfulness she 
brings to every shooting and she really 
elevated this movie.” On screen, Vikander 
has been the center of focus for majority 
of fans. “I personally loved this movie, 
being someone who played the game in 
2013 it is awesome to see Lara Croft in 
such a rebellious way” says Aaron Lowy 
(10). Joining her, Walton Goggins who 

portrays the villainous Mathias Vogel is 
the only person that stands between Lara 
and her father. Goggins has had numerous 
appearances in Hollywood starring in 
films such as The Bourne Identity and 
GI Joe: Retaliation. “Goggins was a 
favorite of mine in this movie, I think 
he set the bar for what a real villain 
should be,” says Jett Eller (10). Overall, 
Tomb Raider is filled with experienced 
actors demonstrate their skill onscreen.

Director Roar Uthaug, a Norwegian film 
director, is most known for his production 
of The Wave in 2015. In an interview with 
GotGame Alicia Vikander stated, “He was 
an original director, we used green screens 
only when necessary because he was a bit of 

stubborn with the CGI and wanted to give 
the audience a more authentic and realistic 
feel so our set crews went to work.” Later 
on, Vikander went on to say “I believe he 
allowed me to bring a new side of me into 
this film out I had no idea existed, just the 
realistic feel he provided with this film 
actually made me feel like a superhero,” 
which satisfies the many hopes for the 
film being a realistic tomb raider film.

Tomb Raider has grossed approximately 
24 million in box offices for its opening 
week worldwide. Tomb Raider is action 
packed and filled with experienced 
actors along with an exceptional director 
and looks to continue impressing 
fans as the movie is in theaters.   

By Noah Claxton
STAFF WRITER
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Love, Simon: better than Halloween Oreos

Snoop Dogg releases 
new gospel album A far cry from the rest

By Kianna Hill
STAFF WRITER

On March 16, 2018 the movie Love, 
Simon premiered in theaters throughout 
the United States and is based on the novel 
Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda by 
Becky Albertalli. The featured cast includes 
Nick Robinson, Katherine Langford, 
Alexandra, and Keiynan Lonsdale. Written 
by Isaac Aptaker and Elizabeth Berger, and 
directed by Greg Berlanti, Love, Simon 
tells the story of Simon Spier who has a 
huge secret he’s kept from his family, his 
friends, and all of his classmates: he’s gay. 
When his secret is threatened, Simon must 
face everyone and come to terms with 
his true identity. The film has been well 
received by young viewers and critics.

Everyone deserves a great love story, 
but for 17-year-old Simon Spier, it’s a 
little more complicated. He hasn’t told 
his family or friends that he’s gay, and he 
doesn’t know the identity of the anonymous 
classmate that he’s fallen for online. 
Resolving both issues proves hilarious, 
terrifying and life-changing. Love, Simon 
is a mainstream-styled teenage romantic 
comedy that uses every cliché in the book. 
There’s the nerdy Vice Principal, the 
alcohol filled high school party, supportive 
yet somewhat clueless parents, witty 
voiceover from the protagonist, public 
declarations of love in front of the whole 
school, all held together by a stream of 
catchy pop tunes. “Love, Simon is a funny, 

heartfelt, and truly touching teen romantic 
comedy that instantly becomes a modern 
classic for today’s generation,” states Molly 
Freeman from Screen Rant. But Love, 
Simon’s use of these clichés represents 
a huge first, because it is the story of a 
young closeted gay kid’s difficult and often 

humorous march towards coming out.
This film is eye-opening on the teen 

experience in finding not only their sexuality 
but also themselves. “This generation, 
and millennials in particular, ask more 
questions and examine their sexuality, how 
they identify and where they fit in, more 

than past generations,” states Dory Jackson 
a writer from Newsweek. Simon lives by 
a very strict schedule so that people will 
not find out he’s gay. Matt Rogers, a host 
of Las Culturistas states, “When you’re 
gay in high school, you have no chance 
of being yourself.” Since Simon cannot be 

himself, he’s very reserved and quiet, on 
the surface anyway. He doesn’t play into 
stereotypes of what a “gay character” is. In 
that way, the film broadens the spectrum 
of sexuality and where someone whose 
questioning themselves can fit into that 
spectrum. “There isn’t one way to be 
LGBTQ, it is all up to a specific person, 
not society, to pick how they identify and 
who or what they do and do not like,” states 
Bella Le (10). It’s not always black and 
white, there’s lots of colors in the spectrum.

