
Nicole Poirier
Don't Judge A Movie By It's Cover
Touching Movie Shows the Wonders of Life
Moving, uplifting tale of disfigured boy with inner beauty.

On November 17, 2017 the movie Wonder is coming into theaters throughout the United 

States. The featured casts includes Julia Roberts as Isabel, Jacob Tremblay as Auggie, Owen 

Wilson as Nate, and Mandy Patinkin as Mr. Tushman. Written by Jack Thorne, Steve Conrad, 

and Stephen Chbosky, and directed by Stephen Chbosky, Wonder is based off the novel by R.J. 

Palacio published in 2012.  Wonder tells the story of August Pullman, or Auggie, a boy with 

facial differences who enters fifth grade, attending a private elementary school after being 

homeschooled for years. 

Auggie struggles to fit in at a new school named Beecher Prep and tries to show everyone 

that he is just an ordinary kid, no different than the rest of the world. He has a rare medical facial 

deformity, which he refers to as "mandibulofacial dysostosis", also known as Treacher Collins 

syndrome and a cleft palate. Auggie’s story tries to teach that beauty is not just on the outside 

and you shouldn't discriminate the different or the exceptional because of how they look.

In an interview, Palacio says he came up with the idea for Wonder at an ice cream shop 

with his two sons. They saw a girl with a facial condition like Auggie’s, and the 3-year-old 

started to cry, while his older son looked horrified. Palacio got up and whisked his kids away, for 

the sake of the girl’s feelings. In recollection, Palacio stated, “I wish I’d had the courage to turn 

around and look at the girl at the store.” He regrets running away from his problem rather than 

acknowledging the little girl and setting a better example for his children. He decided to create a 

book on this issue so others would be informed and know to act better.

Wonder was on The New York Times Bestseller list and was also on the Texas 

Bluebonnet Award master list. The book won Vermont's Dorothy Canfield Fisher Children's 

Book Award, the 2014 Maine Student Book Award, and the 2015 Mark Twain Award. It has 
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also won Hawaii's 2015 Nene Award and in 2014 it won both the Bluestem and Caudill Awards 

in Illinois. The Guardian states, “Honestly, this is one of the most profound and beautifully 

written books I have read in a long time.” The thoughts and ideas in this book challenge 

perceptions of today's society. The media focuses on promoting a good body-image and stopping 

peer pressure. Scripps Ranch High School’s Carson Leighty (10) says that “while reading this 

novel you can step back and rethink your worries about body image by listening to someone who 

deals with daily stares and rude remarks from his peers.” The book and movie focus on giving 

perspective to real life issues facing many kids.

People who read the book are excited to see the movie coming out. Orihah Allred (10) 

says, “I thought the book was motivational for kids who have low self-esteem because it puts 

you in the perspective of a kid with a disability or disorder.” Wonder gives its audience those 

lessons through the view of young Auggie Pullman. Even those who haven’t read the book are 

excited to see the film. Sophomore at Scripps Ranch High, Sabrina Altamimi (10) says, “The 

movie will be great to see so that way people can open their eyes to actual struggles that face 

kids in America and all over the world.” This film covers a variety of important issues kids have 

growing up.

In conclusion Wonder is a drama based off a popular novel. This film follows Auggie 

Pullman through his struggle of trying to fit in. The movie brings awareness to young viewers 

about seeing people with disabilities on the same level as everyone else and helping them to have 

a higher self esteem and not feel discriminated against. Directed by Stephen Chbosky and written 

by Jack Thorne, Steve Conrad, and Stephen Chbosky, it’s a must see film of 2017, so go 

November 17th and watch Wonder in theaters.


