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 Next fall, SRHS basketball point 
guard Sean Kelly will be attending Em-
erson College in Boston, Massachu-
setts. Sean’s dedication to the sport of 
basketball from a young age, and his 
hard work during his high school bas-
ketball career have earned him the op-
portunity to play basketball in college.
 Kelly’s love for the sport started at age 
5, and he began to seriously pursue basket-
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By Nathan Nyugen
STAFF WRITER

ball around the 8th grade. Kelly attributes 
his success on the court to the many people 
who helped him throughout his career, stat-
ing, “I wouldn’t be where I am now without 
the support of my family and friends who 
helped me through some of the obstacles 
I faced. All of the coaches and teammates 
I’ve played with were huge in helping me 
come into my own as a player.” During 
his time at Scripps, Kelly had great suc-
cess on the court, while having fun along 
the way. He says, “Playing at Scripps was 
a really positive experience for me. I got 
a lot of playing time, and we played some 
good competition, especially in my junior 
year. This year I got to play with some of 
my best friends to fi nish out high school, 
which was a really great time.” However, 

Kelly had to work hard to earn his success.
 Kelly had to overcome many challenges 
on his way to becoming a top player. Kelly 
explains, “I’ve always had to work ex-
tremely hard in basketball. I went to a dif-
ferent school for a while to play at a very 
high level, and it wasn’t working out the 
way I wanted it to, so I had to make the 
tough decision to come to Scripps. Howev-
er, I’m extremely glad I did.” His toil paid 
off in the form of acceptance to a college 
he loves, where he has the opportunity to 
play the sport he loves. He explained why 
he loves Emerson, saying, “They offered to 
let me come visit, and I got to experience 
what life was like as a student and what it 
was like to be a player. I just really liked the 
feel of the campus. In addition, Boston is 

a great city and I would love living there.” 
He has set some goals for himself while 
he is there, like “playing a lot and playing 
seriously” but he also realizes that he is go-
ing to be learning as well. Kelly states, “In 
addition to basketball, I’m going there to 
get an education, so I really want to make 
the most of the experience, from playing 

basketball to getting a degree.” Kelly must 
balance the responsibilites of both athlet-
ics and academics to be a successfl  student. 
Kelly has put in an immense amount of 
effort towards basketball since the age 
of 5, and his hard work is paying off. He 
will now start the next chapter of his life 
at Emerson as a scholar and an athlete. 

 As seniors conclude their high school 
careers, many are committing to different 
colleges around the nation to compete at 
the college level. One of these athletes is 
Audrey Matthew, who has committed to 
Syracuse University in New York to play 
fi eld hockey in the upcoming fall season. 
 Matthew has a wide array of reasons for 
choosing Syracuse University as her future 
college. When asked why she decided on 

Syracuse, she replied, “Personally, I chose 
Syracuse because it one of the best schools 
in the nation for fi eld hockey and it will 
provide the level of competition that I am 
looking for. Surprisingly, I also wanted to 
get away from San Diego as I thought it 
would be a nice change from the sunny 
beaches and beautiful weather. I have 
always wanted to go to school on the east 
coast since I know they have good programs 
which will help me achieve my academic 
and athletic goals.”  Matthew also still has 
a strong passion for the sport, explaining, 
“I really like fi eld hockey because it 
keeps me in shape and I like winning. In 
addition, I enjoy the sense of camaraderie 
and chemistry when playing this sport, as 

it has taught me important life values that 
are hard to fi nd.” Matthew also has many 
goals that she wants to accomplish in 
college, stating, “My fi rst goal is to study 
health and exercise science so that I can 
be a physical therapist. In relation with 
fi eld hockey, I would like to have a lot of 
playing time, befriend my new teammates, 
and bring home a national championship 
this coming fall. I would like to accomplish 
the most I can with my time at Syracuse 
and hope to further develop an ethic of 
hard work, good morals, and continual 
sportsmanship.” Finally, when asked what 
she will miss most about Scripps fi eld 
hockey, Matthew stated, “I will defi nitely 
miss my old teammates that I played with 

throughout my high school career. I will 
also miss how laid-back high school fi eld 
hockey was, because the college team 
will only get more intense and rigorous.”  
Although she believes going to Syracuse 
is a great opportunity, she will reminisce 
about her team at Scripps Ranch High.
 As her high school career is coming 

to an end, Audrey Matthew will further 
pursue her passion for fi eld hockey at 
Syracuse University and give her full 
efforts in order to bring home a national 
championship within the next four years. 
She hopes to maintain her current goals 
as well as forge new ones, with her new 
teammates, new coaches, and new school. 

