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intensive care when they are dying, which 
is possible with euthanasia and PAD, 
as they are painless and low intensity 
solutions. Also, a 2000 CNN Poll estimates 
that seven out of ten Americans say they 
would prefer to die at home, although 
only 25% of Americans actually do. 
Euthanasia and PAD can be admitted 
in hospitals, hospice, and the patient’s 
own home, allowing them that option.

Another factor to consider is the effect 
that euthanasia and PAD has on the 
patients’ family. In Utrecht, the Netherlands 
The BMJ designed a cross sectional study 
to assess how euthanasia in terminally ill 
cancer patients affects the grief response 
of bereaved friends and family. The friends 
and family of cancer patients who died 
by euthanasia had less traumatic grief 
symptoms than the friends and family 
of patients who died of natural causes, 
however natural death is uncontrollable. 
The friends and family of cancer patients 
who died by euthanasia said they stand 
by their decision because allowing a 
loved one to lie in a hospital bed for the 
rest of their life is not a life worth living 

By taking the “easy way out”, individuals 
who choose to commit suicide for whatever 
reason isn’t just; it’s the cowardly approach 
to solving one’s problems. However, 
from an ethical standpoint, not permitting 
someone to perform euthanasia or PAD is 
selfish because the patient is suffering so 
a relative or friend can spend extra time 
with them. In society, whatever serves 
the better good for the majority should 
be looked upon as the right decision. 

In the 21st century, human beings 
have more individual rights than prior 
years. Euthanasia and PAD should be 
included in this group of rights because 
keeping euthanasia illegal infringes upon 
an individual’s right to die. Euthanasia 
and physician aid in dying should 
be legal in the United States because 
every individual deserves the right to 
die when and the way that is desired. 

Over the past decade, skateboarding has 
grown more and more popular, evolving 
from being a hobby to being considered 
a sport, competing in professional games, 
such as the X Games. Skateboarding, in 
fact, has been found to decrease stress 
levels. In addition, skateboarding boosts 
coordination, provides a great workout, 
and improves physical endurance. 
The number of schools implementing 
skateboarding into their physical education 
programs should be increased greatly, as it 
provides numerous benefits to the students.

Skateboarding, according to the WLRN 
in Miami, has greatly reduced stress in 
riders as well as increasing their overall 
well-being. In an interview with rider Alex 
Bautista, he stated that after the loss of 
his wife “[He] was in this black hole…. 
[he] used longboarding as [his]exercise 
and [he] started to feel different...[My] 
stress was being reduced, [and he] liked 
how [he] was feeling.” Bautista added “It 
was a different sense of joy,” reinforcing 
his well-being and happiness. In another 
interview from Indiana University, a 
college student stated, “I think a lot 
of people would find [skateboarding] 

relaxing and stress relieving like I do, 
very calming.” The college student added, 
“It lets me think for myself, when I’m 
skating it’s my own world out there.”  
Skateboarding has been proven to relieve 
stress and should be integrated into schools 
to share such benefits with students.

Additionally, skateboarding provides 
an overall workout which perfectly 
fills the position of Physical Education. 
Skateboarding exercises leg muscles and 
burns calories, and is a great cardiovascular 
workout. The different tricks and ramps 
one can do or ride on make the exercise 
enjoyable, while helping maintain a 
healthy lifestyle. The exercise burns up 
from one hundred fifty to five hundred 
calories an hour [depending on your body 
size,] according to Everskate. A Men’s 
Fitness article by Men’s Fitness Editors, 
spoke of the different muscles being 
engaged, from legs to abs. The fact that 
“It goes from pacing to more explosive 
efforts” make skateboarding a rigorous 
cardio workout. Skating is a precise fit for 
physical education and needs to be enforced 
as it is more of a fun way to be healthy.

Physical endurance is yet another 
benefit of skateboarding, allowing riders 
to do more each time they pick up the 
board. Whether it’s for transportation 
or for fun, skating builds up physical 
endurance, allowing the rider to eventually 
progress as well as creating a more 

athletic environment. In an interview 
with the New York Times, professional 
skateboarder and snowboarder, Shaun 
White, stated that, “[skateboarding is] a 
process, over time your body builds up 
and up making it easier,” commenting 
on physical endurance. Implementing 
this into athletic programs could make 
a slow but sure difference in students’ 
overall mental and physical health. 