The typical teen movie in 2018 focuses 
on representation, which is an important 
thing. It’s very powerful to see someone 
that an audience member can identify 
with, or a story that someone can identify 
with, represented on the screen, and that 
can have a lasting impact.  Love, Simon is 
not representative of the entire LGBTQ 
experience, but “it’s a step in the right 
direction that, hopefully, opens the door 
for more films like this,” states Nyssa 
Sais-Montoya (9).  Being able to identify 
with an onscreen character can make 
a person feel less lonely or supported, 
which creates a positive impact on their 
life and the lives of those around them.

Love, Simon is a romantic comedy based 
off the popular novel Simon vs. the Homo 
Sapiens Agenda. This film follows Simon 
Spier through his struggle of accepting his 
identity as a LGBTQ member of society 
and trying to fit in at school. Directed by 
Greg Berlanti and written by Isaac Aptaker 
and Elizabeth Berger, well received by 
teen viewers, it’s a must-see film of 2018.

World famous rapper, Calvin Cordozar 
Broadus, popularly known as Snoop 
Dogg, released his 16th studio album , 
and fans are excited to hear yet another 
masterpiece from the famous artist.  
Snoop Dogg debuted his first single in 
1992 attracting a wide fanbase from 
young to old. Bible of Love, which was 
released on March 16, 2018 showcases 
different sounds from past and present 
albums with a twist of Christian Rock. 

Snoop Dogg’s new album, Bible of Love 
which was released last month was unlike 
any album Snoop has released before. The 
new album takes you on a religious journey 
of different types of harmonies as well as 
a soulful twist with a choir featured in the 
background of many songs. With Snoop 
Dogg having released rap hits, many were 
shocked at the announcement of his album 
with the the title “Bible of Love.” Critics and 
fans thought it was a joke and a way to stay 
relevant in the media, but to their surprise, 
the album is exactly how it sounds. Vulture 
says, “It handles the business of melding 
the seemingly incompatible worlds of 
G-funk and gospel with respect for the 
mechanics of both.” They continue, “Bible 
is a warm, wise survey of gospel music’s 
past, present, and possible future.” SRHS 
student Chris Scrivner (11) comments, “I 
didn’t think much into the idea behind the 
album name when (Snoop) first mentioned 
it, but when it came out and I was listening 
to it I was surprised that it was exactly 
what the title said.” He continues on to say, 
“I was on edge about listening to it but to 
my surprise it was actually really good.” 
Another student, Malorie Perez (11) adds, 
“I’ve never followed Snoop Dogg or his 
career, but I overheard some of my friends 
talking about the album and listened to a 
few songs. It’s very different from his past 
work and a lot of the songs don’t sound like 
anything he would’ve written. It’s different 

but in a good way.” Many of the new songs 
do not even feature Snoop himself, but he 
collars with many great artists like Chris 
Bolton, John P. See, Kim Burrell and 
The Clark Sisters. With such a successful 
career, Snoop Dogg was not afraid of 
negative reactions from critics and fans.

