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Disney

On Thursday, December 14, 2017, Star 
Wars: The Last Jedi is set to launch into 
theaters worldwide. The cast from the 
previous installation, Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens, will reprise their roles joined 
by a numerous amount of new faces who 
will make their Star Wars franchise debut.

In the previous movie, Rey found 
herself teamed up with ex- stormtrooper, 
Finn on a quest to deliver a droid back 
to the Resistance led by General Organa 

which took her on an adventure throughout 
the galaxy. After the destruction of 
Starkiller base and the discovery of Luke 
Skywalker’s location, Rey returns, this 
time as a padawan to Luke Skywalker, 
and is faced with a challenge of becoming 
a Jedi. Joined by resistance members, 
Rey must take on the First Order, led by 
Kylo Ren and Supreme Leader Snoke, 
a task that has never been faced before. 

Daisy Ridley will return as Rey joined 
by Mark Hamill as Luke Skywalker, John 
Boyega as Finn, Carrie fisher as General 
Organa, Adam Driver as Kylo Ren and 
new faces such as Benicio Del Toro who 
plays an unknown mysterious villain and 
Kelly Marie Tran who plays Rose. Daisy, 
who rose to fame after the first installment, 

has had Star Wars fans raving for more, “ 
I really enjoyed how in a Star Wars film 
a girl was the main character, you get to 
see her actually fight another character 
and on top of that she plays the part so 
well and I am very exciting to see what 
comes next in the saga” says Cole Rudnick 
(10). Adam Driver is yet another newly 
famous face after his portrayal of Kylo 
Ren in The Force Awakens and is set to 
reprise his role. “His character was very 
interesting to watch as I never really knew 
exactly who he was before the last movie 
but I look forward to see how he does for 
the second time” says Aaron Lowy (10). 

In addition, Mark Hamill is set return 
as Luke Skywalker once more for his 
sixth film in the Star Wars franchise and 

is set to play Rey’s master and teach her 
the ways of a Jedi. In a recent interview 
with MTV News, Hamill said “I think one 
reason I personally am excited for this 
film is because it relates to The Empire 
Strikes Back so much, many unexpected 
things, relationships more developed made 
it more of a challenging experience for 
the audience and we see the same for The 
Last Jedi.” A newcomer to the franchise 
is actor Kelly Marie Tran who portrays 
the role of Rose Tico. Tico is believed to 
play a mechanic described as a “grease 
monkey” who is obsessed with fixing 
things and appears to have an affiliation 
with John Boyega’s character Finn.

Director Rian Johnson has directed 
numerous films in Hollywood prior 

to The Last Jedi such as Looper, and 
Brother Bloom, as well as three episodes 
of Breaking Bad. In an interview with 
Good Morning America, Johnson spoke 
of how Daisy Ridley’s and Mark Hamill’s 
characters are the “beating heart of The 
Last Jedi”, and that “the film is tied up 
around Luke and Rey and the means of 
their relationship as to where it is headed.” 
Later on, Johnson commented “I hope fans 
are satisfied with each and every character 
as there is enough of all” which satisfies 
many Star Wars fans hopes for the film.

Star Wars: The Last Jedi has fans excited 
about the movie as the saga continues once 
more. As the release date for the film moves 
closer and closer fans become more eager 
to see what has become of the franchise.

Stars align for The Last Jedi

This year KIIS FM’s annual Jingle 
Ball tour stopped in Los Angeles on De-
cember 1, 2017 and fans were excited for 
this year’s artist line up. Jingle Ball con-
sists of a variety of different artists who 
will perform their hit songs on the main 
stage inside this years venue, the Forum, 
located in Inglewood, as well as outside 
on the Village Stage. The concert fea-
tured artists from all different genres rang-
ing from country to R&B to rap. Each 
year, fans anticipate its arrival more than 
the last because they get to see many of 
their favorite artists in a single concert.