  There are some that believe 
skateboarding should not be implemented 
in schools due to the fact that students 
may get hurt, not knowing how to use a 
skateboard. However, safety equipment 
such as helmets, kneepads, and elbow 
pads should accompany skateboarding’s 
implementation. In addition, skateboarding 
should be supervised by a proper Physical 
Education instructor who can assist 
the students as they perform the sport.

Skateboarding’s benefits have a great 
impact on those who take on the sport, 
whether they are competing or just using it 
as transportation. Skateboarding should be 
implemented only when safety equipment 
is available, and under supervision, 
to ensure students’ safety. Overall, 
skateboarding provides an abundance of 
benefits for all, and should be added to 
Physical Education programs to educate 
students on the health benefits that a sport 
as simple as riding a board can have an 
impact on the way one feels and appears. 

 
 Euthanasia is the painless killing 

of a patient suffering from a terminal, 
chronic, painful disease, or in an irreversible 
coma, by a medical professional. The 
patient or secondary caretaker, and doctor, 
must give their consent for euthanasia 
to occur. As of June 2016, euthanasia 
is legal in the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Colombia, and Luxembourg. Assisted 
suicide or physician aid in dying (PAD), 
is legal in these parts of the United States; 
Washington DC, California, Colorado, 
Oregon, Vermont, and Washington. 
Although, PAD requires the patient to 
self-administer the medication and to 
determine whether and when to do this. 
Euthanasia and PAD must be legalized in 
the U.S., as individuals have a right to die. 

There are two types of diseases that 
euthanasia and PAD can be administered 
for; terminal and chronic illnesses. 
Terminal illnesses are incurable diseases 
that cannot be adequately treated, and 
are reasonably expected to result in the 
death of a patient within a short period. 
Some commonly known terminal illnesses 
are cancer (Leukemia or terminal brain 
cancer), AIDS (Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome), Lesch-Nyhan 
Syndrome, heart disease (Severe Coronary 
Artery Disease), and Ebola Hemorrhagic 
Fever. Chronic diseases last for three 
months or more, as defined by the U.S. 
National Center for Health Statistics, 
and generally cannot be prevented by 
vaccines or cured by medication, nor 
does it simply disappear. Chronic diseases 
include asthma, diabetes, and hepatitis.  

According to the Dartmouth Atlas of 
Health Care (2005), more than 80 percent 
of patients with chronic diseases say that 
they want to avoid hospitalization and 

Euthanasia Article

Girls in Boy Scouts Article
 On October 11, 2017, the Boy 

Scouts of America announced its decision to 
begin accepting girls into its organization, 
starting in 2018. Since its founding in 1908, 
the BSA has restricted girls from the main 
parts of its program (Cub Scouts and Boy 
Scouts). This new inclusion now provides 
young women the same opportunities as 
their male counterparts. The Girl Scouts of 
the USA, however, should be participating 
in this movement of gender equality by 
opening up its organization for boys, just 
as the Boy Scouts are now accepting girls. 

 Those opposed to the BSA’s 
decision believe that girls should not join 
Boy Scouts, but do the same activities 
as them, keeping the two associations 
separate, but equal. “The separate-but-
equal approach casts women as a group to 
be respected and protected but understood 
as deeply other. It also reinforces the idea 
of two monolithic genders that interact in 
a particular way,” says James Hamblin, 
senior editor at The Atlantic. In history, 
Americans once had very similar ideas 
regarding the separation of African 
Americans from whites, called Jim Crow 
Laws. These laws proved to be unfair 
and only slowed the process of gaining 
equal rights. If the Boy Scouts of America 
were to continue to exclude women from 
certain programs, it would be doing 
nothing but repeating mistakes made in 
the past. Just as these laws forced two 

groups of people to be separate in the past, 
the separation of genders in two different 
scouting programs is beneficial to no one. 