 Among the many athletes dominating 
various sports at Scripps Ranch High 
School, Alex Barr (12) stands out as 
being one of the fastest runners in the 
entire school, being a vital athlete on 
both the cross country team and the 
track distance team. Accepted to UC 
Santa Barbara on a scholarship, Barr will 
continue his running career in college, 
where he plans to go for fi ve years to 

better balance athletic and academic life. 
Barr’s career as a runner began in middle 
school. He notes, “I decided to begin 
running because I liked running the middle 
school mile in PE. That’s what got me 
into running, but I didn’t actually join a 
cross country team until freshman year.”  
Barr states, “My fi rst major successes 
as a runner were being third on the cross 
country team freshmen year, and running 
a 4:21 mile for track. I didn’t think I’d 
be that good, running with juniors and 
seniors.” Barr’s beginnings as a runner laid 
the groundwork for his later achievements. 
 Barr has had major successes as a 
runner, but his greatest successes, he 
says, were breaking the 1600m and 
3200m record with times of 4:12 and 
9:14, respectively. He states, “I had been 

wanting to break those records since 
freshman year,” and Barr broke both 
records within a week of each other. 
All runners face challenges, and Barr is no 
exception. He explains, “Staying motivated 
over the off season and maintaining my 
health is a challenge. Another major 
challenge is balancing my academic 
life with my athletic life”. In terms of 
motivations that drive him, Barr states, 
“Breaking records were motivations to 
run everyday. I also draw motivation from 
my teammates, coach, and competition.” 
Motivation to overcome his challenges he 
faced as a runner have helped Barr become 
one of the fastest runners at the school. 
 Besides athletic aspirations, Barr enjoys 
the friendships he has made on the team, 
noting it as his favorite aspect. “You feel 

like you have another family – the team is 
very tightly-knit. I also enjoy giving my 
full effort, and testing my limits at all of my 
workouts and races.” Barr also discusses 
what his future plans are in college, saying, 
“My plan is to go to UCSB and run with 
the program for fi ve years. I’m taking the 
fi fth year to help  balance my academic and 
athletic lives. In addition, I’m going on a 
scholarship, which will pay for the fi fth 

year. I will continue professionally with 
running if I love it enough, but for now, I’m 
just trying to be successful at UCSB.”  Barr 
has many goals for his collegiate career.
 Alex Barr will be graduating from 
Scripps Ranch High School at the end of 
the 2017 school year. He is eager to go on 
to college at UCSB, where he can continue 
his career in the sport he loves, and push 
himself to the furthest limits of his potential. 

By Noah Lowy
COPY EDITOR

 Montana Milton, a Scripps Ranch High 
School senior and varsity swimmer, will 
attend the College of Idaho to be a part 
of the school’s division II swim team. 
Her passion for the sport and love for her 
new team and school gives her excitement 
about entering college in the fall. 
 The strong swim team, academics, and 
atmosphere of the College of Idaho were 
all factors that led to Milton’s decision to 
commit to the the university. Milton said, 
“I chose the College of Idaho because I 
knew that a small private school would 
probably be the best fi t for me. The 
school has been friendly and inviting, 
and they offered generous fi nancial aid.” 

In addition, Milton was interested in the 
strong academics that the school offered. 
She explained, “I am majoring in biology 
because I plan on going to vet school.” For 
Milton, the College of Idaho was a school 
that stood out academically, as well as 
for its atmosphere and strong swim team. 
 Milton has been swimming 
competitively for years, and she improved 
as a swimmer by being a part of the 
Scripps Ranch High School swim team. 
Milton said, “I have been swimming for 
as long as I can remember, but started 
swimming for competitive clubs and 
recreation teams when I was nine or ten. 
I have been on the varsity Scripps Ranch 
High School swim team all four years. 
My favorite thing about swimming is the 
individual responsibility. Even though it’s 
not a true team sport, your teammates still 
rely on you and want you to swim well.” 