 Snoop Dogg has had a wildly 
successful career with involvement in 
music, movies and reality T.V. After being 
discovered by Dr. Dre, another famously 
known rapper, his rap career was launched 
and he has been on the music scene ever 
since. With music under his belt, Snoop 
branded out onto the movie scene starring 
in many hit films like Baby Boy, Soul Plane 
and Bones as well as a featured voice on 
animated movies like Turbo, Arthur and 
the Invisibles and Arthur and the Revenge 
of Maltazard. Snoop has also been featured 
on many T.V. shows like Snoop Dogg’s 
Father Hood and the wildly popular reality 
show, Martha and Snoop’s Potluck Dinner 
Party where he was able to show off his 
cooking skills. Emily Hempton (11) says, 
“Snoop Dogg is one of the most talented 
artists in the industry and it’s cool he can 
write music that means something to him 
as well as embody a character and portray 
them the way the director intends them 
to be.” In addition, Laura O’Hare (11) 
states, “I love how funny he can be and 
at the same time create at in his music. 
Sometimes when I listen to his music I 
think like, only he can write something 
like this and I think it’s cool his music 
can be easily identified.” Snoop Dogg’s 
following continues to grow as he reaches 
to people from all different generations.

Snoop Dogg’s new album Bible of 
Love takes fans on a soulful journey as the 
album explores different types of church 
choir melodies as well as old school styled 
music that fans of the rapper are used to. 
Many fans and critics were shocked at the 
different tone that Snoop Dogg decided 
to take with this album, but just like his 
past fifteen studio albums, it has been a 
success among people who come from 
different backgrounds and age groups. 

 On March 27, 2018, Ubisoft 
will be releasing the fifth installment 
of the Far Cry series. Developed by 
Ubisoft Montreal, the first-person 
shooter video game will be available to 
play on Playstation 4 and Xbox One. 

Far Cry 5 is set in an open world 
environment where the player can explore 
on foot, or on various vehicles found 
randomly throughout the map. The game is 
set in the fictional Hope County, Montana, 
where preacher Joseph Seed has risen to 
prominence. Seed believes that he has 
been chosen to protect the people of Hope 
County from an “inevitable collapse,” and 
establishes a congregation called Eden’s 
Gate. In reality, Seed is a radical preacher 
and Eden’s Gate is a militaristic doomsday 
cult. Under his rule, Eden’s Gate has used 
both coercion and violence to forcibly 
convert the residents of Hope Country, and 
intimidation to keep them from contacting 
the outside world for help. The player takes 
on the role of a Sheriff’s Deputy, a part of 
the task force sent to Hope County to arrest 
Seed, otherwise known as “the Father.” 

Far Cry 5 has many different features 
than previous titles. Unlike Far Cry’s 
previous games where the player takes 
on the role of a set character, the game 
features a character creator. The video 
game also includes better graphics and a 
vast selection of ranged, melee and even 

explosive weapons. Far Cry 5 places a 
renewed emphasis on close quarters combat  
compared to previous titles. Mackenzie 
Zhao (10), SRHS student, states, “I adore 
the Far Cry Franchise. Many people 
believe they are inherently mediocre, 
and part of that is true. They don’t do 
anything new but there is something about 
going around causing untold carnage 
and chaos that is appealing. I’m excited 
about the new features such as character 
customization instead of having the same 
guy everyone else has.” Some gamers 
believe Far Cry 5 will be a lot deeper than 
previous titles and have more customizable 
features for their own enjoyment. 

The player is dropped into the game 
world with little context, direction or 
objective markers and is instead encouraged 
to navigate the world freely. Director Dan 
Hay expressed a desire to create what he 
termed the “anecdote factory”, a game 
where two players could venture out from 
the same point in opposite directions and 
have completely different experiences. 
NPC’s throughout the map will also 
react to a player’s actions. For example, 
civilians will move back into an area once 
the player had eliminated cult influence 
and may provide additional support to 
the player or make other civilians more 
sympathetic to the player character’s goals.

Far Cry 5 also will feature a recruitment 
system, where the player can recruit locals, 
non-player characters (NPC), to fight 
alongside them; similar to the “Buddy” 
system used in Far Cry 2, or the “Guns for 
Hire” system in Far Cry 4. The player has 
to first convince locals to join their cause, 

who each have their own unique skills and 
personalities. On the other hand, the player 
might not meet some locals depending on 
where they explore in the game. However, 
in order to progress through the game 
and discover story missions, events and 
other characters, the player must forge 
relationships with locals. Crystal Nguyen 
(9) states, “The story looks like it might 
have an interesting spin. Radical Christians 
are a new one, the villain looks interesting 
and some of the new mechanics seem like 
they’re going to make my general need 
for chaos all the more accessible. I’m glad 
to see the developers are adding more 
interactive NPCs.” There are many players 
who expect this game to have an interesting 
spin to the original franchise’s ideas. 

