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   Winter Break is right around the corner for 
Scripps Ranch High School Falcons. Break 
be-gins December 18 and runs through Jan-
uary 2. Many students anticipate the long 
awaited two week break to relax, unwind 
and spend time with family, everyone is ex-
cited to see what the holi-days will bring. 
Falcons travel to different places across 
the country as well as ring in the new year 
right here in San Diego. Everyone is ex-
cited to see what the holidays will bring.
Falcons fly all across the country visiting 
friends and family to spend time with them 
and welcome the new year. Emily Hemp-
ton (11) says, “Over break I fly back east 
to visit family” she adds, “It’s fun getting 
to spend time with my family and having 
a white Christmas, it’s a nice change from 
sunny San Diego.” Christine Tran (11) 

shares her excitement of traveling out of 
state for Christmas this year. “I’m going 
to Portland this year and I am so excited! 
I’m excited to look around and see every-
thing. I’ve never been before so I’m eager 
to see what it’s like there.” Serena Tesoro 
(11) adds “I go up north for Christmas. It’s 
nice because I get to see my family with-
out traveling that far and I like the fact I 
get to stay in California.”  Other students 
celebrate right here in San Diego, and 
they are excited to relax over break and 
stay busy with activities with their fami-
lies. For some stu-dents, they’re family 
travels to them. Malorie Perez (11) says, 
“ My grandparents from up north come 
down here.” She adds, “The rest of my 
family that lives in San Diego come to 
my house.” While some fly out of state, 
others stay home and celebrate here.
   Many students are excited to relax over 
break. Students who don’t travel stay 
busy with other activities and continue 
on family traditions at home. Nicole 

Vontsolos (11) says, “I celebrate Christmas 
by hanging Christmas lights in my room 
and help decorate my house with Christmas 
decorations.” Laura O’Hara (11) shares her 
family traditions on Christmas Eve, “Every 
Christmas Eve my family and bake cook-
ies and open presents.” She adds, “That has 
been a family tradition of ours for as long 
as I can remember.” Other traditions involve 
looking at the festive lights put up by their 
neighbors like Perez, who says her family, 
“walks around the neighborhood and looks 
at the Christmas decorations.” Perez also 
says, “We build gingerbread houses. We 
have a competition to see who can build 
the best.” Maddie Allen (11) says that every 
New Year’s her family has a spe-cial tradi-
tion. “Right at midnight, my family and I eat 
twelve grapes to represent the next twelve 
months” she adds, “It’s a tradition with many 
families, the grapes are meant to represent 
good luck for the next year.” Alexi Vontso-
los (11) says that every year her family has 
a tradition of cooking together. “My family 

and I make tamales. Every year a lot of my 
family comes over and we make them from 
scratch.” She adds, “I usually just watch but 
it’s fun to get everything together and be 
around family.” Relaxation and rest is nice 
until the days soon limit to when falcons 
have to be back at school, and along with 
that comes homework assigned over break.
   Even with the joy that comes from holi-
days, it also comes with homework. Teach-
ers assign work over break to get ahead 
when classes continue, but not all students 
are excited about that. Nicholas De Oc-
ampo (11) says “I have to take notes on 
two chapters in my history book,” he adds, 
“I’m not really looking forward to it, but 
I have to do it.” Along with taking notes, 
teachers assign other types of homework 
and even projects. Harrison Rodgers (11) 
says, “I have to read Grapes of Wrath for 
my A.P. Lang class and I also have to re-
vise a research paper.” Lené Boyer (11) 
talks about her assignment over break for 
her English class. “I have to make a Pow-

erPoint on a famous author from a list my 
teacher gave me. It’s going to take a lot 
of work because I have to memorize ev-
erything on the presentation.” Students 
aren’t too happy with the homework be-
ing as-signed but it is a great way to fo-
cus one subject at a time. Angela Sayaka 
(11) says, “I have home-work in one of 
my subjects, but I at least get to focus on 
that rather than five other classes at once.” 
Although students would rather be enjoy-
ing time with friends and family, staying 
on top of schoolwork is a necessary part of 
SRHS’ outstanding academic achievement.
The long awaited two week winter break 
is soon approaching and students are ex-
cited to relax, hang out with friends and 
family and celebrate family traditions. 
Other students anticipate traveling over 
the holidays to see relatives they don’t 
always get to see and celebrate Christ-
mas and a new year surrounded by their 
loved ones. The weeks ahead are sure to 
be filled with joy, love and celebrations.

