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In America, people have the right to speak freely, produce free press, and the right to 

practice any religion. In other countries, not everyone has the same rights, and some want them 

taken away. All over Europe and in Australia, the burqa ban has been spreading and preventing 

Muslim women from wearing them in public, and some people want the United States to do the 

same. The burqa is a traditional head and body cover worn by Muslim women.  The issue has 

been going on for years but recently gotten more attention. Banning the burqa is a huge step back 

from our goal toward tolerance and freedom, as it restricts people from wearing clothing of their 

own culture. It would only cause discomfort and is a restriction of free speech. America and 

other western countries should not be banning the burqa. 

Individuals who believe burqas should not be allowed in public say it is because they 

think it is hurting the security of the nation by letting people hide their identity in public. A 

petition for this ban on the petition website Change stated “Therefore we feel that new laws 

should be passed and existing laws amended that will make it illegal to wear a burqa, niqab, or 

any other covering that hides a person's identity, in any public place, or upon any private 

property without first having obtained written consent from the owner of said property.” These 

people want the United States to provide more protection for the public. 

 America should not be following the steps of other European countries and Australia in 

the burqa ban because it goes against the first amendment which protects the right to practice any 

religion freely. By getting rid of the veil, not only is it unconstitutional but driving the idea of 

Islamophobia by inciting paranoia about the religion. Alan Coffee, a lecturer in political 
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philosophy at King’s College London states “The ban itself polarizes the cultural divide. You 

end  

 

up with a kind of culture war.” It is evident that western countries link terrorism with the religion 

of Islam and getting rid of the burqa is singling out Muslim women only and not securing 

nations. It is a woman’s right to wear what she likes in public. 

 By putting the ban into effect, the state would be violating citizens spiritual beliefs and 

their discomfort with the veil is an inadequate reason to ban it. By denying women the right to 

determine how to practice their faith,  it is no different than trying to dictate what women should 

wear or do. People should leave women to choose and that only gives them the right they claim 

they are defending. 

By banning the Islamic veil, the west is sending out a message to the world about the type 

of society they want to live in. A society that shames people for wearing a piece of cloth that 

represents who they are and where they are from. As a free country, The United States should let 

those women wear burqas without being mocked and criticized of their faith. It's up to the 

citizens to maintain the morals of society so that a free country can remain free of discrimination. 

 

 