Similar to recruitment, the player can 
tame wild animals through “Fangs for Hire” 
which was previously introduced in Far Cry 
Primal. The tamed wildlife will assist the 
player in combat and follow the player’s 
direct orders. Different wildlife will have 
different abilities and combat patterns. 

Another mode in Far Cry 5 is a free map 
editor called Far Cry 5 Arcade. It allows 
players to build and share small maps that 
have single player, two-player cooperative, 
and multiplayer objectives. While a 
separate mode from the main game, the 
Arcade mode can also be accessed from 
arcade cabinets scattered around the 
game’s map. Successfully completing 
these maps can earn in-game money and 
other rewards for the main campaign. 

Coming out March 27, 2018 on 
Microsoft Windows, Playstation 4 and 
Xbox One, many are looking forward 
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On April 6, 2018, the American horror 
film, A Quiet Place, will premiere in 
theaters nationwide. The film is directed 
and co-written by John Krasinski, and is 
about a family who must remain silent 
in order to hide from creatures that hunt 
through sound. Starring John Krasinski, 
Emily Blunt, Noah Jupe, and Millicent 
Simmonds, it will be interesting to see 
how the characters stay silent throughout 
the film in order to survive, and the 
audience reaction to the unconventional 
choice to make the characters silent.

John Krasinski, director, writer and actor 
in the film, says that this movie is unlike 
other traditional horror films. Krasinski 
relates this film to the other contemporary 
horror films like Don’t Breathe and Get 
Out. Matthew Monagle from Film School 
Rejects says that Krasinski is taking a turn 
in his career, going from works like The 
Office to horror films like this, “making 
an unusual pivot into a genre typically 
reserved for newcomers.” Krasinski will 
be portraying the story of a family trying 
to survive from creatures by remaining 
silent, and audiences nationwide 
are anticipating how it’ll be done.

The film is set to released nationwide 
in April, but t was featured at South by 

Southwest on March 9, 2018, and received 
high praise. Rotten Tomatoes upholds an 
approval rating of 100%, and got an average 
rating of 8.4/10. One of Rotten Tomatoes 
critical consensus states,“A Quiet Place 

artfully plays on elemental fears with a 
ruthlessly intelligent creature feature that’s 
as original as it is scary -- and establishes 
director John Krasinski as a rising talent.” 
Many film critics declare their respect for 

John Krasinski to be able to direct, write, 
and act in this film, while being able to still 
produce high quality work. The film is seen 
to be very unique for its genre and will be 
introducing to see how the public reacts 

to such a difference. Owen Gleiberman 
from Variety says, “A Quiet Place is a 
tautly original genre-bending exercise, 
technically sleek and accomplished, with 
some vivid, scary moments, though it’s a 
little too in love with the stoned logic of 
its own premise.” Overall, the film has 
already received acclaim from its private 
release, and it will be interesting to see if 
the same level of praise will come from the 
public once the film is released nationwide.

 People who have not even seen the 
film but have seen the trailer and reviews 
are highly anticipating this movie. SRHS 
student Sua Choi (11) states, “I’m looking 
forward to see how a film that is mostly 
quiet is executed, and how it holds up 
against what society describes as a typical 
horror film.” This film seems to stand out 
compared to the myriad of other horror 
movies within the genre. Another student, 
Sara Solares (12), is “skeptical about how 
a movie that is quiet can be scary, but I’m 
intrigued to watch it.” Although people 
are unsure about how successful the 
movie will be, many still want to watch it.