This year the Jingle Ball concert held 
in Los Angeles had a great artist line up 
including appearances by Niall Horan, Ed 
Sheeran, Logic and Demi Lovato. Each 
act has a certain time allotted to sing their 
most popular songs and woo the audience 
with an exceptional performance. “I’m re-
ally excited to see which songs the artists 
perform” says Laura O’Hare (11). “The 
line up is really good and has a lot of my 
favorite singers.” Emily Hempton (11) 
shared what she was most excited for. “I’m 
looking forward to seeing videos from the 
performances and how good everyone did” 
she says. “I hope I can get a ticket before 

they sell out.” The Jingle Ball event is 
sponsored by iHeart Radio, and is host-
ed by local radio stations as the concerts 
makes stops on the tour. The series stops 
at different cities which include San Fran-
cisco, New York, Boston, Washington, and 
Chicago.  Along with the main stage inside 
the venue, KIIS FM, along with the differ-
ent radio stations across the tour, has also 
set up smaller stages outside in the parking 

Why Don’t We, PRETTYMUCH, and ex 
boy band member from Big Time Rush, 
James Maslow. “I really hope I can go to 
the Village Stage,” says Malorie Perez 
(11). “I watched In Real Life when they 
were on the show Boy Band so I think it 
would be really cool to see them perform 
live.” The Village Stage is ideal for those 
who can’t afford tickets or don’t want to 
deal with the huge crowd. Serena Tesoro 
(11) says, “I think the Village Stage is a 
great idea because it gives the people who 
couldn’t get tickets an opportunity to hear 
live music while still being in the excite-
ment of it all. I feel like the only hard 
part would be finding parking with that 
big of an event happening and especially 
being in LA.” The Village Stage is also a 
great way for up and coming bands to get 
exposure for their music and a way for 
fans who have never heard them before 
to hear new music and see new acts that 
they’ve never seen before. Many music 
fans are excited to see new bands perform.

 This year’s KIIS FM Jingle Ball con-
cert was highly anticipated by fans who are 
excited to attend. The line-up of artists this 
year are expected to put on a great show 
with a mix of genres for fans inside the ven-
ue and outside. This year’s concert has fans 
ready to rock out with their favorite artists.

lot for fans who couldn’t get tickets or want 
to hear live music. Along with the fans, ra-
dio producers and personalities are excited 
as well for the festivities, such as Elvis 
Duran, the host of New York City’s Z100 
morning show, who says, “It’s almost like 
a Christmas pageant.” Madison Moseley, 
Co-Editor of The Panther Prints was also 
very impressed with last year’s perform-
ers, explaining, “[Fifth Harmony’s] danc-

ing was on point the entire time.” Their 
most famous mini stage is the Village 
Stage, where smaller acts have a chance 
to showcase their music to a new crowd.

The Village Stage is a smaller stage 
located right outside the venue that al-
lows fans a glimpse of the inside. The 
stage will feature rising music acts in the 
music industry. Some of the acts include 
up and coming boy bands In Real Life, 

Jingle bells ball out

On November 10, 2017, the film 
Murder on the Orient Express was 
released in theaters nationwide. Based 
on the 1934 crime fiction novel by 
Agatha Christie, the 2017 version of 
Murder on the Orient Express was 
directed by Kenneth Branagh, and is 
a remake of Sidney Lumet’s version 
of the film released in 1974. With 
renowned actors such as Kenneth 
Branagh, Johnny Depp, and Daisy 
Ridley, this film portrayed a detective’s 
race against time to interrogate all the 
passengers to solve a murder case, 
before a second victim is claimed.

In the 1930s, detective Hercule 

Poirot, played by Kenneth Branagh, 
is on a train called the Orient Express, 
traveling from one case site to another. 
While on the train, Hercule comes 
across a unique set of passengers. One 
passenger, Edward Ratchett, played by 
Johnny Depp, asks Hercule for help 
because Ratchett fears for his wellbeing. 
Hercule declines his offer, but is 
dumbfounded when Ratchett is found 
the next day stabbed to death. With an 
avalanche derailing the train, and a full 
set of passengers to interrogate, Poirot 
finds himself in a complicated case.