 The decision made by the Boy 
Scouts was clearly a step in the right 
direction that other organizations like Girl 
Scouts should be able to work towards. 
If both groups become co-ed, boys and 
girls would have the option of joining 
either program. In the past, a situation 
comparable to this was presented when 
Ivy League schools began to admit 
women. “The Harvard Graduate School 
of Education was the first to admit women 
in 1920. Harvard Medical School accepted 
its first female enrollees in 1945 — though 
a woman first applied almost 100 years 
earlier, in 1847,” explains Colleen Walsh, 

a Harvard staff writer. Yale and Princeton 
became co-ed in 1969, while Brown 
began to admit women in 1971, and other 
schools such as Colombia and Dartmouth 
followed in the years after. Before these 
schools started becoming co-ed, there were 
colleges that admitted only men, and other, 
unfortunately, less popular colleges that 
only admitted women. Shortly after the all-
male schools began accepting women, all-
female schools (commonly referred to as 
sister schools) like Vassar and New Rochelle 
began accepting men. Just as these all-
male colleges now admit women, the Boy 
Scouts are allowing women to join as well. 
The next step in this process of creating 
an environment in which no gender is 
excluded is the Girl Scouts accepting boys. 

Giving girls the option to form bonds 
in a setting with boys will help them 
to prepare for their future, where they 
will most likely be working in a co-ed 
environment. By having programs where 
girls and boys are together, there will be 
more opportunities for children to learn 
to cooperate with the opposite gender just 
as well as they can with their own. Girls 
who join Boy Scouts will also be able to 
participate in activities that have always 
been a big part of the Boy Scouts, but not 
the Girl Scouts. Some of these activities 
include camping at certain “Boy Scout 
only” campgrounds and derby racing. 

Boys who join Girl Scouts would now 
be capable of taking part in activities 
Girl Scouts do in order to earn their 

badges. Some of these badges include 
“babysitting,” “simple meals,” “making 
friends,” and “responsible for what I say 
and do.” In an article titled Things Boys 
Could Learn at Girl Scouts, Claire Cain 
Miller states, “Jobs that involve these so-
called feminine skills are the ones that are 
growing, in number and pay, according 
to research from Harvard. Meanwhile, 
when girls are encouraged to do things 
that boys have traditionally done, but 
boys aren’t encouraged to do ‘girl’ things, 
it’s a message that what’s masculine is 
superior and what’s feminine is inferior.” 
By Girl Scouts potentially opening up 
their program to young boys, they would 
not in any way be brought up thinking 
this message is one to follow. Instead of 
being taught to believe what’s masculine is 
superior, boys who join Girl Scouts would 
be learning skills every person should 
have, no matter their gender. Both girls 
who join Boy Scouts and boys who join 
Girl Scouts would be role models to others 
for defying gender norms and becoming 
more familiar with abilities society usually 
associates with the opposite gender.

The Boy Scouts have certainly come a 
long way in their inclusionary ideas., their 
most recent improvements including the 
acceptance of gay and transgender scouts. 
Nonetheless, a more contemporary way 
of merging all genders into one scouting 
group would be to look to forming two 
co-ed organizations that would open up 
various opportunities for both boys and 
girls alike. It’s time that all children in 
this country are brought together in a way 
that inspires cooperation, not competition.
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Lavar Ball, the father of basketball 
prospects Lonzo, Lamelo, and LiAngelo, 
isn’t being a good father for his sons and 
will limit their success. Lonzo is currently 
a rookie on the Los Angeles Lakers, 
Liangelo is playing at UCLA, and LaMelo 
is currently a 5-Star Recruit and junior in 
high school. Lavar has been in the news 
since March 2016, and since then he’s 
ascended to more fame, even being the 
subject of a reality TV show titled “Ball 
in the Family”. His confidence in his 
children and his obnoxiousness towards 
NBA players and other celebrities 
have pushed him towards the spotlight. 
Through Lavar’s over-involvement in his 
sons’ lives, he is setting the three of them 
up for failure at the professional level. 

