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On November 10, 2017, Taylor Swift’s new album, Reputation, is set to be released. This 

is to be Swift’s sixth album, with her last album being 1989 debuted back in 2014. The new 

album is speculated to emphasize Swift’s dark side, brought out by the drama she's been 

involved with recently. Swift has been under some heat, having drama between other celebrities 

such as Kanye West, Kim Kardashian, and Katy Perry. However, Swift embraces the attention as 

she releases a track called “Look What You Made Me Do” on August 24, 2017, the first track 

revealed from her upcoming album Reputation. 

“Look What You Made Me Do” is the setting stage for her upcoming album, it’s the first 

glimpse Taylor’s fans get of the new Swift. The newly released song, “Look”, has dark 

undertones and hidden messages masked behind the lyrics. The basic premise of the song is an 

anthem of Swift’s return to the pop world, but how the media has supposedly “killed” the old 

Taylor’s reputation, and has left room for this new Swift to debut. However, not everyone 

believes that this new Swift is an intimidating presence. For instance, Frank Guan, a writer for 

Vulture, states that, “it’s impossible for anyone but her most die-hard fans (which are, to be fair, 

legion) to think that the song represents Taylor in a position of strength.” Although this song has 

sprung up contradiction over the artist’s future, the general public agrees that this song is 

different from anything ever heard from Swift before. 

“Look” is a pop song like most of Swift’s other works, however, this track has a unique 

twist. It has a darker theme and a different style of music than the Swift songs of the past. For 

instance, Scripps Ranch High’s Jessica Keiser (10) says, “I believe that Taylor Swift’s new song 

‘Look What You Made Me Do’ is darker than the previous music because she brings out a side 

of her that has never been seen in the media before.” Another vast majority of Swift’s fan base 
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has made a consensus of how this song’s style is strangely different yet familiar. Many people 

have made connections of this new track to have a similar style to artists like Halsey and Lady 

Gaga. 

  “Look” is focused around its repetitive, yet catchy chorus, where Swift repeats, “look 

what you made me do” over and over again in a semi-hypnotic fashion. For those words get 

branded into one’s head and makes the audience question what they’ve done to Swift. For 

instance, there is an iconic moment within the song where Swift picks up a phone and says, “The 

old Taylor can’t come to the phone right now…why… oh... because she’s dead.” This has 

opened a door of new possibilities for a new Swift to arise from the ashes of the old, music writer 

Chris Willman says, “There’s also the undeniable element of Swift being a girl who just wants to 

have fun… the fun, that is, of playing around with her own fury.” This new style will hopefully 

cause a new set of unique music to look forward to when the album hits this November. 

 “Look” has already performed incredibly well even before the release of her full album. 

For instance, within 24 hours of the debut of Swift’s song, it reached 30 million views on 

YouTube. In addition, after the release of the music video for “Look What You Made Me Do” 

during the 2017 VMAs, it reached 90 million views within three days of its release. This rapid 

rate of success has caught the eyes of many fans, such as SRHS student Sabrina Morando (11) 

who says, “I’m excited for Reputation because it definitely sounds like Taylor is trying on a new 

aesthetic which hopefully she executes it right. I’m also just really excited to jam out to Taylor 

Swift’s new songs.” “Look” truly sets the stage for what to expect of the new Swift when her 

new album, Reputation, releases. 

 Swift’s new album, Reputation, is set to be released on November 10, 2017. With the 

drama she's been a part of as well as her new song “Look”, Taylor emphasizes how she is a 
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completely different artist. With Swift’s single “Look” released on August 24, 2017, it gave a 

glimpse of Swift’s album Reputation, which audiences are anxiously waiting for until its release 

this November. 