Students chill out over winter break
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    As November 13 drew closer, the ca-
dets of SRHS AFJROTC were diligently 
preparing their unit for inspection. Each 
and every cadet had been doing their part 
to make themselves and their facilities 
presentable to Col. Young, a representa-
tive from AFJROTC Headquarters. As 
an inspector, he would be observing the 
proceedings of the unit in order to de-
termine whether or not the unit should 
remain a unit. If the unit passes inspec-
tion, the AFJROTC program at Scripps 
will continue until the next unit inspec-
tion. Due to the importance of this event, 
both the students and teachers worked 
hard to compose themselves for it.
Every JROTC unit has gone through mul-
tiple unit inspections since their forma-
tion. The inspections are conducted to en-
sure the quality of each group of JROTC 
cadets. It is common for inspections to be 
held every four years. Once a date is de-
cided upon for each unit, representatives 
from AFJROTC Headquarters are sent to 
their assigned schools to inspect the units. 
On the set date, the inspector will review 
the cadets in mass formation, which is 
when every cadet in the program is in 

formation. After addressing the students 
and instructors, normal daily procedures 
will resume, and the inspector will observe 
them. They will be evaluating the efficiency 
of the classroom and drilling courses run 
by the students. If after the day is done, the 
inspector is satisfied with the unit’s daily 
activities, he or she will return to Head-
quarters and inform them that the unit will 
be able to remain for another four years.
Headquarters sent Col. Young to inspect 
the SRHS CA-935th AFJROTC unit. He 
surveyed the cadets in mass formation in 
the morning, where a reveille ceremony 
would also take place. Col. Young viewed 
the cadets academic, physical training, and 
drill proceedings throughout the school day.
The students had prepared the most for the 
inspection. C/Col John Jack (12), the group 
commander of CA-935th, says that “[we’d] 
been coordinating with Lt Col. Sheldon and 
Sgt. Toledo in order to not only pass the 
inspection, but exceed every single stan-
dard that has been set for us.” The cadets 
of the SRHS unit really went above and 
beyond in order to impress Col. Young. 
“[The unit] implemented new programs to 
improve [its] military drill, cleanliness of 
facilities, and the operation of [the] unit; 
whether it is day to day actions the cadets 
carry out in order to create a better unit, or 
decisions made at the top of the chain of 
command by the senior staff, every con-
tribution has prepared [the unit] to be suc-
cessful,” Jack adds. While it may seem like 
a somewhat routine event, the inspection 

did incite some stress in cadets. C/2ndLt. 
Mariel Teng stated, “My biggest concern 
[with] this inspection is that one of us…
could make one small mistake that would 
ruin the entire inspection. Worst case 
scenario, we lose our unit, which I don’t 
want at all.” This fear of being disbanded, 
while very unlikely, has inspired the ca-
dets to rise above previously set standards 
and exceed Col. Young’s expectations. 
The students aren’t the only people who 
have it rough, though. The two instruc-

tors had also been working diligently to 
make the unit as presentable as possible.
MSgt. Toledo and LtCol. Sheldon were 
working to prepare themselves just as 
much as the students. According the Sgt. 
T, they had been “reading up on regula-
tions, ensuring finances are accurate and 
ensuring all AFJROTC policies are adhered 
to.” They were giving assistance to all of 
the cadets in the corps during the past 
few months. “The unit has been preparing 
since this past summer. Counting uniform 