The College of Idaho has a strong swim 
team, which attracted Milton to the school. 
She explained, “I’m looking forward to 
swimming at the College of Idaho because 
I have met the whole team several times, 
and they are so friendly and talented. Also, 
the coach is amazing, so I know that I will 
continue to grow as a swimmer while being 
surrounded by encouraging and equally 
dedicated people.” Milton looks forward to 
having a supportive swim team in college, 
similar to what she had in high school. 
 Being a part of a college swim team 
appealed to Milton for many reasons. 
Milton states, “I wanted to swim in college 
partly because I am getting a scholarship to 
do so, and also because I know that the team 
aspect and being part of a group from the 
beginning of college will help me socially 
as I adjust to a whole new environment and 
group of people. I hope that swimming in 

college allows me to fl ourish as an athlete 
and to stay healthy and in shape for my 
whole life.” She also anticipates the new 
environment and experiences that she will 
have in college. She revealed, “I’m looking 
forward to getting out of California and 
out of my comfort zone. I’m excited for 
all of the amazing opportunities  college 
will offer me academically, athletically, 
and socially.” Milton is eager to gain new 
experiences in my aspects of her college life. 

 Montana Milton’s hard work and 
dedication to swimming has given her 
the opportunity to swim for the College 
of Idaho. She has been a varsity athlete 
at Scripps Ranch High School for four 
years, and has enjoyed being a part of 
the Scripps Ranch High School swim 
team. Now, she looks forward to being 
a part of a new team, pursuing a future 
career in the sciences, and having exciting 
experiences in a new environment. 

By Ashley Lo
COPY EDITOR
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 Scripps Ranch High School senior 
and varsity lacrosse player, Samantha 
Fish, will be attending Princeton Uni-
versity this fall to play division one la-
crosse. Fish’s outstanding grades and ath-
letic abilities contributed to her success 
with Princeton, having committed to the 
school on May of her sophomore year. 

Despite the transition from moving west 
to east is a challenge for Fish, she is ex-
cited to attend in Princeton University.
 Fish hopes to have fun while playing a 
competitive sport. Fish expects the school 
to be challenging in both the classroom 
and on the lacrosse fi eld. She states, “Al-
though the West Coast is very good at 
lacrosse, the East Coast plays at a much 
faster pace, so not only will there be a 
huge transition from high school to col-
lege, there is a whole region exchange. 
I believe it is going to be diffi cult as-

similating, but I am defi nitely up for the 
challenge.” However, Fish claims, “My 
high school and club teams have helped 
me tremendously in my process, always 
pushing me to my limits.” While she felt 
her high school experience has helped her 
pave her way to success for lacrosse, she 
does not expect any less from Princeton.
 Despite the challenge of balancing 
shoo and sports that many student ath-
letes face in college Fish is determined 
to overcome them. She said, “One of my 
goals is to continue to prove to people 

that athletes push themselves both on the 
fi eld and especially in the classroom.” She 
claims “Princeton is just the right school 
for me to do that. They have not only one 
of the best lacrosse programs, but it is one 
of the best academic schools in the na-
tion.” She fi nds that the campus is beau-
tiful and fi nds the atmosphere suits her. 

 Samantha Fish will be heading to college 
in a few months, planning to play lacrosse 
at one of the nation’s top schools, Prince-
ton University. Although Fish knows going 
to the East Coast will be a fun and differ-
ent experience, she appreciates the warm 
San Diego weather and will miss her fam-
ily and friends she will be leaving behind. 

 Scripps Ranch High School senior and 
varsity soccer player, Savannah Madden, 
will be attending the University of Texas, 
Austin this fall to play for their soccer 
team. Madden, who was a goal-keeper 
throughout her high school career, is excit-
ed to be a part of the Longhorn community, 
and knows that her future in soccer will be 
successful with hard work and dedication. 
 University of Texas Austin is ranked 

among the best research universities in 
the country, and they are also known for 
their elite Division One soccer team. Mad-
den states, “I chose to attend UT Austin 
because it is the only university that had 
everything that I was looking for in a 
school. They offered me a full ride schol-
arship for soccer and I really like their 
team.” For many students, playing a col-
lege sport may seem intimidating and 
challenging, though Madden views it as 
an opportunity to further her soccer abili-
ties. “I am excited to continue my soccer 
and academic career at a very prestigious 