With different renditions of Agatha 
Christie’s novel. it was interesting to 
see that the 2017 version met the high 
standards set by existing adaptations. 
The novel has received high praise 

from papers such as the New York 
Times, which states, “The novel has 
movement, variety, interest; taken 
on the surface, it is an interesting 
and entertaining story of adventure, 
penetrated through and through with 
the consciousness of the on-rushing 
train, with that curious sense of 
the temporary suspension of one’s 
ordinary existence which comes to 
many on ship or train.” Furthermore, 
the 1974 film rendition directed by 
Sidney Lumet received great reviews 
as well, with Common Sense Media 
giving the film nearly five stars and 
calling the movie, “Wonderfully 
glamorous, [and] still entertaining.” 
Critics rated the 2017 version relatively 
high, and The Times of India state, 

“thanks to a stellar cast and gripping 
source material, this mysterious 
train journey is worth taking.” 

The 2017 Murder on the Orient 
Express film met the high standards 
set by its predecessors. For instance, 
The Guardian says, “The ensemble 
cast comprises an enjoyable mix 
of actors.” The cast attracted many 
movie goers worldwide to see this 
film, due to its combination of world 
renowned British and American actors. 
In addition, The Guardian also states, 
“There’s something endearing about 
the film’s middlebrow purity. It’s 
classic Branagh: sweeping landscapes, 
thundering score, and capital-A acting.” 
The film has captured the attention of 
audiences worldwide. Deanna Salinas 

(12) states, “The convening of an 
abundance of incredible actors in the 
cast had such chemistry.” In addition, 
Scripps Ranch High’s Kailey Askins 
(10) states, “It was interesting seeing 
the work Johnny Depp had in store.” 
Overall, Murder on the Orient Express 
was a highly anticipated film that met 
the high standards set prior to its release.

On November 10, 2017, Kenneth 
Branagh’s rendition of Murder on the 
Orient Express was released in theaters 
everywhere. With previous adaptions 
of this story, it was interesting to see 
how Kenneth Branagh portrayed 
the told tale of how a detective 
interrogated a set of unique passengers, 
solved a murder a case, and raced 
against a suspected killer. 

Highly trained detective takes on killer

By Noah Claxton
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Stranger Things 2, Eleven out of ten

On October 27, 2017, Netflix released 
Stranger Things 2, the second season 
to their widely acclaimed original eight 
episode series, Stranger Things, which was 
released in July 2016. The cast welcomed 
back many familiar faces, including Millie 
Bobby Brown, Winona Ryder, and Finn 
Wolfhard, and also introduces Sadie Sink 
and Darce Montgomery. Overall, fans have 
welcomed the return of the beloved series, 
but feel that the stranger things have past.

Stranger Things is set in the rural 
town of Hawkins, Indiana, in 1983. In 
season one, the story focuses on best 
friends Mike Wheeler, Lucas Sinclair, 
Dustin Henderson and Will Byers. After 
Will gets taken by the Demogorgon, 
the remaining trio of boys team up with 
Will’s mother, Joyce, police chief, Chief 
Hopper, and recent escapee from the secret 
science lab, Eleven. On the side, Will’s 
brother Jonathan joins forces with Mike’s 
sister, Nancy, and her boyfriend, Steve.

Season two picks up a year later. It’s 
1984, and Will is having a hard time 

adjusting to returning from the Upside 
Down, a parallel dimension to Earth where 
monsters and things of nightmares roam 
free. On top of that, new girl Max has thrown 
both Dustin and Lucas for a loop. Eleven, 
assumed to be missing, has grown closer 
to Chief Hopper. But when remnants of 
the Upside Down leak back into Hawkins, 
strange occurrences start happening again. 

Stranger Things 2 was highly 
anticipated by many fans. But, the new 
season left some feeling slighted and 
unhappy. Jess Joho from Mashable feels 
that the new season diminished the impact 

By Georgina Madok
STAFF WRITER

Hamilton to leave audiences “Satisfied”

A Broadway musical is coming 
straight to San Diego! Arriving at the 
San Diego Civic Theatre, with its first 
show on January 6, 2018, is Hamilton: An 
American Musical. This classic musical is 
all about the life of Alexander Hamilton as 
portrayed through music. It is inspired by a 
biography that Ron Chernow wrote about 
Hamilton in 2004. Through incorporating 
many different styles of music, such as 
hip-hop, pop, rhythm and blues, soul, 
and traditional-style music, Hamilton has 
been able to expand its audience greatly. 
However, due to using actors of all different 
races to portray the founding fathers, the 
musical has received many mixed reviews 
yet is loved by many for its diversity. 
This musical portrays the biography of 
Alexander Hamilton while simultaneously 
proving the current progressive state of 
the U.S. It is important to recognize and 
appreciate both aspects of Hamilton.