items, textbooks, inventory, Government 
owned computer equipment, etc.” says 
Toledo. Everything in terms of preparation 
was executed smoothly and effectively. 
Toledo said that “things are looking really 
good and [the unit is] confident that [the] 
program and unit will do very well. From 
initially looking at [the] requirements, [the 
unit] quickly found that [it] has been do-
ing well and minimal corrections need to 
be made.” From the sound of it, it seemed 
that the cadets of CA-935th were ready to 
leave a lasting impression on Col. Young.
The instructors and students of SRHS AF-
JROTC continued to work diligently to 
prepare for their unit inspection. Based on 
their level of readiness and their exceed-
ing of the basic standards, they were set to 
do very well. On Monday, November 13, 
all cadets fell in on the football field to re-
ceive Col. Young, and he began his inspec-
tion. High expectations had been set for 
the Scripps Ranch unit, both by Headquar-
ters, and by themselves. Looking at how 
much cadets and instructors had been pay-
ing attention to detail in preparing for this 
inspection, it’s no wonder they received 
exceptional marks from Col. Young.
The unit was given the highest score of 
“exceeds expectations” from the inspector. 
The fact that only 10% of all JROTC units 
in the nation receive this high of a mark fur-
ther indicates CA-935th’s prestige. The unit 
will continue to operate at Scripps Ranch 
High School, and will continue to impress 
its rival schools as well as Headquarters.

   Scripps Ranch High Schools Mock Tri-
al team is competing for the 12th annual 
Mock Trial. This year, club members are 
returning with high hopes on defending 
their title from the win they earned last 
year. Many members look forward to the 
new season with the new club representa-
tives in February, and hope to go to state.
   Mock Trial is a competitive club that 
travels to real courtrooms to solve fake 
cases. Participants are judged by real 
judges and compete against other teams.  
Many people don’t know of Mock Trial, 
or what it is. Ben Ritter (9) states, “It 
doesn’t sound very interesting. I under-
stand why some people would go, if they 
want to get into law, or if that’s some-
thing they are interested in, but it’s just 
not something for me.” Current Members 
of Mock Trial were asked why people 
should join the club, and what it includes. 
Serena Martinez (12) claims, “I encour-
age people to join Mock Trial because 
you get to go to downtown courthouses 
and the people around you are amazing. 
It also looks good on your college appli-
cation, and if law is something you want 
to get into too, then it’s good for you.” 
Ashley Lo (12) sees the freshmen (Ben 
Ritter)’s point of view, she states “I joined 
as a freshman, I was actually forced to go 
to a meeting by my friend and I really 
didn’t want to go, but when they started 
talking about how close everyone on 
the Mock Trial team was, and how you 
all work together and that in the end it’s 
nice to know that you’re in a group effort 
and that it’ll improve your public speak-
ing and communication skills. I thought 
why not? And now I’m president of the 

club.” Mock Trial can help kids in many 
ways and improve their public speaking 
and communication skills, even if someone 
isn’t good at these skills, Mock Trial would 
help them improve. Every year, many new 
kids join Mock Trial as well. The veterans 
were asked how they welcome new people, 
and how they got into Mock Trial. Nikhil 
Penugonda (12) reports that; “College Ap-
plications inspired me too, and I’ve always 
wanted to get into law and I thought this 
was the right way to introduce myself to it.” 
Serena Martinez adds to that by claiming “I 
think that in Mock Trial you have to be very 
light and you should welcoming and open. 
When it first begins, you have to be wel-
coming because when the courts and judges 
come, it’s overwhelming. Especially this 
year’s case being a homicide case. You’ve 
got to make sure everyone’s having fun be-
cause in the end it is still a team.” Isabella 
Yang (9) claims “I encourage other people to 
join and even if you don’t think that you’re 
good at speaking, the cases are great and in-

teresting and other people will be there to 
support you.” Mrs Francisco, the advisor 
of Mock Trial welcomes everyone to come 
visit and have a look at the club. “We meet 
tuesdays at lunch here and thursday after 
school. You can come watch and hangout, 
we already had auditions which we only do 
once a year and it’s too late to join. But 
if you want to check it out you can totally 
come by, especially if you’re a freshman or 
sophomore and this is something you’re in-
terested in for next year. Don’t be afraid to 
stop by!” Members of Mock Trial encour-
age new students to try out in the fall next 
year, since auditions have already been 
held. Mock Trial improves many of your 
skills and could help a student progress.
   Last year, Mock Trial at Scripps Ranch 
High School won first, last year partici-
pants were asked how they felt about their 
victory. Ashley Lo claims, “We won first 
place in San Diego, and ranked 20th in 
state out of hundreds of teams. That year 
a lot of new members joined the group, so 