With the new American horror film, 
A Quiet Place, premiering nationwide 
in April, there are many who are eager 
for its release. This tale of a family 
of four struggling for survival by 
staying silent is gonna be a new kind 
of film, and it’ll be intriguing to see 
how the people across America react.

By Shayan Nowazari
COPY EDITOR

A silently terrifying adventure

Creators at Fatshark released 
Warhammer: Vermintide 2 on March 8, 
2018 for Windows, sequel to the 2015 End 
of Times: Vermintide. The original five 
characters return to fight the Chaos army 
and Skaven horde, set in an apocalyptic 
universe. The game includes new features 
like new looting system, the Heroic 
Deeds system, and the 15 career paths 
for each character. The game has sold 
half a million copies in its first week.

Continuing the story from the first 
game, the antagonist Grey Seer Rasknitt 
ordered the construction of a portal 
called the Skittergate, which allows the 
Rotblood army easy access to the border-
city of Helmgart. When the Skittergate 
disastrously fails to activate again, the 
destruction frees one of the heroes. From 
there the heroes battle the giant rats in 
order to close the portal. Characters use 
loot boxes to level up, and you can’t spend 
real world money on them. Players have 
to earn their way up and a lot of people 
find this rewarding. Ben Kuchera from 
Polygon says “You gain loot and power 
by playing the game, and the lack of real-
money purchases means that the economy 
is closed. You can’t buy your way to a 
high-level character or play a virtual slot 
machine until you unlock the best loot. 
You gotta earn it, and the system to do so is 
rewarding.” Loot boxes are one of the most 
anticipated parts of the game. Kuchera 
also adds, “While much of the economy 
is still based on luck, it’s understandable 
luck. Everything seems tuned toward 
rewarding your skill and the amount of 

time you put into the game, not how much 
you pay for loot boxes.” The new looting 
system appeals to a larger  audience and 
improves the overall gameplay. Acquired 
through the loot system, Heroic Deeds 
are a range of customizable quests that 
change existing quests. Some are supposed 
to increase the difficulty, but each offer 
rewards for the completion of the tasks. 
The Heroic Deeds dramatically change 
enemy composition, level settings, 
weapon use and mission objectives. 

All five of the original characters make 
their return in Warhammer: Vermintide 
2.  Witch Hunter, Waywatcher, Empire 
Soldier, Dwarf Ranger, and Bright Wizard 
can now be further customizable. Gamers 
choose from a selection of perks that 
fit their playstyle or team composition. 
“Heroic Deeds kind of spun out from 
that and allows the player to play another 
game and keeps Vermintide II fresh” 
says game designer Mats Andersson. 

The students at Scripps Ranch are also 
enjoying the new game. Gavin Bird (10) 
states, “The first game was really good, 
and I think the new game is such a good 
follow up game. Higher difficulty levels 
make it more fun as well.” Another Scripps 
gamer, Josephine Gauthier says, “ The 
second game is definitely an improvement 
from the last game, especially in terms 
of weapons. The hammers hit quite 
differently as compared to axes, swords. 
Halberds are awesome as well.” Game 
players at Scripps Ranch seem pleased 
with the new Vermintide video game.

The second edition of Vermintide has 
sold out 500,000 copies in its first week. 
The game developers have added many 
improvements to the characters, gameplay, 
and storyline. The game has seen massive 
success and developers hope to continue it.

Vermin unleashed
By Raniya Tamjidi
STAFF WRITER

Music artist Logic recently released 
his mixtape, Bobby Tarantino II on 
March 9, 2018. This is Logic’s second #1 
album, after Everybody, which released 
in 2017. This is Logic’s seventh mixtape, 
and was released through Def Jam 
Recordings and Visionary Music Group.