school.” Although Madden can’t wait to 
be a Longhorn, she will miss many as-
pects from her high school soccer life. 
 Though making the transition from 
playing high school sports to playing at 
a more competitive collegiate level is a 
very drastic change, Madden feels well 
prepared. “I feel like I am ready to join 
a college team because of my high inten-
sity trainings during my club practices and 
staying con-sistent with the college fi tness 
packet.” Although she is excited to meet 
her new teammates, Madden states, “The 
thing I will miss most from high school 

will be the fun memories I had playing 
soccer with my closest friends.” Although 
Madden is saddened to leave her friends 
behind at SRHS, she is excited to be-
gin anew at University of Texas,  Austin.
 Savannah Madden plans to have a suc-

cessful college experience while play-
ing for the University of Texas Austin’s 
soccer team. Although she is leaving 
Scripps Ranch High School, Madden 
will keep the memories she made with 
her throughout her college career.

 Kyle Maspat will be playing golf 
for the University of California, Santa 
Barbara in the fall. Maspat is excited 
to continue playing golf, but also 
intimidated to play in a new environment. 
 Maspat is happy with his decision to 
join the golf team. He states, “I am glad 
that I am going to UC Santa Barbara 
as an athlete.” Along with its quality 

athletics program, UC Santa Barbara has 
many great academic programs. Maspat 
states, “It was the best program to choose 
from academically, and I really liked the 
environment. The people were amazing, 
and the campus was beautiful and large.” 
Maspat has many reasons to be excited 
to join UC Santa Barbara’s golf team.
 Although Maspat is happy to be 
committed to UCSB, he still has some 
anxiety about joining a new team. He 
claims, “One of the most intimidating 
things about playing at UCSB is getting 
used to the new staff.” In addition, 
balancing the rigorous academics with 
the commitment of golf is another cause 
for concern for Maspat. He continues, 

“I am defi nitely nervous about the tough 
classes that I will be taking, while playing 
golf at the same time. However, once I 
get to know the staff, and manage my 
time, I will cease to be nervous.” Despite 
this, Maspat believes it will not be as 
intimidating once he gets familiar with the 
staff, team, and how to study effectively.
 There are many things that Maspat will 
miss about playing in high school, such 
as his bond with his teammates. Maspat 
comments , “I’m defi nitely going to miss 
everyone that I got to play with. They are 
all amazing and really supportive people.” 
Maspat considers his early years at 
Scripps Ranch High to be very infl uential, 
as his treatment as an underclassman 

was a big motivator to continue playing 
golf. He states, “The upperclassman 
on the team were really encouraging, 
and that inspired me to encourage the 
underclassman as well.” Even though 
Maspat is excited to go to UC Santa 

Barbara, he will miss the community here.
 Maspat is ready to play golf at UC 
Santa Barbara in the fall of 2017. He 
will challenge himself athletically and 
academically and hopes to have a smooth 
transition into his freshmen year of college.

 Scripps Ranch High School baseball 
player Sean Beaver (12) is excited to 
continue his pitching career this fall 
at Webster University in Missouri. He 
has a multitude of reasons for picking 
Webster as his future home, and is excited 
to begin his college baseball career.
 Beaver has been playing baseball for 
as long as he can remember, so he is 
grateful to be able to continue to play at 

the college level. He states, “Baseball 
is just something I’ve always done and 
being able to go to college and continue 
to play is a dream come true.” Beaver is 
also enthusiastic about leaving home and 
beginning a new chapter in Missouri. 
However, he will miss his teammates here 
in San Diego, commenting, “I’ve been 
playing baseball with the same people for 
a very long time, and transitioning from 
JV to Varsity brought us really close. 
Going away to school is going to be a 
great experience since I will get to meet 
and learn how to play with a whole new 
group of people and hopefully form the 
same kinds of friendships with them.” 

Although Beaver will miss his teammates 
at Scripps Ranch High, he is excited 
about his prospects at Webster University.
 Sean has a lot to look forward to at 
his new college, but he is most excited 
to get out onto the fi eld. He claims, “I’m 
looking forward to go out to Missouri and 
play baseball in a new environment. I’ve 
traveled for baseball before, but that’s 
really different than actually living and 
practicing somewhere else completely.” 
He’s also enthusiastic about the new 
competition he will face, remarking, 
“It’s going to be fun to play against a 
lot of different kids from all over the 
country at the college level. It will also 

be exciting to be on a team where people 
will be constantly rotating in and out. The 
competition will defi nitely be tougher, but 
I look forward to playing against a new 
group of people.” Although Beaver believes 
the competition will be challenging, he 

believes that baseball will always be fun. 
 Sean Beaver is ready to kick off his college 
baseball career at Webster University 
in Missouri this fall. He looks forward 
to continuing his pitching career and 
meeting new teammates and competitors.  