we really didn’t expect a win.” Penugon-
da adds to this when he states, “Last year 
when we won, we tied for state and we had 
to do a coin flip for who would be prosecu-
tion and who would be defense, and since 
we were in defense last year we ended up 
winning. It was really impressive because 
70 to 80 percent of our class was new so 
the expectation was just to do well and 
get a taste of it, so that this year we could 
compete and do well. It was really excit-
ing because we were underdogs and we 
were the first public school to ever win.” 
Mrs Francisco was asked what her expe-
rience on the victory was. She states, “It 
was like a magical moment, all of our work 
coming together. Watching the growth of 
the students was amazing. I am an AP lan-
guage teacher and I got to be some of the 
students teachers too. When I see success 
for them It’s amazing.” All club members 
hope to have another victory this year, 
and defend their title at the competitions.
   In Mock Trial, members must study and 

practices their lines for the case. Members 
were asked how they practice their lines. 
Frederic O’Hara (9) states “I am currently 
a witness and that means that i get to an-
swer questions from my attorney and the 
opposing attorney and I get to build up a 
case against the person we’re prosecuting. 
I just really have to practice my lines and 
make sure I don’t forget them.” Ashley 
Lo adds “To practice we work together 
to write our questions with a witness and 
an attorney. We practice them as a group 
and help refine, we also give eachother 
tips and try to come with the best case and 
arguments together. We practice tuesdays 
thursdays, but sometimes we scrimmage 
other teams to see how we’re doing. There 
are five scrimmages in total.” O’Hara adds, 
“It’s been a lot of fun. The meetings are 
cool because they are relaxed and there’s 
some work we do to remember our lines 
but it’s fun because its acting and aca-
demic learning at the same time. All the 
older people and leaders definitely help 
me practice and are always willing to help 
me out when I am stuck on something.” 
Although there is some work involving 
around practicing the lines and remember-
ing, Mock Trial is a great way to improve 
because members must remember their 
parts, and veterans must be able to help 
them with their work to improve and refine 
the statements, to make it a stronger case. 
   The competitions take place in Febru-
ary in downtown San Diego over a span of 
four days. If Mock Trial goes to state, it’ll 
be in April As well. Scripps Ranch High 
will be rooting for the team, and wish-
ing them luck for their next competition. 

    Scripps Ranch High School student, 
Noun Abdelaziz (12), has played a role 
in getting the Senate Bill 138 (SB-138) 
passed on a state level.  SB-138, writ-
ten by Senator McGuire ensures that 
students in high-poverty schools in 
the state of California are given ac-
cess to free or reduced-price meals, 
without the excess applications cur-
rently in place. The purpose is to make 
healthy breakfasts and lunches acces-
sible to all students throughout the state.
Abdelaziz is a member of the youth advi-
sory council for the UC San Diego Cen-
ter of Community Health. Through this 
council, she was told that McGuire need-
ed a student with a personal story and 
background that could illustrate the need 
for SB-138 to be passed. With all expens-
es paid, Abdelaziz was then transported 
to Sacramento where she met the sena-
tor. With Abdelaziz’s help, the bill was 
passed by Governor Brown on October 
12, 2017, and should be fully implement-
ed by no later than September 1, 2018.
      The Bill states that by making efforts to 
eliminate the stigma surrounding free and 

reduced-price meals, “universal free school 
meal programs are associated with de-
creased error rates, reduced financial strain 
for families, improved participation, and 
healthier and better prepared pupils.” Stu-
dents whose families receive Medicaid will 
automatically be identified as a low-income 
student without all of the extra paperwork 
and forms to apply for free school meals. 
High poverty schools and school districts 
can also be allowed permission to provide 
free meals to all of their students “with-
out the burden of collecting applications.”
    The application processes for free and 
reduced-price meals that had been already 
put in place statewide were burdens for stu-
dents whose families faced a language bar-
rier or struggled to fill the forms out them-
selves. Abdelaziz stated that she has been 
filling out applications for her family at a 
very young age, and she did not want others 
to deal with the same struggles. When asked 
about her motivation for helping push this 
bill to become a state law, Abdelaziz stated 
that it was “to help those who might ex-
perience the problems that [she] did.” She 
continued, “[I] noticed others around me 
struggle[d] with [the same problems too]. I 
wanted to prevent those who struggled with 
getting school meals from feeling stigma 
due to their families’ background or lan-
guage background.” Abdelaziz “[feels] like 
this bill will help students that are not well 