 Lavar’s outlandish claims to the media 
raise the expectations to an unreachable 
level for his kids, leading to trouble. For 
instance, in February 2017, he remarked, 
“I’ll tell you right now, [Lonzo is] better 
than Steph Curry to me.” Stephen Curry 
is widely regarded as one of the top 
point guards in the NBA, as well as one 
of the best shooters of all time. Curry 
has won 2 MVP awards and has won 2 
NBA championships. Meanwhile, Lonzo 
just played in his first NBA games this 
year. This wasn’t the only time Lavar’s 
thoughtless comments caused trouble for 
his children. Before a game against the 
Washington Wizards on October 26th, 
Lavar said, “They [The Wizards] better 
beware, ‘cause Lonzo ain’t losing again 
this week.” In response to this, Wizards 
center Marcin Gortat said on Twitter, 

“John Wall will torture him for 48 min.” 
Wall is the Wizard’s point guard, and is 
considered by many to be on the elite level. 
Due to his father’s insensitive comments. 
Lonzo became a target. During the game, 
Lonzo struggled against Wall, putting up 6 
points on 2-11 shooting, as well as notching 
strong numbers in rebounding and assisting 
with 8 and 10 respectively. Though the 
Lakers won the game in overtime, Lonzo 
didn’t play very well. Lavar didn’t help his 
son with his comments, which isn’t what 
a father should do. Obviously, nobody is 
taking Lavar totally seriously, but Lonzo 
is being ridiculed due to the things his 
father says. A good father is supposed 
to help his children achieve success, 
or at least not to make them struggle.

 Lavar’s ego will harm his 
other son, LaMelo, too. LaMelo played 
basketball for Chino Hills High School 
during his freshman and sophomore years, 
where he excelled. One performance 
in particular stood out to the nation, on 
February 27, 2017, when he scored 92 
points in a single game against Los Osos 
High School, the second-best scoring 
performance in California high school 
history. At the beginning of the 2017-2018 
school year, Lavar announced he would be 
pulling LaMelo from the school in order 
to become homeschooled. On August 31, 
2017, Lavar Ball’s company, Big Baller 
Brand, announced that LaMelo would have 
his own personal shoe coming out, which 
could be risking his college eligibility. 
A quote from NCAA spokesperson 
Emily James stated, “A college athlete 
or prospect paid for use of their athletics 
reputation or ability risks their future 
eligibility in that sport.” Lavar is risking 
his son’s future in not just basketball, but 
life, for money earned from a basketball 
shoe. LaMelo has been verbally committed 
to UCLA since he was just 13 years old. 
If LaMelo lost basketball eligibility, he 
likely wouldn’t go to college. Lavar says 
they have a backup plan, “We’ll sit out a 

year or two. Just get stronger and faster, 
and then go into [NBA Training] Camp 
as a free agent.” If LaMelo isn’t able to 
play college basketball, then he won’t be 
able to attain his maximum potential as 
a basketball player, which would lessen 
his chance of making it into the NBA. 
Lavar is risking his son’s entire basketball 
career just to make money for his own 
company. He should prioritize his son’s 
future ahead of his own fame and fortune. 

The most recent scandal in the Ball 
family was over LiAngelo Ball and two 
UCLA teammates shoplifting while on 
a team trip to Hangzhou, China. The 
three players were accused of stealing 
sunglasses from a Louis Vuitton store 
next to their hotel. President Trump 
reportedly spoke with Chinese president 
Xi Jinping to help resolve the conflict 
quickly. While the charges were revoked, 
the players admitted their guilt and have 
since been suspended indefinitely from 
the basketball team.Why would Liangelo 
feel the need to steal? His family is rich 
-- his older brother Lonzo signed a four-
year contract worth $33.4 million. On top 
of that, Lavar is worth somewhere in the 
midst of $4 million. They could easily 
afford a pair of expensive sunglasses, but 
Liangelo was raised to think the rules 
don’t apply to them -- just because his 
family is full of celebrities. Traveling 
citizens are supposed to treat the country 
they’re visiting with the utmost respect, 
but Liangelo made the entire country look 
bad. Lavar failed to teach his sons the 
basic principles of courtesy and humility, 
and almost paid for it in a large way.