By Andrea Fredricks
COPY EDITOR

  Sports have been a played a large part 
in Jhalisa Bell’s (12) high school life. She 
played fi eld hockey, basketball, and ran 
track all four years of high school. Bell 
considers being a tri-athlete diffi cult, but 
found it was worth it to overcome different 
challenges. Bell has worked hard to achieve 

new goals, and her hard work has paid off in 
the form of a scholarship at Catawba Col-
lege in North Carolina for track and fi eld. 
 As Bell has stayed dedicated to sports for 
nearly all her life, she has learned to bal-
ance athletics and academics. She states, 
“Sports have been a huge part of my en-
tire life, including my four years at Scripps 
Ranch High. My work ethic developed in 
high school will help my transition into 
college.” Her scholarship to Catawba Col-
lege in the fall will allow her to continue 

her athletic passions at the collegiate level. 
 All of the experiences Bell has had by 
playing sports throughout her high school 
career have shaped her as a person, and 
have prepared her for the future. She states, 
“Some of my experiences playing high 
school sports include gaining new perspec-
tives from coaches for both on and off the 
fi eld. My coaches have prepared me for sit-
uations that might come at any point in my 
life”. Playing sports has allowed her to learn 
to work with others, be a part of a team, 

and overcome many different challenges.
 Bell’s life has revolved around sports, 
which has developed her character and 
prepared her for the future. She has trained 
incredibly hard for track and fi eld and her 

dedication and perseverance has given 
her a scholarship to Catawba College 
for track and fi eld. Throughout her high 
school career, she has faced many diffi cul-
ties, but has persevered through each one. 

By Kyla de Vera
STAFF WRITER

Senior Standouts

Sam Fish

Savannah Madden

Kyle Maspat

Sean Beaver

Jhalisa Bell

Princeton University

University of Texas Austin

University California of Santa Barbra

Webster University

Catawba College

June Final Issue 2015.indd   2 5/24/17   12:20 PM



17THUESDAY, June 1, 2017 FALCON FLYERSports

By Justin Martin 
STAFF WRITER

By Binyamin Moryosef
STAFF WRITER 

 Scripps Ranch High senior Scotty 
Earle (12) will be going to San Diego 
State University and is planning to join 
the golf team. He is excited to be gradu-
ating from Scripps, and hopes to do 
well on his new golf team in college.
During his time at Scripps Ranch High 
School, Scotty Earle played a variety of 
sports. He spent his freshman year as a 
point guard in basketball, and played JV 
basketball once more in his junior year. 
Earle also played varsity soccer in his 
senior year. However, throughout every 

year at Scripps Ranch High School his 
main sport has always been golf. Earle 
says, “I just loved the feeling of hitting a 
good shot in golf. Doing anything well in 
a sport is a good feeling.” Earle is excited 
to be continuing his career in golf at SDSU 
and hopes to do well on his new team. 
However, despite his excitement, Earle 
will face some challenges during his ath-
letic career in college. He claims, “It’s 
tough having to miss a lot of classes due to 
games. I end up having to do all the work 
after the matches. I would also have to 
practice more for college golf. The com-
petition in college is tougher and I would 
need to have enough practice in order to 
play well.” However, there are also a lot of 
things Earle is looking forward to in col-
lege golf. He says, “I am most excited for 
the team aspect of collegiate golf. Travel-

ing with your team and playing for your 
school would mean a lot to me.” Though he 
is aware of the challenges that await him, 
Earle is still excited to play golf in college. 
Earle looks forward to going to San Diego 
State University. He states, “I chose San 
Diego State because it’s a local university, 
and I love the weather here. I know a lot of 
my friends who will be going as well, and 
the people I know there say they enjoy the 
university.” Along with sports, Earle plans 
on trying to take in everything that college 
has to offer him. He claims, “School is my 
main focus when I get to college. I plan 
to get a major in marketing and business 
and a minor in engineering. I also want to 
just get the whole college experience, like 
trying to meet new people and having new 
experiences.” Earle is very excited about 
going to San Diego State University and 