off,” and who do not have access to nutri-
tional foods at home and school. Overall, 
Abdelaziz is tired of the unhealthy choices 
people are constantly faced with, and de-
cided it was time to change this stigma.
   Surrounded by people involved with 
state legislature, a high school senior 
may feel out of place. “The process was 
nerve-wracking because it was my first 
time being in front of such a big group 
of people but they were actually very un-
derstanding and supportive of my cause,” 
Abdelaziz assured.  Although she was pre-
sented with this crowd of important peo-
ple, Abdelaziz knew she had to convince 
them that SB-138 was significant, even 
if it meant ignoring the anxiety that went 
with it. Abdelaziz said that some of these 
senators and others higher up in the state 
government, “spoke to [her] afterwards 
for standing up for what [she] believes 
in.” Many agreed with Abdelaziz and 
praised her for coming out with her story.
     When confronted by other students 
about feeling that they lack a position to 
voice their opinions in the world because of 
their age, Abdelaziz emphasized that they 
should “always stand up for what [they] 
believe in especially if an opportunity this 
big comes [their] way.” She encouraged 
students to get involved in their commu-
nity because they will soon face bigger and 
brighter opportunities, in spite of their age. 

SRHS student pushes to pass bill

SRHS Mock trial defending title

JROTC prepares for unit inspection

COURTESY of CA-935

COURTESY of UCSD Center for Community Health

COURTESY of San Diego County Bar Association

By Sara Solares
Copy Editor
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 The Butterfly Effect is coming to Scripps 
Ranch High, giving students the opportu-
nity to give back to their community. The 
Butterfly Effect is a non-profit organization 
that has helped many charities. Every Sun-
day a painted butterfly is dropped some-
where, whoever finds it will then be able 
to choose a charity that the Butterfly Effect 
will donate 250 dollars to. The organiza-
tion is a group of artists and activists who 
give the public a simple opportunity to 

give money to those in need without them 
having to spend any of their own money.
SRHS is creating a club dedicated to 
spreading the idea of charity around the 
school. As a member of the Butterfly Ef-
fect club, students will be painting but-
terflies, and hiding them throughout the 
school, and whoever finds one gets to 
choose an organization that the project 
will donate to. The purpose of the club is 
modeled after Edward Lorenz’s “Butter-
fly Effect” theory, which states that even 
the “softest flutter of a wing can affect the 

molecules around it, setting off a chain re-
action that amplifies into a major change.” 
Many have wondered why Wahl chose 
butterflies as the image for her project. 
Wahl shares, “When I was a little girl, my 
dad called me butterfly. Since then, butter-
flies have always captivated my imagina-
tion for their eternal symbolism of trans-
formation, hope, beauty, faith, and love.” 
In 2013, Tasha Wahl, an entrepreneur, 
mother, and artist, founded the Butterfly 
Effect project. The project grew as a re-
sult of her childhood days with her sister, 

when both kids would give ten percent 
of whatever money they earned towards 
a giving fund, called a tithe. Throughout 
college, and despite not being at home, 
Wahl carried the tradition and created 
a project surrounding the idea of giv-
ing money to people who need it more. 
Quickly, the endeavor expanded, and 
grew to more than just her local city. Cur-
rently, the project has spread hundreds of 
butterflies and raised hundreds of dollars 
all over the world. Supporting her work, 
Wahl’s husband, Erik Wahl, is a graf-
fiti artist, filmmaker, and keynote speaker 
who also raises charity money with his 
artwork. The money that goes toward the 
charities have come from the Wahl’s own 
tithing money. As the foundation became 
bigger, other corporations have contrib-
uted. Tasha has a dedicated team of lead-
ers helping to make a change in the world.
The Butterfly Effect has raised over 
$61,300 for 210 different charities, and 
has put many installation pieces all over 
the country. One big installation is the one 
they made for the American Cancer So-
ciety, which exhibited the story of cancer 
survivors on the back of each butterfly. 
The Wahl2Wall installations are big paint-
ings of butterfly wings. If an installation is 
found, the lucky finder can post a picture 
of the butterfly on social media. After that, 
the money is donated to a charity of their 
choice. That is just one of the many ways 
butterfly drops have affected the commu-
nity. Serra High School have been keeping 