The original Bobby Tarantino mixtape 
released on July 1, 2018, and debuted at #16 
on the Billboard 200, with 19,000 album-
equivalent units. Both mixtapes were 
produced by 6ix, with Logic also partially 
producing the original Bobby Tarantino. 
Bobby Tarantino II was preceded by 
three singles: “44 More”, “Overnight”, 
and “Everyday”. The mixtape included 
13 tracks, with features from big-name 
artists Big Sean (“Wassup”), Wiz Khalifa 
(“Indica Badu”), and 2 Chainz (“State 
of Emergency”). Another feature was 
from Young Sinatra, who is still Logic, 
a reference to a mixtape Logic released 
in 2011. The mixtape debuted at #1 on 
the Billboard 200 with 119,000 album-
equivalent units. An album-equivalent 

unit is the same as 1500 song streams. The 
album also pulled in 32,000 actual sales in 
the first week. In addition, Logic had 10 
songs at the same time in the Billboard 
Hot 100, the chart of the top 100 songs 
at the time. In the 59 year history of the 
Hot 100, there have been just 15 people 
to accomplish this feat. Logic’s top song 
on the chart is “Everyday”, at #29. Many 
students at Scripps Ranch High School 
listened to the mixtape and shared their 
opinions. Wade Anderson (10) stated, “I 
really enjoyed Bobby Tarantino II. It’s one 
of my favorite projects of his, and I’ve 
been listening to it almost every day since 
it was released a few weeks ago”. Popular 
review site DJBooth had this to say about 
the mixtape, “There is plenty to appreciate 
and admire on Bobby Tarantino II”. 
Another student, Gabriel Pennington (10) 
stated, “My favorite track was definitely 
Midnight. Most of the other songs on 
the mixtape were really good, too.” The 
mixtape has generally received good 
reviews. On hotnewhiphop.com, the album 
boasts an impressive rating of 4.2 / 5. 

Shortly after the release of Bobby 
Tarantino II, Logic announced that he 
would be going on tour along with NF 
and Kyle. The tour will be 33 shows 
long, lasting from June 8 to August 3. 
Other stops on the tour include Atlanta, 
Cleveland, Philadelphia, Toronto, 
Indianapolis, Seattle, Salt Lake City, Los 
Angeles, Houston and Las Vegas. Logic 

will be coming to San Diego on July 24 at 
the Mattress Firm Amphitheatre, right after 
Irvine, CA, on July 22 at the FivePoint 
Amphitheatre. Some students are going 
to be attending the concert. Cole Gorham 
(10) stated, “I bought my ticket for the 
pit early. My friends and I are going to 
show up right as the venue opens, and 
get as close to the stage as we possibly 
can”. Andy Manso (10) stated, “I’m really 
excited to go because I’ve never been to 
one of his concerts before, and I have high 
hopes. The tickets were pretty expensive, 
so I hope it’ll be worth it”. Tickets for the 
tour released on Friday, March 16.  

Logic was in the spotlight for much of 
2017, mostly due to the success of his song 
“1-(800)-273-8255”. The song is officially 
quadruple-platinum, with combined sales 
and streaming equivalent units of over 
three million units. The song discussed 
suicide and mental health, and the song 
title is actually the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline (NSPL). The song was 
performed at the 60th Grammy Awards, 
along Alessia Cara and Khalid. The song 
was Nominated for Song of the Year at 
the Awards, and has amassed over 326 
million views since the video was released. 

Along with the success of the recent 
mixtape and the eagerness of fans for 
the upcoming tour, Logic is quickly 
becoming one of the most popular rappers 
in the world. His newest album is a 
testament to his rapid rise to the spotlight.

Logic drops Bobby
By Gavin Locke
STAFF WRITER

Hit Marvel Netflix series, Jessica 
Jones, released its second season on 
March 8. Creator Melissa Rosenberg 
and actors Krysten Ritter and Rachael 
Taylor have changed the Marvel universe 
with the diverse characters that have 
been woven into the series with help 
from the comic-book created by Brian 
Michael Bendis and Michael Gaydos. 
Many fans of the character have been 
eagerly awaiting the return of the series 
since the critically acclaimed first season. 