Lavar isn’t being a good father for his 
sons. He should be setting them up for 
success in the future instead of milking 
their current accomplishments for cash 
right away. He failed to instill in them basic 
values and they are getting themselves into 
trouble. If Lavar wanted to be a better 
father, he would act just like a father should- 
a role model and a teacher for his children.

 
Lavar Ball Article   
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Target Fair Trade Article  
Target recently announced that they 

would be slashing their store prices for 
better and cheaper goods, right after 
Amazon had announced that they were 
also cutting  prices. Everyone knows that 
when retail stores battle for the lowest 
prices, it is financially beneficial for 
consumers. But, low prices for consumers 
may mean higher prices for the workers. By 
continuing to lower the prices of products, 
less money is going to the workers who 
make them. More than 97% of apparel 
sold in the US is made in other countries, 
and 8 out of 10 shoes bought in the US 
are made in China. Why? Most big retail 
stores like Target and Walmart find cheap 
labor in poorer countries in order to make 
more products using less money, which 
means workers get payed less. In doing so, 
these companies are exploiting the labor 
of overseas workers for their own gain. 
It is a company’s obligation morally and 
legally to pay workers fairly regardless of 
if they work overseas or not. They need 
to stop continuing to lower prices because 
it is taking away from the workers.

 America has been outsourcing 
for decades. It is nothing new. Companies 
have gone out of the country to make 
products and have bought cheaper products 
from other countries. The companies 
believe that it makes their enterprise 

thrive, and keeps money in the pockets of 
those who need it. “Job outsourcing helps 
U.S. companies be more competitive in the 
global marketplace. It allows them to sell 
to foreign markets with overseas branches. 
They keep labor costs low by hiring in 
emerging markets with lower standards 
of living. That lowers prices on the goods 
they ship back to the United States,” says 
Kimberly Amadeo from The Balance.  
Most companies outsource because it’s 
cheaper, like Andrew Kokes, Vice President 
of  Sitel Global Product Marketing and 
Management who says,  “Reducing cost 
still remains the number-one reason that 
organizations elect to outsource.” It makes 
manufacturing cheaper, and easier while 
also giving money to underdeveloped 
nations. But, a lot of companies just use 
outsourcing for cheap labor and don’t 
pay any attention to struggling workers. 

Major companies like Target, 
Walmart, and Amazon should be paying 
less attention to competition and more 
to the quality and labor behind their 
merchandise. By constantly reducing the 
prices on their products that are made in 
other countries, companies are having to 
pay laborers less, yielding more profit for 
themselves. Nations that are commonly 
victim to exploitation include China, 
Russia, Bangladesh, Vietnam, and South 
Korea, and more. This is not fair to 
workers who live in the regions that are not 
as economically stable as the US and can’t 
make the same amount of  money. “We need 
a different legal framework — one with the 
goal of broadly shared prosperity — even 
if it results in higher prices for some goods 
and services. Laws should be amended to 
vastly improve basic labor standards and 
adequately fund their enforcement” says 
Daniel Costa from the Economic Policy 
Institute.  Corporations should direct their 
efforts on making sure their employees 

receive the right money for their labor. 
Outsourcing opens doors for violated 

labor laws, especially in underdeveloped 
countries where children are put to work. 
“Some observers also argued of the poor 
conditions of the workers and their unmet 
demands. But the company disagreed to all 
such arguments as well as statements given 
by those observers” says Krishna Reddy 
from Wisestep about Walmart in an article 
about companies accused of using child 
labor to produce their goods. Workers 
should not have to demand labor rights 
- it is something they need. In the U.S., 
workers are valued for their services and 
receive the money and benefits for them 
and their families, and workers outside 
the country must be treated just as fairly. 
There is no overarching law concerning 
the control of offshore outsourcing, most 
proposed bills die at committee level. 
According to Morrison Foerster, a global 
law firm, state and federal lawmakers 
will keep proposing policies in order to 
gain outsourcing regulation to help the 
workers. Until then, it is a business’s moral 
obligation to pay their workers fairly.  Just 
because they are cheaper to afford it does 
not mean they are any less valuable than 
the workers at home.  Companies are only 
defacing their own brand by denying and 
ignoring the rights of their employees. 
When the public finds out about unfair 
treatment of their workers, people are 
not going to want to shop there anymore 
and the company will lose business.