the Butterfly Effect club active for three 
years now, and the Tierrasanta community 
has been greatly involved in it. The orga-
nization gave students a chance to make 
a difference in the world without having 
to gather any of their own money. Serra 
High school’s Butterfly project represen-
tative Kathryn Peterson states, “Over the 
past three years at Serra, the program has 
risen from the ground up, increasing in 
popularity with our diverse student body.”  
Students at Scripps Ranch are going to 
have the same opportunity. The SRHS 
Butterfly Leadership Team is looking for 
members to join and help drop butterflies 
around campus. They are looking for art-
ists, leaders, and philanthropists to help 
spread the word and witness the ‘ripple 
effect of change.’ In regards to how the 
club has affected her as a person, Peter-
son adds, “The organization has helped 
me grow as a person by really engaging 
me into charity work and realizing which 
causes I am most passionate about.” The 
project has grown into their community 
and has given the students many benefits. 
Scripps Ranch High is gathering a team 
of leaders and artists to create a move-
ment of transformation within the student 
body. As the founder of  the Butterfly Ef-
fect, Wahl has created a unique way of 
getting youth involved in charity, while 
making art along the way. The Butter-
fly Effect and its drops have expanded 
across the globe and will continue to give 
money to the many charities it supports. 

  On December 13 and 14, Scripps 
Ranch High School’s band, orchestra 
and choir will be performing their win-
ter concert in the theatre. Conducted by 
Scripps Ranch music teacher, Russell 
Shedd, the band will be performing on 
the 13th, while the orchestra and choir 
will be performing on the 14th. With 
the band, orchestra, and choir all work-
ing together to put on a winter concert, 
the school is looking forward to watching 
their collaborations this coming month. 
   The music programs have a challeng-
ing set of music to be performing at the 
winter concert. Band Marshall, Wylen 
Winchell (12), states, “We’re playing 
particularly difficult literature this con-
cert. At the band concert we’ll be playing 
Mars by Gustav Holst, which is a classic 
piece often used in movies. At the or-
chestra concert we’ll be playing Dvorak’s 
symphony #9, another well-known piece. 
Additionally, both are immensely fun to 
play.” It’ll be interesting to see how the 
band and orchestra take on such difficult 
pieces. Music teacher, Mr. Shedd, says, 
“The percussion ensemble will be playing 
some pieces, and there will be a double 
cello concerto at the concert. There will 
be some of John William’s songs, along 
with some holiday favorites.” Natalie 

Navarro (11), of choir, says, “Many songs 
we sing aren’t in English, which allows 
the audience to listen to the choir instead 
of the lyrics. I am ecstatic because choir 
sounds amazing this year.” With a wide 
variety of music being performed at the 
winter concert, audiences will be treat-
ed to various styles portrayed on stage.
   The music program is well known due 
to their successful performances in the 
past and the passion the players have for 
the music. For instance, Raine Delos San-
tos (11), of band, says, “I like band be-
cause the classes are fun since there’s a 
lot of interesting and nice people in them, 
and it’s always great to hang around those 
kinds of people.” With all the daily prac-
tices the music groups have, it’s clear why 
they have a close bond with one another. 
The Scripps Ranch High School’s band, 
orchestra and choir will be performing in 
the SRHS theatre on December 13 and 14. 
Directing under Russell Shedd, the band, 
orchestra and choir are working hand in 
hand to give the performance of a winter 
concert. Shedd adds, “We have a fantastic 
program. Tickets will sell out so get yours 
before they’re gone. Students have friends 
playing in the concert, so it would be nice 
to go and support the music program.”             
   With all the hard work and passion, the 
music program has to offer, they wish to 
see many at their shows this mid-Decem-
ber. With all the different types of music 
and the chemistry between musicians and 
vocalists, it will be interesting to see what 
kind of show the music program displays.

