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800,000 undocumented immigrants, known as Dreamers, will be losing protection from 

deportation as Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced that the administration is rescinding the 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA program. The Trump administration 

rescinded the DACA program on September 5, 2017 unethically, wrongfully, and apathetically.  

DACA was developed for illegal immigrants who first came to the United States under 

the age of sixteen, and protects them from deportation as long as they are currently studying, 

working or serving in military. The policy, established by the Obama administration in 2012, 

expires every two years, subject to renewal. However, when the Trump administration rescinded 

the program in September 2017, no initial DACA applications are being accepted. For those who 

need a DACA renewal, their document must not expire until March 6, 2018.  

The Trump administration finds the executive order creating DACA completely unlawful 

and deprives Americans of job opportunities. Sessions explains, "The effect of this unilateral 

executive amnesty, among other things, contributed to a surge of unaccompanied minors on the 

southern border that yielded terrible humanitarian consequences," he later states, "It also denied 

jobs to hundreds of thousands of Americans by allowing those same jobs to go to illegal aliens." 

Trump repeatedly expresses the need for Congress to act on a solution for DACA in a statement 

explaining his decision to rescind the program. Trump states, "It is now time for Congress to 

act!" Trump is giving Congress a span of six months to craft a permanent legislative solution. 

DACA, not providing any lawful status, will most likely lead to deportation if Congress cannot 

come up with a solution within time. The Trump administration is going through so much trouble 

to end a beneficial program. Trump stated, “As I've said before, we will resolve the DACA issue 

with heart and compassion -- but through the lawful Democratic process -- while at the same 
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time ensuring that any immigration reform we adopt provides enduring benefits for the American 

citizens we were elected to serve.” Trump is explaining that America needs to prioritize its 

citizens and legal immigrants by ending the DACA program. 

However, this action would be completely unbeneficial to the United States. Trump 

should not be repealing this program because of the immorality of it and because the members in 

DACA have greatly assisted the welfare in America. The 800,000 immigrants enrolled in the 

DACA program, although not legal citizens, have ultimately benefitted America by serving in 

the military, working as engineers, finance professionals, and Apple technicians in positions 

ranging from retail to research and development. DACA brought in hard working individuals 

who are helping develop technology, protecting citizens, and strengthening companies across 

America. 

A majority of immigrants in the DACA program have known no other home than 

America. Since the start of DACA, the program’s undocumented immigrants have created 

families, begun businesses, and created their own livelihood in the United States. They have 

worked tirelessly, yet their futures are unclear.  These immigrants were brought to America by 

their parents for better futures. We cannot morally exert punishment on someone by the actions 

of their parents. 

No child should ever feel hungry, unnerved, horrified, deserted, and unloved with 

nowhere to turn. Barack Obama states, “Whatever concerns or complaints Americans may have 

about immigration in general, we shouldn’t threaten the future of this group of young people who 

are here through no fault of their own, who pose no threat, who are not taking away anything 

from the rest of us. … Kicking them out won’t lower the unemployment rate, or lighten anyone’s 
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taxes, or raise anybody’s wages.” The truth is, most of those in DACA never got a say in 

whether they wanted to come here or not. Kids came to the United States regardless of their own 

desires. These individuals strive for prosperity like everyone else in this country, and are 

American in their soul and in their heart, even if not on paper. 

The Trump administration should not be trying to repeal a program that has benefitted 

both America and DACA members. For the next few months, it will be a raging rocky 

rollercoaster for the 800,000 people in the DACA program. This issue is a moral issue, not a 

legal one, and will undoubtedly negatively impact the country as a whole if Congress does not do 

the right thing. 