The first season of Jessica Jones was 
about Jessica (Krysten Ritter) defeating a 
part of her past that came back and haunted 
her for the whole season. She eventually 
defeated the demon that had been with 
her all season (or so she thought). Jessica 
was constantly haunted by this man, 
seeing and hearing him everywhere she 

went. Her character is based on a strong 
female hero that does not want anything 
to do with being a hero. She is constantly 
contradicting herself during the first season 
about her decision making skills. “Jessica 
is a character in search of control, using 
alcohol to quiet her feelings and isolation 
to limit her exposure — except for one 
thing. The one thing Jessica can’t control, 
despite all her best efforts, is her desire to 
help others. It gets her into as much trouble 
as her drinking and other bad decisions, 
but it’s the thing that helps her handle 
her personal guilt,” stated IndieWire 
reviewing season one of Jessica Jones.

The second season of Jessica Jones 
follow Jessica through more than just a 
part of her past. It deals with all of her past 
and of how she got her powers, along with 
some other secrets that have been buried 
from her for all too long. The first episode 
of season two starts with Jessica just doing 
her normal job as a private investigator. 
One of her clients brings her something 
that is so far-fetched that she would be 

crazy to believe it but it all becomes too 
real for her throughout the duration of the 
episode. Throughout the season, she digs 
deeper into this and reveals so much about 
her powers and all the others like her. In 
an interview with Popsugar, Krysten 
Ritter reveals, “Jessica doesn’t want to be 
either of those things. So I think that’s part 
of the dark headspace — that the society, 
and the city, and the people want to put on 
her that she’s a vigilante superhero, but 
she doesn’t want to be that. She’s worried 
that she’s a monster. She doesn’t want to 
be that.” The cities energy is a big factor 
in the show. It bounces off of Jessica and 
creates this ‘monster’ like character that 
is how New York would be portrayed if it 
were a person. Season two also has another 
underlying theme that is very relevant now. 
It deals with sexual misconduct issues and 
it is portrayed in a very strong, powerful 
way that played a big part in the season. 
Trish (Rachael Taylor) is Jessica’s sister 
and best friend in the series. In season two 
she starts dating a man that she thought 

would help further her career and get her 
great publicity. But behind the scenes there 
was a lot more going on. The Popsugar 
interview continued asking Rachael about 
her thoughts on how it was portrayed in 
the show, “we couldn’t believe it when 
all of these stories in Hollywood started 
rising to the surface. It’s an incredible 
moment of radical honesty for women in 
our industry, but, of course, Melissa wrote 
this two years ago and I think it really 
speaks to Melissa’s ability as a writer to 
really tap into culture in such a deeply 
truthful way. Men’s abuse of power has 
been going on for eons, so for Melissa 
to write about that and thread it through 
Trish’s storyline — obviously, Trish was 
a child star — I think is a little stroke of 
genius on her part.” The season touches 
on many different things in the superhero 
universe that can relate to everyday reality.

Most of the audience were excited to 
hear that season two was out and to hear 
it had such a strong storyline. Julia Ahern 
(11) stated, “I can’t believe that is already 

out! I loved it the first season and I have 
been waiting for it to come out so I can find 
out what is going to happen next. I hope 
Jessica becomes the hero we all want her 
to be.” Another student, Sila Ha (11), also 
was excited about about the new season 
coming out, “It was such a great comic 
and I am glad that Netflix made it into a 
show. Jessica is an amazing hero that I 
love and I hope that it turns out the way the 
comics did! It has such a great portrayal 
in the show series to.” The audience is 
mostly all in love with it. Sophie Rangel 
(11) had some other thoughts on it though, 
“I love the show and all but I wish it was 
a little more action based. It is mostly her 
just contemplating what she did wrong and 
I want it to be her being the hero she is.” 
The reviews on the show are mostly about 
it being just as great as the comic were.

Season two of the Netflix Marvel show, 
Jessica Jones, came out on March 8. With 
many different weaved in themes, the show 
already started out great in season one and 
hopes just the same for season two of it. 

Jessica Jones returns for second season
By Kaila Mellos
STAFF WRITER