   To promote themselves and gain new 
members, official clubs will be meeting in 
Scripps Ranch High School’s Quad area 
with stands, signs, and current members to 
recruit those walking around during lunch.
   Not all clubs have been approved for 
Club Day, however many students are 
hoping to see some of the school’s more 
popular clubs such as, ASL Club, Dance 
Company, No Higher Calling, Sending 
Hope, Robotics Club, Recycling Club, 
Science Olympiad, Gender Equality Club, 
Calligraphy Club, and Circle of Friends. 
A majority of these clubs have been pres-
ent at the school for more than three years. 
These clubs are relying on a good crowd 
throughout Club Day in order for enough 
members in the up and coming meetings.
    Freshman who are unaware of all the clubs 
at Scripps Ranch are excited to find a club 
that might fit their schedule and style. Al-
ice Zhou (9) states, “I have heard that Club 
Day is a fantastic way for new students at 
Scripps to learn about all the diverse clubs 
hosted throughout the school.” Many of 
the clubs Presidents mentioned they will 
be attending Club Day in order to recruit 
new members. ASL Club’s President Allie 
Taylor (11), “We do plan on attending Club 

Day this year to promote the club to any-
one who might be interested.” Club mem-
bers plan on doing everything they can to 
make their club appeasing and intriguing 
for those who align with that interest. Food 
will also be posted around the Quad to get 
more kids into the area, hopefully groups 
of friends who might have the same inter-
ests, will result in a whole group joining a 
club. Zhou (9) adds, “If there’s a club that 
is interesting to my friends and I, then we 
will most likely join together.” Even for 
those who walk it alone, clubs are often a 
perfect way to build friendships with peo-
ple who share similar passions such as gar-
dening or more academic based interests.
   Although many clubs are based on social 
interactions, some are based on assisting 
the school and community. For example, 
Recycling Club offers an opportunity for 
those who are “interested in raising envi-
ronmental awareness by recycling bottles 
and cans,” President of Recycling club 
Alina Luk states (12), “With every bottle 
the club is able to collect, they can promote 
a more sustainable environment within 
Scripps Ranch’s school and community” 
This year especially, the club has been able 
to promote itself by reaching out to teachers 
for further cooperation. Luk (12) adds on, 
“Through my position as President, I have 
been able to achieve my goal of instilling 
a change within the school and Communi-
ty.” The self-fulfillment gained during par-
ticipation of these clubs leaves many stu-
dents inspired to start changes of their own 
and join clubs that can make a difference. 
Some students may want to make a dif-
ference within the community, but do not 
exactly know what club will fit their per-

sonality and goals, which is why Club Day 
is great for both students, the club, and the 
school. President of the Gender Equal-
ity Club, Emily Burgess (12) mentions, 
“When I started the club, I didn’t know 
much at all about feminism and I went 
on to learn more. I’ve learned a lot about 
social issues and what I can do to help 
situations. This club has helped shape my 
worldview for that reason.” Students who 
plan on looking around during Club Day 
have a good chance of learning about more 
worldly problems and issues that may be 
bigger than they had previously thought. 
Essentially, this event is a great way to ex-
pand one’s own knowledge without having 
to exert much attention to detail or work.
More importantly, Club Day is a good way 
to build off old passions into something 
more substantial for college applications 
or just to give an idea of what they may 
want to major. One of the President’s in 
the Science Olympiad Club, Gracie Rich-
ards (12) states, “This club really shaped 
my passion for science. I’m planning on 
going into science in college, and I give 
a lot of credit for that to being a part of 
Science Olympiad.” Many students have 
found that it is possible to couple academ-
ics and align it with their own passion. 
With all clubs hoping for a good turn out 
on Club Day, students are looking for-
ward to strong clubs who will be mak-
ing Scripps Ranch a better place and to 
a smaller scale, welcome those who are 
just starting the year and want to meet 
new people. Embrace your own passions 
and see what clubs are available to the 
students of Scripps Ranch High School 
out on the Quad November 16, 2017.

Butterflies fly with falcons

Popular clubs back again? Winter concert and holiday cheer
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