Target and Amazon lowering prices may 
seem like a good thing for the United States 
with the holidays arriving, but it means 
harder work for other countries. It is not only 
their moral obligation but the obligation as 
a company to pay workers fairly regardless 
of if they work overseas or not. Retail 
stores need to see what is more important 
and that is fair treatment for their workers.

On Tuesday, October 24, 2017, Arizona 
Senator Jeff Flake gave what could be 
considered one of the most important 
speeches of the year. He announced that he 
will end his career in the Senate once his 
current term ends, and will not be running 
for reelection in 2018. In his speech, 
Flake analyzed and criticized the current 
state of the U.S. government. Most of his 
reprimands were aimed at President Trump, 
but some of his comments criticized the 
Republican Party as a whole as well. While 
his fiery retirement speech was shocking, 
was he right to give it? His resignation 
suggests that he wishes for those who 
disagree with the president to follow his 
example and leave office. However, this 
is not the right move for all politicians. 
Flake’s message and his following actions 
do not yield a productive solution to the 
issue that he claims to protest. . Instead 
of abandoning ship, politicians should 
hold out for the remainder of Trump’s 
presidency and attempt to maintain the 
integrity of the government. This course 
of action would stay true to Flake’s 

message while preventing the current 
political situation from getting any worse.

Flake’s call to action is for others to 
do the same as him, and to stand for the 
indecency of the leadership of the United 
States and show them that they are not 
willing to put up with the executive antics 
of this country. Basically, this means that he 
believes that everybody should retire from 
their positions immediately because they 
don’t agree with the president’s actions. For 
obvious reasons, a mass resignation would 
be a terrible move within the government. 
Leaving so many open seats would shift 
the state of government from bad to 
nonexistent. Even if a complete wipe of the 
seats in Congress and state governments 
were to occur, and those spots were 
reoccupied, the major switch in personnel 
would be extremely sudden and difficult to 
manage. New politicians would be rotated 
into every seat in the government, and 
would have to make drastic adjustments 
to become accustomed to their new roles. 
This would be extremely time-consuming, 
and due to the hypothetical urgency of 
that situation, there would be no time 
to judge whether or not the candidates 
for each position were qualified or not. 
This course of action would be highly 
irresponsible and would further harm 
the public’s opinion of the government.

The president is not the only subject of 
the Senator’s disdain. He also criticizes the 
complacent politicians who would stand 
by and watch the errors of the government 
being made and do nothing. Essentially, 
Flake is trying to communicate that action 
must be taken against the politicians who 

have, according to his speech, “given up 
on the core principles in favor of a more 
viscerally satisfying anger and resentment.” 
He states that the Republican Party has 
abandoned its core values to align with 
the popular attitude of reactive behavior. 
While this is a problem all politicians 
should address, they must tread carefully. 
Those who wish to take action against the 
“Reckless, outrageous, and undignified 
behavior...emanat[ing] from the top of 
[this] government” (Flake) should do so 
proactively and constructively. Politicians 
should make their best attempt to rectify 
errors made by the president. For mistakes 
not immediately fixable, as much effort as 
possible should be put in to mitigate the 
damage. If and when beneficial decisions 
are made, politicians must reinforce and 
support them as to see them to their fruition. 
If all members of Congress, The Supreme 
Court, and The Cabinet are doing as such, 
the unstable situation within the U.S. 
Government should be somewhat mollified.