hopes to make the most of his time there.
Despite his excitement for going to a new 
college, there are still things Earle will miss 
about Scripps Ranch High. He will always 
fondly remember his time playing sports 
at Scripps, and will never forget the good 
moments he had with his teams. Earle ex-
plains, “What I’ll miss from Scripps Ranch 
High School are the teams that I used to 
be a part of in golf, soccer, and basketball. 
Talking with them before games, going 

out with them afterwards, and the general 
sense of camaraderie was what I really en-
joyed about my time in Scripps.” Earle be-
lieves he will always fondly remember his 
time here at Scripps Ranch High School.
 Scotty Earle claims he has had an un-
forgettable time during his four years 
at Scripps. However he is excited to 
be graduating from Scripps Ranch 
High School and can’t wait to start his 
time as San Diego State University.

Scripps Ranch High School lends itself 
to many good athletes, but one case of 
an exceptional athlete is that of Matthew 
Rudick (12). Rudick plays on the varsity 
baseball team and is already committed 
to play at San Diego State University. 
Rudick is one of the best athletes in 
the school, and he continues to pursue 
his passion and live up to his potential. 

Rudick’s career as a baseball player began 
at an early age. “I started playing baseball 
when I was four years old,” he notes, being 
part of the sport for over thirteen years. 
Devoting that much time to baseball, 
Rudick describes his reasons for loving 
the sport. He explains, “I love baseball 
because it’s a mental sport instead of just 
being a physical sport.” It’s that mentality 
that has driven Rudick all these years. 
Although Rudick is extremely passionate 
about baseball, he believes it comes with 
certain challenges. He states, “My biggest 
challenge in baseball is the mental side 
of the game. If your head isn’t in the 

right mindset, you can’t succeed at the 
game.” Overcoming this challenge is 
where Rudick fi nds success. Rudick says, 
“My greatest achievement is committing 
to San Diego State University.” As 
Rudick proceeds with his career, he will 
continue to face challenges, but can 
overcome them with the determination 
that has always helped him succeed. 
Rudick also discusses his favorite parts 
about playing the sport. He states, “My 
favorite thing about baseball is being able 
to play with your teammates and compete 
to win.” When talking about what he 
will miss the most about in high school, 

Rudick says, “I’ll miss all my friends. I’ve 
made great relationships and memories 
throughout high school.” Commitments and 
achievements aside, what Rudick enjoys 
the most about baseball are the people he’s 
met and played against all of these years. 

Rudick has played baseball for many 
years, and made a lot of friends 
along the way throughout all of his 
competitions. Going on to play at San 
Diego State University, he will miss 
many of his teammates from high school. 

By Nick Cassol
STAFF WRITER

 Student athlete Baturay Koyuncu 
has had four great years playing for 
the Scripps Ranch High School men’s 
basketball team. He has remained 
motivated and dedicated to working hard 
in both academics and sports, which has 
earned him admission into UC Berkeley, 
as well as many great memories playing 
basketball at Scripps Ranch High School. 
 Koyuncu started playing basketball from 
a young age, and he has improved by being 
a part of the Scripps Ranch High School 
team. He stated, “I have been playing 
basketball for fi fteen years now, and I’ve 
always had a love for the game. Michael 
Jordan was defi nitely my role model 
growing up.” When entering high school, 
he knew that he wanted to play for the team. 
He explained, “Basketball in high school 

has been very enjoyable for me. I wanted 
to play in high school because I love the 
game a lot, and I knew that it would help 
me if I wanted to compete in college. I 
also wanted to do something special on 
campus, and being a part of the team has 
allowed me to learn more and improve 
each year.” Koyuncu has had a successful 
four years on the team. He said, “I played 
junior varsity in my freshman year, and 
then varsity for the next three years. I was 
the leading scorer in my junior and senior 
year on the team, and this year I was the 
second leading scorer in the San Diego 
section.” Koyuncu has continued to grow 
as a player throughout high school, and he 
has been a major centerpiece for the team. 
 Koyuncu has ended his last season on 
the Scripps Ranch High School men’s 
basketball team on a high note. He said, 
“This year was different because I put in 
a lot of work during the off season in the 
weight room and on the court so that our 
team could improve greatly. We ended up 

 Scripps Ranch High School senior 
and varsity track runner Callista Fletcher 
will be attending San Diego State Uni-
versity this fall to participate on their 
track team. Fletcher is excited to be a 
part of the Aztec community, and knows 
that her future in track will be very suc-
cessful with hard work and dedication.