Hamilton originally was premiered on 
Broadway in 2015 at the Richard Rodgers 
Theatre in New York City, and continues 
to be performed there today. Even before 
its initial performance, it had already taken 
in over $30 million, according to Playbill. 
It is also currently playing at the CIBC 
theatre in Chicago. There are many positive 
reviews of the cast in each city and the 
musical continues to have an abundance 
of crowds all over the nation. Hamilton is 
currently touring around the United States, 
and now it is finally arriving in San Diego! 
Tickets at the San Diego Civic Theatre 
for the Hamilton presentations in January 
are ranging from $250 to over $4000, 
depending on the chosen seating. For 
many people living in San Diego or nearby 
cities in southern California, the price is 
worth it for the Broadway experience. 

At Scripps Ranch High School, students 
are excited to go and see the musical live. 
Ellie Howell (12) states that Hamilton 
“was the first musical I got really into, so 
being able to see it live is a dream come 
true.” Ellie has always appreciated the 
diversity involved in the musical and says 
that it inspired her to continue pursuing a 
creative route in the past couple of years. 

When asked which part of the musical she 
was most excited to see, Ellie responded, 
“The whole first act! The songs from act 
one are absolutely wonderful and they 
really set the scene for the rest of the 
play. Kaelynn Riter (12) is preparing for 
the musical as well, stating that “theatre 
is something I’ve always appreciated. 
When I heard that Hamilton was coming 
to San Diego in a couple months, I had 
to get tickets.” Whenever a new show 
comes to San Diego, Kaelynn feels that 
it’s important to take the opportunity to 
see them, as people in San Diego don’t 
typically get to have the full Broadway 
experience. If someone is not able to 
visit New York City to see Broadway 
shows, they are able to go to a Broadway 
show whenever one is in their city.  

Ellie along with many other SRHS 
students are ecstatic to see how this 
musical plays out. With the last 
performance on January 28, 2018, many 
are trying to get their tickets as fast as 
possible to get in on the action. Broadway 
shows come and go quickly, and 
constantly move from city to city, so San 
Diegans are trying their best to make it to 
Hamilton to start off their new year right.

By Sara Solares
STAFF WRITER

Teller tells a
military tale

On October 27, 2017 the movie 
Thank You for Your Service came into 
theaters throughout the United States. The 
featured casts included Haley Bennett as 
Saskia Schumann, Miles Teller as Adam 
Schumann, Amy Schumer as Amanda 
Doster, Beulah Koale as Solo, and Scott 
Haze as Michael Adam Emory. Written by 
Jason Hall and David Finkle, and directed 
by Jason Hall, Thank You for Your Service 
is based on the 2013 non-fiction novel of 
the same name by David Finkle. Thank 
You for Your Service tells the story of 
a Washington Post reporter who focused 
on veterans of the 2nd Battalion 16th 
Infantry Regiment, and their return to Fort 
Riley, Kansas, following a 15-month 
deployment in Iraq in 2007 until 2008. 
The film is about posttraumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD), portraying U.S. 
soldiers who try to adjust to civilian life.

Thank You for Your Service follows a 
group of U.S Soldiers returning from Iraq, 
their struggle to integrate back into family 
and civilian life, while living with the 
memory of war that threatens to destroy 
them long after they’ve left the battlefield. 
With these memories still lingering, 
the soldiers begin their long journey to 
physical and emotional rehabilitation. The 
film demonstrates the struggles that war 
veterans go through and the battles they 
fight even after they come home. Coming 
home from war is an endeavor and support 
and care from friends and family can 
be helpful in rehabilitation for soldiers.