Although Senator Jeff Flake’s speech 
conveyed a very important message, those 
who act upon it must take care not to 
misinterpret it. The politicians who wish to 
oppose the declining state of the American 
Government should do what they can 
to revive it. Every bit of effort must be 
invested into maintaining, or improving, 
the state of the Government. Instead of 
running away from the issues presented to 
them, politicians must perform their duties 
and run the country as effectively as they 
can. Flake’s call to action will hopefully 
inspire other politicians to do everything in 
their power to maintain the integrity of the 
government, and not abandon their posts.

Jeff Flake Article
By Nick Stone
COPY EDITOR 

Privacy currently faces growing 
threats from increases of surveillance in 
defense of national security. Numerous 
government agencies, including local law 
enforcement agencies, the Department 
of Homeland Security, the FBI, and the 
National Security Agency, interfere in 
private communications of unsuspecting 
citizens, collect enormous databases of 
who Americans call and when, and record 
“suspicious activity” based on vague 
standards. The government’s collection of 
this sensitive information is an invasion of 
privacy.  Americans must be aware of the 
rules governing this type of surveillance 
in their jurisdiction. It’s one thing to be 
identified by the police once if a person is 
detained; it’s another for the police to be able 
to identify a person at a distance without 
having to say a word. Because Americans 
have been lenient to law enforcement on the 
use of surveillance, the number of devices 
being used has grown immensely putting 
privacy and liberty at stake. Citizens need 
to pressure law enforcement into divulging 
the types of devices being used and where.

In California nowadays, a police or 
sheriff’s department is able to purchase 
a fleet of drones or a set of surveillance 
cameras to watch the community its teams 
have vowed to defend, but not disclose to 
anyone- not even the local government. The 
secrecy, law enforcement officials argue, is 
critical to the success of the technology in 
finding criminal activity. This opposition 
is believed by Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
most law enforcement. They believe that 
by keeping this technology a secret, they 
are helping citizens. Blasio stated, “If we 
lay that out too publicly and in too much 
detail, unfortunately, it provides a road map 
for the bad guys,” possibly helping convicts 
by giving them access to information 
about law enforcement strategies. This 
concern, however, is misdirected. The 
true danger is that without this sort 
of legislature, the innocent, ordinary, 
citizens will be unaware of who, or what 

is watching them. Police must be doing 
more to keep the public informed about 
what strategies they’re using and why.

 This is the key reason that state 
lawmakers must pass a bill that would 
bring some much-needed clarity to 
the use of surveillance by local and 
state law enforcement agencies.

Improving and refining technology is 
making it increasingly easier for police to 
gather, examine and store large amounts 
of data about citizens. For example, 
automated license-plate readers are able 
to retain a list of every vehicle that passes. 
Cellphone antenna spoofers are able to 
record the time and location of every 
phone that appears within range. Body 
cameras record nearly everything a cop 
observes. Facial recognition technology 
is able to recognize people from pictures. 
These devices are an invasion of privacy 
and they the public needs to be aware of 
when they are being monitored and why.

These abilities have made it easier for 
police and other officials to investigate 
crimes and potentially prevent them. 
But there is a downside: the more law 
enforcement uses surveillance in search 
of security, the less independence and 
freedom the public has from an inquiry by 
the government. The more information the 
government gathers, the greater the risk 
there is that it will be misused, hijacked, or 
taken advantage of, for purposes opposed 
to those which warranted its collection.

The connection between safety and 
freedom is often labeled as a balancing 
act. Law enforcement tries to push the 
use of technology surveillance for safety, 
however the public pushes to preserve 
their rights and privacy. This cannot take 
place if citizens are not knowledgeable 
about the technology used to protect our 
safety. Edward Snowden, an American 
computer professional and former Central 
Intelligence Agency employee, stated, 
“Under observation, we act less free, 
which means we effectively are less 
free.”  That is why, when it comes to 
investigation and surveillance technology, 
the American people must demand to know 
whether the police are spying on them 
and how. Living a life in constant worry 
about who is watching and why is not 
living with rights and liberties as America 
has fought so hard for. Instead of living 
with an unsettling feeling that someone 
is watching, the American people need to 
pressure the government into giving them 
knowledge about the surveillance used and 
the means behind it. Without reason, this 
surveillance is just an invasion of privacy.
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