 San Diego State University is the 25th 
ranked institution in California, and they 
are also known for their elite Division I 
track team. Fletcher states, “I chose SDSU 
because I believe my coach there will get 
me to the speed level I need to be.” For 
many students, playing a college sport may 
seem intimidating and challenging. How-
ever, Fletcher views it as an opportunity to 
further her track abilities. She states, “I’m 
looking forward to making new friends, en-
joying the college atmosphere, and watch-
ing football games.” Although Fletcher 
can’t wait to be an Aztec, she will miss 

many aspects of her high school track life.
 Although making the transition from 
high school sports to the collegiate level is 
a drastic change, Fletcher feels well pre-
pared. She states, “I feel like I am more 
than prepared [for SDSU] because of my 
club coach. I’ve put in many hours of hard 
work and he has set me up for success.” Al-
though she is excited to meet her new team-
mates, Fletcher will miss the friends that 
she has made during her high school career, 
and the many lessons she has learned from 
running for the Scripps track team. She 
comments, “From high school track I’ve 

learned that caring for your injuries and 
not just ignoring them is the best possible 
way to prepare you for your success.” Al-
though Fletcher is leaving SRHS, she plans 
on giving her full effort in the upcoming 
years running for her college track team.

 Callista Fletcher plans to have a suc-
cessful college experience while running 
for San Diego State’s track team. Although 
she is moving on from Scripps Ranch 
High School, Fletcher cannot wait to see 
what her future has in store at SDSU.
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having one of our most successful seasons 
this year. In addition, I took a leadership 
role in my last season and my teammates 
defi nitely rallied around me.” After 
having such an eventful season with the 
team making it to CIF Playoffs, Koyuncu 
refl ected on the impact that the team has 
had on him. He stated, “I am going to 
miss being on the court every Tuesday 
and Friday in front of the crowd. I can’t 
really explain my love for the game, but 
knowing that I might not step on the court 
again is saddening. My favorite memory of 
being on the team is defi nitely getting to 
play with all of my friends on the court.” 
Koyuncu worked hard to make his last 
season on the high school team meaningful. 
 Baturay Koyuncu has enjoyed 
playing basketball for the majority of 
his life. With a passion for the game and 
determination to continue improving 
each time that he steps onto the court, 
Koyuncu has enjoyed his years of playing 
basketball at Scripps Ranch High School.   

 
 Varsity soccer player Jenny Wootten 
continues to work hard and advance her 
skills as an athlete.  Ever since age four, she 
has always been motivated and driven.  Her 
contributions to the women’s soccer team 
has helped with the success of their season.    
 Wootten prepares with diligence for 
all of her games. Wootten explains, “The 
practices usually consist of a 20 minute 
warm up, then we would play scrimmages 
or play short-sided games. We always end 
practices with fi tness and sprints.  They 
usually last around two hours.” Wootten 
aims to make a difference on the team 
by improving her skills as an individual 
as well. Wootten states, “For four years 

up until a year ago, I did fi tness and skill 
clinics twice a week. Once I fi nished 
those, I started going out to practice two 
to three times a week.” Wootten’s hard 
work and dedication has motivated her to 
become an outstanding player in the sport.  
 Her motivation to work hard comes 
from her passion for the sport. Woot-
ten fi nds the time to improve her play-
ing ability because of the love she holds 
for soccer. Wootten shares, “I love soc-
cer because it’s a competitive sport. It 
allows you to be aggressive and it gives 
you something to commit your time to. 
Wootten’s passion for the sport allowed 
her to improve dramatically over the years.
 Wootten’s dedication and passion for 
soccer has been essential to the success 
of the women’s soccer team. She loves 
the sport not only because it is her pas-
sion, but it also allows her to release stress.  
Wootten has enjoyed playing soccer with 
the Scripps Ranch High School team and 
shown her exceptional skills on the fi eld.        
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