Thank You for Your Service won the 
Truly moving Picture Award. Philip Carter 
from Rotten Tomatoes states, “Thank 

By Nicole Poirer
STAFF WRITER

Lin-Manuel Miranda

of the first one, stating, “Stranger Things 
2, however, largely destroys these intimate 
bonds [created by season 1], while also 
expanding the Upside Down in bafflingly 
predictable ways...and ultimately robbing 
Season 1 of its impact.” Sam Hadley (9), 
felt similar. “Season One had a very good 
story arc. Everything fit well together. 
Season two, while it was good, was all 
over the place and was a little confusing,” 
Hadley said. Nick Valdez from Flixist felt 
that the new season also harped on the 80’s 
fact too much, claiming, “The over-reliance 
on nostalgia not only feels anachronistic, 

but also amplifies the negatives coming 
from the series’ reliance on tropes, rather 
than character.” Some fans felt that this 
lack of originality and 80’s bomb led to the 
new season not being as good as the first.

However, many felt that Stranger 
Things 2 was a success as well. Rabiya 
Chaudry (10) said, “Season two has a lot 
more drama in it. I personally like that. I 
loved the addition of Max, and thought 
her interactions with Dustin and Lucas 
were really cute.” Kayla Swift (10) also 
liked season two. “I loved all the added 
action and the pace of this season,” Swift 

stated. Michael Ahr of Den of Geek added, 
“The truth is nothing could equal the sense 
of discovery and nostalgia that the first 
season captured, but this new installment 
beautifully expands upon the existing 
tale, adding a few additional characters 
and answering some lingering questions.” 
The new characters and added drama were 
some highlights for fans of the new season. 

Stranger Things has been renewed for 
two more seasons, starting sometime in late 
2018. Some fans hope for more connection 
between Hopper and Eleven while some 
want more Max and Lucas. Whatever 
the case, both are widely anticipated. 
In conclusion, there seem to be mixed 
reviews on the new installment to Stranger 
Things. Nick Valdez felt that the whole 
problem with the new season was the lack 
of consequence, saying, “While [it was] 
well produced and acted, nothing really 
matters.” A lack of consequence seems 
to be a large critique of Stranger Things 
2. But many fans, on the other hand, feel 
the second season was what was expected. 
However, it is actress Sadie Sink, who 
plays Max, that sums up Stranger Things 
2 the best. “I liked it, I just felt it was a 
little derivative in parts...I just wish it had 
more originality,” said Sink. The second 
season of Stranger Things has divided 
fans far more than the previous season.

Though sequels are often criticized 
in comparison to the originals, Stranger 
Things seeks build off of it’s current 
momentum of being the new “must-see” 
show, capitalize off of it’s fantastic cast, 
and try to create a new and original plot 
to catapult it into a successful third season. 

You offers a window into lives that most 
Americans never see, providing an almost 
visceral sense for what it was like to fight 
in Iraq and then come home afterwards.” 
This film offers a new perspective on 
the lives of war veterans and shows that 
society is less grateful after they are 
home safe. Soldiers lack the tools to 
mend the rotted bridges that isolate them 
from their home country. “Thank You 
for Your Service shows Americans the 
importance of helping distraught soldiers 
and being understanding when they need 
a helping hand to help them integrate back 
into society,” says Nyssa Sais-Montoya 
(9). This film gives viewers needed 
information to help understand soldiers 
who need extra help in order to recover 
from the horrendous events that they 
took part in so bravely across the world.

While some believe this film is 
unimportant or irrelevant, majority believes 
there is an important message within. One 
of many who reacted positively to the 
film, from SRHS Connor Nichols (10) 
sates, “this movie is one of my top five 
movies this year and it was exceptional 
at displaying the struggles war veterans 
face with PTSD.” The film exceeded 
standards and portrayed a realistic story. 
Filmed with respect for veterans, the 
movie seeks to bring attention to issues 
for soldiers facing struggles at home.

Thank You for Your Service is a non-
fiction drama based off a popular novel 
written by David Finkle. The movie brings 
awareness to viewers about honoring war 
veterans that have come home and not to 
forget the service they provide long after 
they’ve been home. Soldiers face haunting 
traumas and learn that war is only half the 
battle. Directed by Jason Hall and written 
by Jason Hall and David Finkle, Thank 
You for Your Service gives a glimpse into 
the world of heroes struggling to fit in. 

Dreamworks
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