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November the third brings the release of the third Thor installment, Thor: 

Ragnarok. Chris Hemsworth and Tom Hiddleston return to their roles as Thor and Loki, 

and are joined by newcomers to the franchise like Cate Blanchett and Jeff Goldblum, in 

this Marvel film.  

 The trailers show clips of Thor (Hemsworth) up against the deadly beast, Hela, 

played by Blanchett, who manages to destroy his trusty hammer and friend, Mjölnir. 

Defenseless, the god gets swept up by the Grandmaster (Goldblum). The Grandmaster is 

a villain in the Marvel Universe that goes around the galaxy picking up people and 

creatures to play his games. He is one of the Elders of the Universe and has spent his life 

mastering games, skills, and strategy, making sure he’ll win all the time. Hardcore 

Marvel fans might remember his brother, the Collector (who goes around the universes 

collecting rare finds and knick knacks), from the first Guardians of the Galaxy movie. 

Loki (Hiddleston), Thor’s evil and manipulative adopted brother, seems to be in alliance 

with the Grandmaster. On top of that, Thor has to be put in a fight with his fellow 

Avenger teammate, Hulk, played by Mark Ruffalo. If that’s not enough, Hela is wreaking 

havoc on Asgard, Thor’s home, while he’s halfway across the galaxy.  

Thor movies are known for two things. One of those things are long epic battles, 

causing the runtime of the movie to clock in at nearly two hours. Ragnarok is looking to 

have those epic battles too, but only have a runtime of 90 minutes. Another thing that has 

been shortened is Thor’s long, golden locks. Many fans, and students, and unhappy with 

this. Josephine Gauthier, 10, states passionately, “I think his new haircut is terrible. He’s 

known for his long hair. Giving him a haircut is like cutting off a part of him.” Thor’s 
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hair is a staple to the franchise. Fans are curious to see how the movie will be with this 

new practical do.  

 Cate Blanchett surprised many being casted to play Hela. Blanchett is normally 

known for less villainous roles, like her roles as the evil stepmother in Cinderella and as 

Galadriel in the Lord of the Rings series. Blanchett had three reasons for taking on Hela. 

“A) It was Taika. B) It was the goddess of death. And C) There’s never been a female 

Marvel villain,” 

Blanchett tells the LA Times. Director Taika Waititi has directed many movies, like 

Moana, and has caused a lot of buzz about this movie. Blanchett wanted to be apart of the 

buzz. Blanchett also wanted to be the first one to play the first female Marvel villain, and 

who’s better to start with then the goddess of death?  

 Tom Hiddleston, Loki, looks forward to sharing this film with everyone. He was 

really excited to be back. Hiddleston is thrilled that the film and Thor have a more 

comedic tone, stating in an interview with Collider, “I love that his comedy chops are 

being flexed and it’s great for the film. We have the luxury of having established so 

much. Everybody knows Asgard; everybody knows the rules, so now we can play with 

archetypes and tropes and expectations in a really fun way.” Hiddleston also divulged a 

little bit on a scene between Hulk and Loki to Den of Geek, "Let’s not forget that it’s no 

secret that the Hulk shows up in Ragnarok, and the last time Loki and Hulk were in the 

same room didn’t go very well for Loki...So, he’s got a few chips on his shoulder, but it’s 

fun. You’ll see.” 
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 Comic Con this year did a large panel on Thor. Katie Chicca, 10, attended the 

energetic festivities. “I feel bias about the new Thor movie, having seen exclusive trailers 

and clips. I think it looks super cool and I can’t wait to go see it!” However, in spite of all 

this hype, not many students know about the third Thor movie. Ryan Levitt, 11, admitted, 

“I have no background knowledge about Thor. I’m assuming everyone will flock to the 

theaters to see it.” Austin Roberts, 10, says, “I know nothing about this film. Or Thor for 

that matter.”  

Whether you know a lot or a little about Marvel and Thor, Thor: Ragnarok is 

looking to be an action and humor packed film, with a strong returning cast and exciting 

new faces. This is the last Thor installment. Make sure to check it out November 3, 2017. 

 

 


